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Work Session for Walking Town Meeting of the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia, held in the  

Alcova Heights area, Arlington, Virginia, thereof on Tuesday, May 27, 2008, at 6:38 p.m. 

 
PRESENT: J. WALTER TEJADA, Chairman  

BARBARA A. FAVOLA, Vice Chairman 

JAY FISETTE, Member   

MARY HUGHES HYNES, Member 

  CHRISTOPHER ZIMMERMAN, Member 

ooooo0ooooo 

WALKING TOWN MEETING IN ALCOVA HEIGHTS CIVIC ASSOCIATION AREA. 
  
 The Board held a work session for a walking town meeting in the Alcova Heights Civic Association area from 6:38 p.m. to 

8:32 p.m. 

  
 Alcova Heights Civic Association President Marie Van Ness called the meeting to order.  Board members, neighbors, 
and staff walked the neighborhood, which included eight stopping points: 
 
1. Intersection of South George Mason Drive/8th Street South at Alcova Heights Park – Issues: 
 

• The park is divided by 8th Street South, causing concerns about pedestrian safety. Children do not use the 
crosswalks to access the playground, and the intersection with South George Mason Drive is a busy one. 

• It was suggested that the park rules also be posted in Spanish, and the civic association expressed interest in 
being able to reserve one of the pavilions for its use, citing difficulty in securing one for the recent Neighborhood 
Day observance. 

 
2.   Northern Portion of Alcova Heights Park - Issues: 
 

• Stream clean-up/maintenance, and concerns about water quality; 
• Staff suggested that the pathway be improved, potentially moving it away from the stream; 
• The culvert is considered a major hangout for drug activity and there is frequently graffiti in this area; 
• Concerns about the loss of trees due to invasive species – the neighborhood requested the County’s assistance 

in identifying and eliminating invasive growth; 
• One citizen believed that foliage maintenance would discourage teens from hanging out in the park after hours. 

 
3. Intersection of South Quincy Street and 6th Street South – Issues: 
 

• The BRAC project at National Guard and State Department Training Center expansion is estimated to add 1,200 
employees from Crystal City.  The neighborhood is extremely concerned about traffic, given that there is no 
immediate funding to build a parking garage for the facility. Construction workers for the project have already 
begun parking in the neighborhood, and a neighbor suggested that parking enforcement between 6:00 and 9:00 
a.m. would be helpful in partially addressing the problem.  Training Center officials have assured the 
neighborhood that most employees will use mass transit or carpooling to travel to work, but the neighbors are 
skeptical. 

 
4. Intersection of alley between 6th Street South and 7th Street South and Oakland Street – Issues: 

 
• The neighborhood has concerns about drainage issues and questions as to whether the County owns the alleys 

and is therefore responsible for maintaining them. 
 
5. Monroe Street to Glebe Road Alley – Issues: 
 

• The alley was paved and serves as a roadway.  There have been a number of accidents in the alley, and the 
neighborhood has submitted a petition to close the alley to through traffic. 

 
6. Intersection of 7th Street South and South Glebe Road – Issues: 
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• The neighborhood is concerned about issues with the stoplight in this area.  They report that cars on Glebe Road 
frequently run the red light, and cars on 7th Street frequently speed up to rush through the intersection while the 
light is still green.  The neighbors suggested consideration of remedies including: adjusting the timing of the 
light; extending the double yellow line from the light to the traffic circle; trimming trees near the light to make it 
more visible; installing a strobe on the red lights; and installing a traffic signal warning sign or flashers, or 
special lights that cars need to be close to in order to see whether they are green or red.  Staff advised that any 
changes to the timing of the Glebe Road light would affect all lights on Glebe Road; however a number of 
delayed green lights have been installed throughout the county to help mitigate similar problems. 

• One citizen also noted that the curb cuts do not align with the crosswalk in this area. 
 
7. Oakland Street Park – Issues: 
 

• A magnolia tree in this area drops cones onto the sidewalk.  The neighborhood would like the tree replaced with 
one that does not deposit anything that cause pedestrians to trip. 

• Water trickles onto the sidewalk, causing a slipping hazard in the winter.  This is also a problem in front of 4030 
8th Street South. 

 
8. South Randolph Street – Issues: 
 

• This is a wooded area, and the steps leading to the street are frequently covered with leaves.  The 
neighborhood requested clarity as to whether the County owns the stairs and therefore should maintain them. 

• This area has also experienced issues with storm water run-off.  In response, Ms. Favola advised that as a part 
of budget adoption, a $.001 tax was approved to address storm water improvements and the capacity system. 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 
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        J. WALTER TEJADA, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
MARIA VOULTSIDES, Clerk 
Approved: June 17, 2008 


