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Walking Tour Stop Neighborhood Topics/Issues Initial County Response 
Starting Point:  Fairlington Community Center:  3308 South Stafford Street.  Parking is available on the street and the 
adjacent parking lot.   Note:  In the event of rain or inclement weather, the meeting will be held inside the Fairlington 
Community Center. 
1. Fairlington Community Center 

(FCC) 
Welcome: The Fairlington Citizens 
Association (FCA) would like to highlight 
the completion of Phase I of the Center; 
and expound on Phase II insofar as the 
proposed and upcoming changes affecting 
the landscape on the immediate grounds.  
Phase I & II are resultant of ongoing 
County funding.   
 
Unresolved policy: The scheduled 
renovations will enhance the programs 
and activities held at FCC, such as 
providing a play space for the preschool 
program between one of the wings and a 
better playing surface for the soccer field. 
FCA would like to emphasize the need for 
Parks Recreation and Community 
Resources (PRCR) to provide 
programming support to develop 
neighborhood-oriented programs like 
those that PRCR conducted before the 
building renovation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fairlington neighbors expressed 
concern since re-opening that the 
neighborhood has lost the feeling of 
the community center as a hub of 
neighborhood activity. 

 PRCR staff met with a group of civic 
association neighbors to discuss 
interests. 

 By mutual agreement, staff posted 
an interest survey on the County’s 
website and the Fairlington Citizens 
Association newsletter and list servs 
providing a link to the survey to 
gather feedback on program 
interests. 

 Staff and neighbors discussed the 
survey results and agreed to: 
1. Schedule community open 

play in the gym especially on 
weekends. 

2. Schedule Family Night 
activities the community will 
plan and lead.  PRCR will 
support with set-up, 
equipment, and activity 
supplies such as Wii games, 
arts activities, cooperative 
games, and portable game 
room equipment. 

3. PRCR offers to train volunteer 
activity leaders to plan 
neighborhood seasonal events 
and provide activity loans 
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  to trained volunteers to lead 

arts, wellness, and cooperative 
activities. PRCR will support 
the events with set-up, 
equipment, and activity 
supplies. 

4. PRCR will increase class and 
workshop offerings based on 
neighborhood interests with 
specific focus on youth and 
teens. 

5. Monthly and quarterly 
highlights of activities 
scheduled at Fairlington and 
nearby centers will be 
submitted for distribution 
through the Fairlington Civic 
Association Newsletter and 
listservs.  The attached 
schedule of activities was 
developed based on feedback 
received via the interest survey 
from the community. 
 

Route:  Travel north on Utah Street to Utah Park and surrounding grounds. 
2. Utah Street Park—inclusive of dog 

park/softball and open field.   
 

Nefarious activity & ongoing flooding:  
Discuss illicit activity taking place during 
the evening hours (i.e., insufficient lighting, 
and efforts towards better community 
policing).  

 

Utah Park undesired activity:  The 
Police Department’s Third District 
Community Policing team works closely 
with the Fairlington Citizens Association in 
addressing crime concerns.  The District 
team also works closely with personnel 
from the County’s Parks and Recreation 
Department when it comes to incidents at 
Utah Park. 
 
 



Fairlington Community Walking Town Meeting 
May 12, 2009 

 

      Page 3 of 7 

 
Walking Tour Stop Neighborhood Topics/Issues Initial County Response 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discuss the ongoing sewer back- up 
problems: The installation of the pipes 
under I-395 near Utah Park will hopefully 
resolve this problem.   
 

 How and why the impending HOT 
Lanes construction is affecting and 
protracting this project. 

 

 
The District team and patrol officers 
routinely monitor Utah Park.  Captain 
Michelle Nuneville, Third District 
Commander spoke with Mr. Lyndell Core, 
Park Supervisor, of the County’s Parks 
and Recreation Department and their staff 
also routinely patrol Utah Park.  In 
researching calls for service for Utah Park 
since January 2008, most calls were in 
reference to suspicious vehicles in the 
park after dark.  In February and March of 
2009, there were two arrests made in the 
Utah Park area for Possession of 
Marijuana. 
   
Contacts: Captain Michelle Nuneville, 
Third District Commander, 703-228-4097, 
mnuneville@arlingtonva.us, or     
Mr. Lyndell Core, Parks and Recreation, 
Park Manager, 703-228-6523, 
lcore@arlingtonva.us.   
 
Sanitary sewer project: The sanitary 
sewer project is under design and has 
been submitted to Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) for permits.  The 
project is no longer being held up by the 
HOT Lanes project.  The bid date depends 
on the resolution of VDOT comments and 
is tentatively planned for this summer with 
construction to follow in the fall. 
 
 
 

mailto:mnuneville@arlingtonva.us
mailto:lcore@arlingtonva.us
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 Ball field: Water run-off from the ball field 
causing soil erosion by the steps; and 
depositing mud on steps and walkway.    
 
Parking lot lights: One light does not 
work, and another pole remains damaged 
because of a vehicle.  

 
 
 
 
 

Picnic shelter: Status and content of the 
picnic shelter project and construction via 
the Neighborhood Conservation Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOT Lanes project and local streets: 
Impact of adding ramp and traffic signals 
to Shirlington Traffic Circle on local feeder 
streets such as Quaker Lane and 
Shirlington Road, and those from 
Parkfairfax and the Village at Shirlington. 
 
 

Ball field: The drain to capture water run 
off from the ball field will be repositioned 
and mud removed to address the erosion. 

Parking lot lights: Staff will further 
evaluate during the meeting.  When the 
field is being used after dark, light spillage 
from the ball field provides general area 
lighting.  When the field is not used, the 
park is closed after dark. 

Utah Park picnic shelter:  The picnic 
shelter project will include a pavilion with 
picnic tables, a grill and trash and 
recycling receptacles.  The pavilion will 
have synthetic slate shingles similar to the 
shelter at Fairlington Community Center.  
A portion of the asphalt trail from the 
parking lot will be repaved to provide 
better access to the pavilion.  All of the 
trash receptacles and signs in the park will 
be replaced. The project is scheduled to 
go out to bid in mid-May and construction 
is estimated to begin by the end of July 
and completed by September 2009. 

HOT Lanes: The County shares the 
residents’ concerns regarding the list of 
issues with the I-395 HOT Lanes 
project. The proposed project is poorly 
conceived and has significant negative 
consequences on the community. The 
current proposal must be changed. The 
County will continue to attempt to resolve 
the issues. 
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Route:  Travel southwest on residential sidewalks abutting I-395. 
3. Noise attenuation, sound barriers 

and open sewer pipe 
 
 
 
 

The impending HOT Lanes: This project 
will increase the amount of traffic and 
currently there are no bona fide 
proposal/approvals for sound barriers to 
mitigate vehicle noise that comport with 
our historical standards set forth by, and to 
preserve the unique characteristics of 
Fairlington writ large.  This is a concern to 
those residents bordering both sides of I-
395.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unresolved policy: Collectively, VDOT 
has not articulated a cogent and well-
covered plan that addresses these 
concerns related to the aforementioned 
and proposed changes to the Shirlington 
traffic circle.  Moreover, the concerns and 
consequences of VDOT adding both a 
ramp and additional traffic signal(s) to this 
circle are infinite.  This spillover will 
invariably affect Quaker Lane, Shirlington 
Road, Parkfairfax and Village at 
Shirlington 
 
 

HOT Lanes noise barriers:  Staff 
forwarded this list of issues to the VDOT 
project team for review.  VDOT’s response 
on the noise barrier issue is as follows: 
“Noise barriers: Noise impact from the 
project has been assessed according to 
Federal Highway Administration and 
VDOT criteria. Noise barriers have been 
proposed where warranted, feasible and 
reasonable. If an existing noise barrier is 
to be removed by the project, it is VDOT's 
practice to replace it in kind. Existing noise 
barriers that are not disturbed by the 
project would be left in place. Where 
possible, noise barriers will be constructed 
prior to the roadway construction.  
However, it will depend on a number of 
factors including safety, construction 
schedules, etc.” 
 
Arlington County continues to express 
concern over a number of issues 
including: 

 Increased traffic on local streets and 
longer travel times 

 Increased cost to the County and 
other local jurisdictions  

 Pedestrian/bicycle conflicts  
 Hindered emergency response 
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 Dilapidated sewer pipes in Fairlington:  

Residents have questions about 
ownership, ongoing maintenance and 
storm water drainage and management, 
especially as it is affecting Fairlington 
Commons Condominium Association and 
adjacent grounds.  Land and soil erosion 
is obvious resultant of these sewer pipes.    

Staff will attend and further evaluate 
during the meeting. 
 

Route:  Continue on thoroughfare southwest to Wakefield Street.  Travel northwest on 34th Street across the bridge to 
South Abingdon, stopping at the Firehouse (Station 7).   
4. Impact to residents should this 

Firehouse close 
 

A quick tour of Station 7 and brief 
comments from Station Chief, Captain 
Stilwell 
  
In FY 07, Station 7 provided response and 
service to 1,390 calls of distress in and 
around Fairlington.  In order to provide and 
preserve the community, and afford all 
residents the benefits with an active fire 
station, it is with high priority we continue 
to have this fire station remain [fully] 
operational.  
Fairlington Citizens Association and 
Fairlington are grateful for the county’s 
position to continue funding this historic 
building. 

o Has Arlington County 
discussed and approved any 
future work, in addition to the 
recent maintenance 
performed?  

Arlington County is committed to retaining 
the goal of a four-minute response time to 
any emergency call in the county.  There 
are four fire stations that currently provide 
four minutes or less response time to an 
emergency in the Fairlington area.  The 
Fire Department has a Fire Station 
Location Study, in which one of the goals 
is to have an equitable distribution of fire 
stations to keep that response time.  At 
some point in the future, this study may 
have an impact on the location of the 
station.  Any future change to Station 7 will 
not diminish response times.  In the 
current economic climate, there are no 
short-term plans to replace or move 
Station 7.  
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Route:  Continue north on S. Abingdon to the North Fairlington Community Center. 
5. Conclusion:  

 
Summarize the tour and address 
ancillary topics of concern that were 
not obvious or discussed during the 
tour: 
 
• Noise from bus route announcements.  

Bus stops on South 31st Street.  
Current space constraints make it 
difficult for the operators to pull out of 
the traffic lanes when making stops.  
Request action be taken, such as 
installing “no parking” signs, to create 
pull-off space.   

o Additionally, cars pass buses, 
despite a “double yellow” line, 
which could lead to a 
pedestrian safety issue.     

• Helicopter noise 
• Speed cushions for different wards, 

(i.e., 36th Street & Taylor intersection) 
• Repaving around and near traffic 

islands of: 34th Street between S. 
Wakefield and S. 36th St: 

Captain Michelle Nuneville, Third District 
Commander will coordinate with the 
District team and patrol to monitor South 
31st Street for vehicles passing buses and 
crossing the double yellow line into on-
coming traffic.    
 
Traffic Calming - Speed cushions or speed 
humps (or other traffic calming measures) 
can be considered to address speeding 
problems when certain minimum threshold 
speeds are met.  The neighborhood 
should identify streets with a perceived 
speeding problem so that data can be 
collected to determine whether the streets 
qualify for traffic calming. Staff will report 
back with the results. 
 
Staff will further investigate the other items 
during the meeting and after to address 
the concerns where possible. 


