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Arlington County Federal Legislative Policy Priorities
110th Congress, Second Session
March 18, 2008

Introduction

Local governments play a critical role in the American federal system of government.  As the level of government closest to the people, they are responsible for the delivery of the majority of government services.  Whether it is education, public safety, transportation, community planning, environmental stewardship, affordable housing, mental health and substance abuse treatment, child and family assistance programs, watershed and stormwater management, waste disposal and recycling, or countless other services; individuals look to local governments to provide it.  

Broad policy and funding decisions made at the federal and state level directly impact the manner in which local governments function.  It is therefore important for the Arlington County Board to articulate positions and concerns regarding those issues affecting local government and the residents we serve.  Given Arlington’s location in the National Capital Region and the number of federal employees and agencies that call Arlington home, we are in the unique position of being more closely linked to the federal government than most other communities.

The legislative priorities and policy positions contained in these pages represent only those issues that directly affect the ability of the County government to effectively deliver services to our residents.  The Arlington County Board has a longstanding tradition of refraining from adopting an official statement or position on policies that are not within the authority and expertise of the County government. 
The Arlington County Board enjoys a vigorous and continuous dialogue with our elected Members of Congress.  This statement of policy and priorities is an important starting place for that dialogue. As with all policy documents, the County Board revises and updates its positions as new information becomes available.  We do, however, expect this document to provide a general sense of the County’s expectations with respect to the Federal role and how that role relates to the Arlington County government and our mutual constituents. 
Top County Priorities

1. Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA).  The 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Commission report removed DARPA from the list of facilities to be relocated from Arlington.  The existing DARPA headquarters, however, does not meet the Department of Defense’s (DoD) Minimum Anti-terrorism Standards for Buildings, requiring relocation of the facility upon lease expiration.  Arlington has offered to DoD and the General Services Administration (GSA) an option of relocation within Arlington to the Ballston Bus Yards with subsidies for force protection provided by the County and the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Upon action by the County Board on the land use and the Virginia General Assembly for a special appropriation similar to that provided to Virginia Beach, Arlington will present a formal proposal to GSA for a sole source site selection in the best interest of the U.S. Government.  The facility is needed in second quarter 2011.
Action Requested:  Arlington County looks forward to working with our Congressional Delegation during the site selection process.
2. Federal Building Standards.  DoD’s Minimum Anti-terrorism Standards for Buildings as they relate to leased space far exceed the government-wide building security standards, and in effect preclude locations in an urban setting.  Arlington County supports the adaptation of these overly prescriptive standards to ones that are comprehensive, performance-based, reflect broader risk mitigation capacities, national in scope, and take into account both community and federal priorities.  Language was included in the Fiscal Year 2006 Defense Authorization Bill requiring DoD to report to Congress on the application of their proposed standards to all facilities leased by the Department.  

Action Requested:  Arlington County requests report language requiring DoD to revise their standards to a performance-based model that identifies necessary measures, including the identification of anti-terrorism technology capabilities, which would allow for the location of leased space within an urban setting.  
3. Four Mile Run Levee Certification.  In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has undertaken a program to re-certify our nation’s levees and update our 90,000 flood hazard maps.  While Arlington County understands and supports the goals of the program, we are concerned with the dramatic expansions of the 100-year flood zone for the levees that FEMA has reviewed to date, as well as the two year levee certification timeline.  These new requirements will significantly increase the scope, design and cost of flood protection along Four Mile Run, making the FEMA deadline unrealistic. 

Action Requested:  Arlington County looks forward to working with our Congressional Delegation on this issue that will affect waterways throughout the United States.
4. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Regulations on Building Height.  Arlington has requested that the FAA work with the County and the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) on a process that would result in a prospective plan for the future airspace and radar operations associated with National Airport.  The purpose is to develop a three party agreement that clarifies going forward building heights and massing that Arlington can plan for without impinging on airport operations and would be similar to the process currently underway in Miami, Florida.  Current regulations require a building by building analysis with little guidance or support for new development by either FAA or MWAA.
Action Requested:  Arlington County requests the assistance of our Congressional Delegation in facilitating meetings between the FAA, MWAA and Arlington County with the goal of producing an agreement that ensures safety and provides Arlington County with the information necessary for comprehensive planning. 
5. Land Exchange of Navy Annex Property.  In section 2881 of the Fiscal Year 2005 Defense Authorization Bill, the Secretary of Defense was authorized to exchange 4.5 acres of the Navy Annex property to Arlington for an equally sized portion of land currently owned by the county along Southgate Road.  Pursuant to this legislation, the Arlington County Board entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Washington Headquarters Service within the Department of Defense, setting a goal of arriving at a mutually acceptable agreement by no later than September 1, 2008.  The exchange will provide Arlington National Cemetery with additional acreage adjacent to its current boundaries on which to grow and will provide the County with a site for the construction of the Arlington Heritage Center and Freedman’s Village Museum.  Arlington looks forward to continuing to work with the Department of Defense to finalize this exchange in the coming year.  

The Cemetery remains a priority of Arlington County, and our interests are inextricably linked.  Not only is the Cemetery one of our nation’s most historic, revered and recognizable treasures, it is also one of the region’s largest attractions, with over four million visitors annually.  Arlington County supports the planned extensions of Arlington National Cemetery to accommodate additional burial space and we look forward to working together on infrastructure investments to support increasing visitor demands.
Action Requested:  No action requested at this time.
6. Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA).  WMATA is currently faced with funding challenges caused by an aging infrastructure and growing ridership, and additional funding is necessary in order to fulfill these needs.  The problem is compounded by the fact that unlike other major urban transit systems, WMATA does not have dedicated sources of revenue, such as local sales tax revenues, as a result of the jurisdictional boundaries that define the service area.  To address these challenges, Arlington County supports the implementation of a regional dedicated revenue source for WMATA, based upon the recommendations contained in the January 2005 Report by the independent Blue Ribbon Metro Funding Panel.  Metrorail and Metrobus are the prime movers of the federal workforce, with more than 360,000 federal employees in the National Capital Region utilizing the service and constituting over half of the riders during peak hours.  As such, the federal government should join the local jurisdictions in addressing the shortfall for capital maintenance and system enhancement.  

Action Requested:  Arlington County urges the Federal government to take the necessary actions to secure the appropriate federal contribution to a dedicated funding stream for WMATA.
7. Energy Efficiency and Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction.  Climate change represents an urgent threat to the environmental and economic health and sustainability of our local communities, the Commonwealth, our nation and the world.  We recognize the vital role local governments play in the efforts to address this important issue, and Arlington has been proud to assume a leadership role.  The Arlington Initiative to Reduce Emissions (AIRE) was announced on January 1, 2007, and an initial goal of achieving a 10% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from County government operations from 2000 to 2012 was established.  Arlington has committed $1.5 million to this effort, which also includes the development and implementation of a community climate action plan, creating an active collaboration between county government, businesses, organizations and individuals.

Action Requested:  Arlington County supports full funding for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program, as authorized by H.R. 6.  The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program is intended for state and local governments and authorizes $2 billion annually over five years to assist them in their efforts to address energy efficiency and emissions concerns based on emission allocation levels.  Local government has been and will ever be the laboratory for deployment of new technologies and programs. Arlington County supports efforts by the Congress to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and urges the Federal government to provide incentives for local communities to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, with measurable targets. Arlington urges federal action to require incorporation of a greenhouse gas emissions and energy conversion impact statement into every federal action, including federal building security standards, to underscore the importance of reducing our energy usage. 
8. Immigration.  On September 18, 2007, the County Board unanimously approved a resolution stating that Arlington “welcomes and values all of its residents, treating them with human dignity and respect, regardless of their immigration status.”  As such, while Arlington has and will continue to comply with all federal and state laws related to immigration, including those that involve employment and eligibility for state and federal programs; we strongly oppose any federal legislative efforts that would require local jurisdictions to enact punitive measures aimed at the immigrant community.  Such efforts run counter to our vision for Arlington County and indeed to the very concept of our nation.  Local law enforcement officers should not be mandated to enforce civil enforcement laws that raise constitutional questions and divert local personnel from their primary public safety duties.  Arlington County urges Congress to enact policies that promote the integration of immigrants into our society.  It is imperative that the Federal government provide the resources necessary to ensure effective and timely processing of those eligible for legal permanent residency or becoming United States citizens.  
Action Requested:  No action requested.
9. Chesapeake Bay Restoration Act.  Arlington County supports the passage of H.R. 16, The Chesapeake Bay Restoration Act.  Arlington has always recognized the importance of the Chesapeake Bay both to our region and our nation; and our role in the cleanup and restoration of it.  The goal of achieving a 40% nutrient reduction in the largest estuary in the United States can only be achieved through the collective efforts of all relevant parties - Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Local governments play an integral role in this effort, especially in working to identify the sources of nutrients upstream, reducing sediment and toxics from point and nonpoint sources and improving stream protection and restoration in the tributary watersheds.  H.R. 16 rightfully targets additional resources to these local efforts, which constitute the majority of restoration activities.  

Action Requested:  Arlington County supports the passage of H.R. 16.

Legislative Policy Statements
Transportation
I-66 “Spot Improvements.”  While Arlington County supports efforts to reduce congestion on I-66 inside the beltway, we are strongly opposed to “spot improvements” as proposed by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).  Arlington believes that these efforts to widen I-66 are shortsighted and will be ineffective in reducing congestion.  Prior to any efforts to widen I-66, a thorough study must be completed to examine multimodal improvements and environmental impacts of all alternatives, including but not limited to, the extension of Metrorail through Tysons Corner to Dulles International Airport, bus rapid transit and high occupancy toll lanes, extending the hours of HOV incentives inside the Beltway so that they are consistent with those outside the Beltway, additional incentives to increase group riding, and initiating HOV incentives in the contraflow direction.  The problem of congestion on our roads is too complex and to difficult of a problem to be solved with simply building additional travel lanes and additional roads, and a systemic view that seeks a layered, multimodal transportation system focused on moving people, not vehicles, is needed. 
Dulles Metrorail Extension.  Arlington County opposes the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) sudden and shortsighted rejection of the proposed 23-mile extension of Metrorail to Dulles International Airport.  The importance of this project to the entire region cannot be overstated.  Not only will the extension of Metrorail provide a much needed transit option to a rapidly growing part of our region and reduce highway traffic in our system, it will also assist in our efforts to foster smart growth development.  The unique funding proposal for the project includes varied sources of public and private funding, including tolling.  This has resulted in holding the federal contribution to a level that is lower than any other project in the nation, with the proposed federal share of $900 million constituting only 17% of the $5 billion total project cost.  Arlington County urges the Northern Virginia Congressional Delegation to use all means necessary to secure federal approval and the federal cost share for this important initiative.
Flight Operations at National Airport.  Arlington County opposes Section 402 of H.R. 2881 and Section 414 of S. 1300, the “Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization Act of 2007,” which would increase the number of takeoffs and landings, or slots, permitted each day.  The determination that National Airport can handle additional slots was based on runway capacity, as opposed to landside infrastructure and community concerns.  Increasing the number of slots would have substantial negative impacts on congestion, efficiency, service and the surrounding community.
Public Safety/Emergency Preparedness and Response

Grant Program Funding Levels.  Arlington County opposes budget cuts proposed by the President for important block grant programs administered by the Department of Justice.  Under the proposed budget, funding for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant program and the Community Oriented Policing program would be eliminated.  Realizing that crime overlaps jurisdictions and affects all levels of government, the United States Congress created these programs to provide leadership and resources to state and local efforts to achieve safer communities.  Both programs provide vital funding for state and local law enforcement, and have become increasingly important as the local and regional responsibilities of these entities have grown since 2001.  We strongly urge Congress to again reject these cuts and provide necessary funding for these important programs.  
Northern Virginia MMRS Jurisdiction.  Arlington is one of 124 contract counties in the Metropolitan Medical Response System (MMRS).  Under the contract, Arlington receives federal funding of approximately $250,000 per year to enhance existing local and regional emergency preparedness systems to respond effectively to a public health crisis.  The current structure does not take into account the regional response capability required, and Arlington requests an expansion of the MMRS from Arlington to the entire National Capital Region.
Enhance Regional Collaboration.  In the National Capital Region, and in many areas across our nation, emergency response is more of a regional function than it is local or state. There should be a meaningful process for local input and metropolitan coordination of homeland security priorities in the National Capital Region.  The federal government should encourage planning, coordination of resource allocation and training on a regional basis by requiring states to organize regional bodies along lines where there are natural relationships (e.g. economic interdependencies, shared labor force, similar risks, existing mutual aid agreements, etc.).  
Reimbursement. Similar to the District of Columbia, where the federal government provides annual appropriations in recognition of its unique security role for the White House and federal agencies, Arlington not only is the home of high profile targets, but also provides, on a daily basis, emergency communications, public health services, 9-1-1 emergency rescue, escort, police, fire, and emergency response services to the Pentagon and other federal agencies—both in Arlington and the District, including for inaugural events, State of the Union address, and other national and international events. These responsibilities and responses ought not to be borne solely by the taxpayers of Arlington; they are not reflected in federal Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) formulas, which do not allow for this unique, one-of-a-kind threat as the local government hosting the nation’s most vital defense apparatus. 
Enhance and Stabilize Program Direction.  Over the past seven years, the Federal government has appropriated large sums of funding to enhance the abilities of local governments to prepare, prevent and respond to acts of terrorism, natural disasters, or other emergencies.  Many of these upgrades are multi-year efforts, and these have been hampered by a lack of consistency from the Department of Homeland Security.   Since its inception in 2002, the Office of Domestic Preparedness (ODP) has changed the submission process for UASI grant requests each year. The lack of a standardized, consistent process has led to confusion about grant application and expenditure processes and has resulted in the waste of tax payer money as local government staff; often pulled from other assignments in public safety agencies, attempt to meet arbitrary ODP deadlines and confusing direction. 

COPS Hiring Program.  Arlington County commends Congress on the resumption of funding for the COPS Hiring Program in the Fiscal Year 2008 Omnibus Appropriations Act.  This program has proven to be effective in the fight against crime, and the funding provided demonstrates Congress’s understanding of the important role local governments provide in securing our homeland.  Arlington supports continued and increased funding for this and other local law enforcement assistance programs.
Energy/Environment

Energy Recovery.  Arlington County supports continuation of the inclusion of waste-to-energy as a renewable energy resource under all applicable federal programs and encourages the federal government to continue to offer financial support and incentives for all resource recovery efforts from waste.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has considered waste-to-energy a renewable energy source for nearly thirty years, and 24 states currently recognize this as well.  Arlington County’s waste-to-energy program is part of a comprehensive municipal solid waste management system that minimizes the reliance on landfills and emphasizes the recovery of energy and materials from waste. The waste-to-energy program does this with a cost effective system and does so in a manner that exceeds current EPA standards for emissions. 
Clean Water Act.  Arlington supports continued full funding of the federal Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program and urges rejections of the reductions requested by the Administration or the imposition of new unfunded mandated on charges. These federal monies support the Virginia Revolving Loan Fund, from which Arlington is seeking low-interest loans to fund approximately $500 million in improvements at the Arlington Water Pollution Control Plant. These improvements will maintain Arlington’s regional leadership role in wastewater nutrient-reduction, critical to the rehabilitation of the Chesapeake Bay.

Solid Waste Interstate Transportation.  Arlington County supports the passage of H.R. 274, the Solid Waste Interstate Transportation Act of 2007, which would amend the Solid Waste Disposal Act to prohibit a landfill or incinerator from receiving out-of-State municipal solid waste for disposal or incineration unless the waste is received pursuant to a new or existing host community agreement and is consistent with existing state, regional, and local solid waste management plans.  Arlington County supports the legal authority of local governments to control the flow of municipal solid waste generated within their jurisdiction, and encourages the federal government to recognize this authority is an effective and legitimate instrument of sound integrated municipal solid waste management. 
Public Health/Human Services

Grant Program Funding Levels.  Arlington County opposes the budget cuts proposed by the President for important block grant programs administered by the Department of Health and Human Services.  Under the proposed budget, spending for mental health, drug abuse and child welfare programs would be reduced over last year’s funding level, and the Community Services Block Grant Program would be eliminated.  In the past, Congress has rejected these efforts and we strongly urge Congress to again reject these cuts and provide necessary funding for these important programs.  
Combating Obesity.  Obesity has become an epidemic that threatens the health of millions of Americans in the United States by increasing their risk of many diseases and health conditions.  Especially troubling is the rapid rise in the number of obese children, which has nearly doubled since 1980.  We can and must do more to combat this public health issue.  In March 2007, the Arlington County Board and School Board announced the creation of FitArlington, a program designed to create an environment that supports healthy lifestyles by promoting healthy eating and physical activity for people of all ages and abilities.  Through activities such as creating awareness of the benefits of physical activity, developing programs and opportunities that provide fun and healthy recreational activities that everyone can enjoy, promoting the elimination of smoking in public places, the elimination of trans fats in restaurants, and healthy food choices in vending machines located in County facilities, FitArlington seeks to foster personal health and wellness.
Workforce Investment Act. This is the third year for an “unauthorized” Workforce Investment Act. Arlington County supports a reauthorization which would maintain the current level of control now given to local elected officials in appointing members to the Workforce Investment Boards; developing local Strategic Plans; designating One-Stop Operators and One-Stop Centers; and approving WIA budgets; would extend the level of local control to allow local elected officials: to determine the number of required representatives to the Workforce Investment Boards, to determine to necessity of Youth Councils. Arlington County opposes consolidating the current funding streams of WIA adult programs with programs funded by Wagner-Peyser, as well as the use of WIA funds for Faith-based initiatives.     

Housing

Washington Area Housing Trust Fund.  Arlington supports funding for the Washington Area Housing Trust Fund to use for the regional trust fund that will be used for pre-development, new construction, rehabilitation, bridge financing, and down payment and closing cost assistance. The Fund's goals are to: 1) increase and preserve the Washington region's supply of affordable homes by providing loans, grants, and equity investments to locally supported affordable housing developments; 2) increase the visibility of affordable housing by engaging new corporate champions; 3) help educate the region about affordable housing needs and opportunities; and 4) encourage balanced growth by placing priority on increasing and preserving the supply of affordable housing near job and transportation centers.
Arlington Assisted Living Residence (AALR).  The AALR is a public-private partnership between the County and the Volunteers of America.  In November 2005, the Volunteers of America was awarded a $4.8 million dollar grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to renovate and expand the vacant Oak Springs Assisted Living Residence to provide assisted living services to older, low-income persons with special needs including persons with mental and cognitive disabilities, an underserved population in Arlington.  The County is contributing $1.7 million to assist with the cost of construction.  The target date for project completion is the summer of 2009, and when completed, the Residence will include 52 units with additional and enhanced community space and building features.  Arlington County looks forward to continuing to work with our Federal partners to address remaining issues and finalize this project.

Land Use

Potomac Interceptor.  The Potomac Interceptor sewer system, constructed over 70 years ago, is a major regional sanitary sewer line serving the east-central portions of the County.  The system’s insufficient capacity has resulted in sewer backups and overflows, and improvements are required to eliminate these problems and provide capacity for anticipated build-out conditions.  Originally constructed on county property, the existing sewer line and the proposed replacements now traverse federal lands, including National Park Service (NPS) and Arlington National Cemetery (ANC) properties.  Arlington looks forward to continuing to work closely with NPS, ANC, the Department of the Army Military District of Washington, the Fort Myer Military Community, and other Federal agencies, as necessary to ensure the project meets it’s goal of providing necessary upgrades to the system while also minimizing disturbance to the federal lands and their operation.
Potomac River Boathouse.  Arlington County seeks assistance in gaining right-of-way access as well as access to the Potomac River for the development of a boat house accessible by Arlington County for the use of Arlington schools. The County seeks support and assistance from the Department of the Interior, the National Park Service, and the Congress to advance this project towards reality.
Arlington Hall Expansion.  Arlington County remains concerned about the effects to the local community as a result of the planned National Guard and Foreign Service Training Center Expansions at Arlington Hall.  The purpose of the National Guard Readiness Center expansion is to relocate approximately 1,100 employees from leased space in Crystal City to the Arlington Hall site. The County is concerned that traffic will be negatively impacted along George Mason Drive and the Arlington Blvd Access Road as a result of the significant increase in vehicle trips to the site generated by the expansion.  The Army National Guard Readiness Center at Arlington Hall is located outside of a Metro corridor and is under served by public transportation unlike the current National Guard facilities in Crystal City. Arlington requests that the National Guard commit to develop and implement a comprehensive transportation demand management (TDM) plan for the facility; and work in coordination with Arlington to develop and implement transit solutions to serve the employees of the Arlington Hall site and the surrounding community. 
Tax/Finance/Government Operations

Unfunded Mandates.  Arlington County opposes legislative and regulatory initiatives that undermine local government decision making authority and place mandates upon state and local governments without reliable and sustainable funding necessary to enact them.  The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995 requires that the federal government consider the financial impact on state and local governments and the private sector as the result of federal legislative and regulatory actions.  All levels of government must work together to meet our shared objectives on behalf of our citizens, and if the Federal government imposes new duties or responsibilities upon local governments, sufficient resources must be provided in order to carry them out.
BRAC Economic Assistance.  Arlington commends the Congressional delegation for its effective leadership to date in protecting the vital science and research agencies and urges continued commitment to preserve this vital strategic and economic presence in Arlington. Recognizing that the County experienced a reduction of 17,000 jobs from the loss of approximately 4 million square feet of leased office space, which is equivalent to four military base closures, Congress should amend the Defense Economic Adjustment Program and other relevant federal laws to ensure that military leased space is eligible for the same BRAC economic assistance as any other community, and should ensure specific small business assistance funding over the full six-year BRAC period for BRAC-impacted areas.
Taxation of Transient Accommodations.  Arlington County is opposed to any federal legislation that would prohibit localities from ensuring proper and equitable taxation of hotel rooms booked online through third party Internet intermediaries.  States and local jurisdictions have long imposed a transient occupancy tax on the rental of guest accommodations, and these revenues are typically used to finance tourism promotion or tourism-related facilities.  Traditionally, online reservations through third party Internet intermediaries resulted in a reservation being made on behalf of the guest, who would then be charged directly by the hotel operator at checkout.  The third party Internet intermediary would then be paid a commission by the hotel operator, as is the case with traditional travel agents.  Over the last decade, however, many hotel operators have begun to negotiate the distribution of rooms through on-line companies on a prepaid basis, in which the Internet intermediary purchases a block of rooms from the hotel operator at a predetermined price below market rate and then sell those rooms directly to guests via the Internet.  The current arrangement prohibits the locality from collecting taxes on the total amount of rent paid by the guest, or the final selling price, as has historically been the case.  Instead, localities are only able to collect taxes on the price that the Internet intermediary pays to the hotel operator, undermining the essence of the transient occupancy tax.  While no legislation has been introduced to date, we understand that various Members of Congress are looking into the issue at the request of the online hotel and travel industry and we urge the Congress to reject any preemptive action on this issue. 
State and Local Tax Debt Collection. Arlington supports the passage of H.R. 1865, which would amend title 31, United States Code, to allow certain State and local tax debt to be collected through the reduction of Federal tax refunds.
Tax Treatment of Municipal Bonds.  Arlington County opposes any action to impose a federal tax on the interest from municipal bonds issued by local governments.  Tax-exempt bonds are a critical asset for financing long-range investments in essential public services, and taxing interest earned on these bonds would make these bonds less competitive relative to federal debt instruments and corporate securities.  
Local Government Access to GSA Schedules.  Arlington County supports the passage of H.R. 3179, the "Local Preparedness Acquisition Act."  The legislation would provide state and local governments with access to GSA Schedule 84, which represents law enforcement, firefighting, and security products and services.  State and local governments can currently make purchases from Information Technology Schedule 70, and providing this ability for Schedule 84 would both enable local government access to these critical products and services while reducing cost to the taxpayer.



Arlington County Vision


Arlington will be a diverse and inclusive world-class urban community with secure, attractive residential and commercial neighborhoods where people unite to form a caring, learning, participating, sustainable community in which each person is important.








