
  

 
County Manager:  _____________ 
 
County Attorney:  _____________ 
 
Staff:  Kevin Connolly, DES 
 
Report Date: 11/7/2008 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

 County Board Agenda Item  
Meeting of November 15, 2008  

 
 
DATE: October 17, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of a Utilities Easement Agreement between the County Board of Arlington 
County, Virginia and Virginia Electric and Power Company for the Installation and Maintenance of 
an Underground Electric Line and the Maintenance of an Existing Above Grade Transformer, to 
Provide Service to the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 South Stafford Street, Arlington, 
Virginia (RPC 30012001). 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS:   
 

1. Approve the attached Utilities Easement Agreement (“Agreement”) between the County 
Board of Arlington County, Virginia (“County”) and Virginia Electric and Power Company 
(“DVP”) for the installation and maintenance of an underground electric line and the 
maintenance of an existing above grade transformer, to provide service to the Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 South Stafford Street, Arlington, Virginia (RPC 30012001). 

 
2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, Engineering and Capital Projects Division, 

Department of Environmental Services, or his Designee, to execute the Utilities 
Easement Agreement, on behalf of the County Board, subject to approval as to form by 
the County Attorney. 

 
ISSUE:  This Agreement is needed to provide an easement from the County to DVP for the 
completion of utilities undergrounding work at the Fairlington Community Center. No issues 
have been identified as part of this request. 
 
SUMMARY: In November 2003, the County Board approved the renovation of the Fairlington 
Community Center (“Center”), located at 3308 South Stafford Street, Arlington, Virginia (RPC 
30012001) (“Property”).  The approved renovation project entailed the substantial renovation of 
the Property and included the development of other site improvements.  The interior of the 
building has been substantially renovated. In furtherance of the proposed site improvements, 
staff has requested and received a proposal from DVP to relocate and underground their existing 
utility line which courses across the Property.  To complete the proposed undergrounding work, 
Dominion requires that the County approve the attached Utilities Easement Agreement 
(“Agreement”), granting DVP the right to install and maintain their underground utility lines, 



 
 

existing transformer and appurtenant equipment on the Property for the purposes of transmitting 
and distributing electric power to the Property.   
 
BACKGROUND:  Since 2003, the Center has undergone substantial renovation work that has 
resulted in the replacement of the deficient building systems and the renovation of the building 
interior to better meet the Center’s programmatic needs.  Other site improvements have been 
planned for the exterior of the Property and are currently slated for construction in 2009. In 
preparation for the site improvements, County staff requested, and has received, a proposal from 
DVP for the relocation and undergrounding of a span of DVP’s existing utility line on the 
Property. DVP’s utility line currently enters the Property at a point on South Stafford Street and 
runs in a westerly direction for roughly two hundred sixty five feet (265 ft) to an above grade 
utility pole located on the property. The utility line then drops underground and courses in a 
southwesterly direction parallel to the westerly face of the Center to an above grade transformer 
box which services the Center. As shown on Exhibit B, completion of the proposed work would 
result in the Dominion line entering the Property below grade at a point on S. Stafford Street, 
coursing in a westerly direction to the existing underground line, where the new span of 
underground line will tie into the existing underground line currently serving the Center. In so 
doing, DVP will complete the undergrounding of their utility line and will result in the removal 
of two (2) above grade utility poles from the Property. 
 
DISCUSSION: The Agreement (attached hereto as Exhibit A) is a standard DVP utilities 
easement agreement, with modifications required by County Staff acceptable to DVP. The 
physical area of the easement is depicted on the “Plat to Accompany Right-of-Way Agreement” 
attached to the Agreement. Once the Agreement is approved and executed, DVP will proceed to 
reposition, underground, operate and maintain their utility line, existing transformer and 
appurtenant equipment on the Property  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The net estimated cost to the County of removing the current Dominion 
utilities and installing the underground line is $46,851.08. The total amount needed for the work 
is available in the account 324.437405.80001.PDCP.ROJ.0000 
 
CONCLUSION: It is recommended that the County Board approve the Agreement between the 
County and DVP for the location and maintenance of their utility line, existing transformer and 
appurtenant equipment on the County Property for the purposes of transmitting and distributing 
electric power to the Property. 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

EASEMENT AGREEMENT 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

 
VICINITY MAP SHOWING LOCATION OF THE EASEMENT AREA IN WHICH 

THE UTILITY LINE IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED AND MAINTAINED 
 

 


