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DATE:  January 24, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:  Park Enhancement Grant Program Awards FY 2009. 
 
REVISION EXPLANATION:  One correction made under the C.M. Recommendation section 
to reflect the correct number of PEG projects. 

 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:  
 

Approve an allocation of $69,655 from previously appropriated County Park 
Enhancement Grant Program funds for eight six projects as recommended by the Park 
and Recreation Commission. 

 
ISSUES:  As part of the regular annual Park Enhancement Grant award the County Board is 
being requested to approve the projects recommended by the Park and Recreation Commission. 
 
SUMMARY: The Park and Recreation Commission have reviewed the final Park Enhancement 
Grant applications and recommend that funding in the amount of $69,655 for six projects be 
approved by the County Board.  Staff supports the approval of the selected projects. 

 
BACKGROUND:  The criteria the Park and Recreation Commission uses for evaluating PEG 
projects states that any project should:   1) support or comply with current County park policy; 2) 
be on County owned or long-term leased property or privately owned common space for which a 
public use easement has been granted; 3) improve or beautify existing County parks;  4) employ 
a sound environmental approach and best management practices;  5) provide long term service to 
a substantial number of citizens; 6) not duplicate nearby services; 7) always be available for 
general public use; and 8) conform to the Neighborhood Conservation Plan for that area, if one 
exists.  In making its recommendations to the County Board, the Commission gives preference to 
projects which demonstrate the support of local neighborhood groups, offer volunteer assistance 
with maintenance, attract matching funds, and serve residents who do not have access to the type 
of facility proposed.  The maximum grant amount is $15,000. 
 



DISCUSSION:  The six projects recommended for approval by the Commission are for park 
and open space improvements at Eads Park, Gulf Branch Nature Center, Henry Clay Park, Lee 
Heights Park, Madison Manor Park, and Harrison Street/Custis Trail (see Attachment 1 for 
project locations).   
 
A description of each of the six projects is as follows: 
 

1. The recommended grant award for Eads Park will fund the installation of a black, vinyl 
coated fence around the playground. The proposal is presented by the Aurora Highlands 
Civic Association and is supported by Arlington Ridge Civic Association, the Aurora 
Women’s Club and by Bart Epstein, a community resident.  The total recommended grant 
is for $2,538. 

 
2. The recommended grant for Gulf Branch Nature Center will fund the purchase and 

installation of a new park sign made by Cylex, the construction of a pollinator garden and 
for repair of a portion of the nature trail.   The proposal is sponsored by the Old Glebe 
Civic Association and is supported by the Bellevue Forest Citizens Association.  The 
total recommended grant award is $15,000. 

 
3. The recommended grant for Henry Clay Park will provide for the replacement of a 

drinking fountain with an ADA accessible fountain.  The proposal is presented by 
members of the Lyon Park Civic Association with the full support of the association.  The 
recommended grant award is $15,000. 
 

4. The recommended grant for Lee Heights Park will fund the replacement of a split rail 
fence, the construction of a Fibar mulch trail and for planting two trees.  The proposal is 
sponsored by the Donaldson Run Civic Association.  The recommended grant award is 
$7,117. 

 
5. The recommended grant for Madison Manor Park will fund the replacement of a drinking 

fountain with an ADA accessible fountain.  The proposal is presented by the Madison 
Manor Civic Association.  The recommended grant award is $15,000.   
 

6. The recommended grant award will fund a trail connection from Harrison Street to Custis 
Trail.  The project is supported by the Bluemont Civic Association, St. Ann Catholic 
Church, and by five citizen supporters.  In addition, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Services 
Division in DES has committed to providing additional funds for the trail construction.  
The recommended grant award is $15,000. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The PEG Program is funded through Pay-As-You-Go Capital 
Improvement Program funds.  Funds are available from the Fiscal Year 2009 PAYG (ACC 
313.437405.80001.SP7.0649.0000).  The funding for the 2009 PEG projects has been identified during 
the comprehensive capital budget review process as contingency capital funds.  The FY2009 projects will 
be reviewed on a quarterly basis for potential release to begin design in summer 2009.   
 
Excluding the initial expenditure of $69,655 to implement the six projects, there are no 
additional direct fiscal impacts.  All of the recommended projects will have minimal impact on 
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maintenance since the improvements do not require maintenance beyond those levels currently 
provided in the parks.   
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