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Meeting of September 26, 2009  

 
 
 
DATE:  August 28, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:  Application for funds through the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP).  
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Authorize the County Manager to submit an application to the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) for allocation of funds through HSIP. 
 

ISSUES:  The County Board is being asked to endorse a project for submittal for $1 Million in 
HSIP funding. No issues have been identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  The County Board is being asked to endorse a submittal for HSIP funding. The 
project recommended for submittal is Pedestrian Access and Safety Improvements at 
intersections and transit stops along Arlington Boulevard. The total amount requested from HSIP 
is $1 Million. VDOT anticipates providing a 10% match for FY 2010-2011 safety projects.  
 
BACKGROUND:  HSIP is a Virginia Department of Transportation program that combines the 
former Hazard Elimination Safety Program and Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Program. VDOT 
administers the federal funds in this program with the primary objective of identifying and 
improving the safety of locations where there is a high incidence of vehicle crashes, particularly 
those resulting in injuries or fatalities. Awards are determined on a statewide competitive basis. 
 
DISCUSSION:  HSIP funding is recommended for one project, Pedestrian Access and Safety 
Improvements at intersections and transit stops along Arlington Boulevard. 
 
At six signalized, at-grade intersections along Arlington Boulevard, from Fillmore Street/Walter 
Reed Drive west to Manchester Street at the Arlington County line, Arlington County will make 
pedestrian safety improvements to facilitate crossing Arlington Boulevard and provide secure 
access to transit stops. There are currently more than 30 bus stops in the Arlington Boulevard 
corridor from the intersection with Washington Boulevard west to the Fairfax County line, and a 
high incidence of crashes at the intersections.  
 
The six recommended intersections are: Fillmore Street/Walter Reed Drive; Irving Street; 
Henderson Road; Park Drive; Edison Street; and Manchester Street.  



 
The project does not include the major arterial intersections of Glebe Road, George Mason 
Drive, and Carlin Springs Road. Issues at these major arterials are being addressed in other 
projects. 
 
Statistics show that Arlington Boulevard experiences an elevated number of vehicle crashes. The 
corridor carries more than 60,000 vehicles per day, and divides the County north and south. It is 
a vital transit corridor, with more than 30 Metro bus stops, but is inhospitable for pedestrians and 
cyclists. Many bus stops have no concrete bus pad or sidewalk access, and clearly do not meet 
ADA guidelines. Long stretches of the corridor have an open ditch cross section. 
 
Starting with an analysis of crash reports, the project will identify safety countermeasures at six 
signalized, at-grade intersections. It is anticipated that the design, engineering and construction 
work will include: storm water drainage improvements; sidewalk and curb ramp improvements; 
upgraded signal equipment; high-visibility pedestrian crosswalks; and possibly some lane 
reassignments. It is likely that with improved and better-connected pedestrian sidewalks, some 
transit stops may be consolidated, leading to improved transit service. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The County can request up to the maximum amount of $1,000,000 per 
project from the Program. The requested amount must be matched at a level of 10%. The State 
anticipates providing the 10% match required for FY 2010-2011 safety projects, as it has done 
for the last several years. 
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