ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA

County Board Agenda Item
Meeting of May 22 2010

DATE: May 13, 2010

SUBJECT: U-2713-91-1 USE PERMIT RENEWAL of a public garage (referred now as a
vehicle service establishment) for Town Car Repair located at 301 South Glebe Road. (RPC#24-
014-001)

Applicant:
Town Car Repair, Inc.

By:

Robert Steele

301 South Glebe Road
Arlington, Virginia 22204

C.M. RECOMMENDATION:

Renew, subject to all previous conditions, with a County Board review in five (5) years
(May 2015).

ISSUES: This is a request for a renewal of a vehicle service establishment (formerly known as a
“public garage”) for Town Car Repair located at 301 S. Glebe Road. No issues have been
identified.

SUMMARY: Town Car Repair seeks renewal of an existing use permit for automobile repair
and tire sales. The automobile repair use is in compliance with approved use permit conditions.
Therefore, staff recommends renewal of the use permit, subject to all previous conditions, with a
County Board review in five (5) years (May 2015).

BACKGROUND: This is a three-year review of a public garage use (now referred to as a
“vehicle service establishment”, per a text amendment adopted by the County Board) in a “C-2”
zoning district. The original use permit for an automobile service station and tire shop was
approved in October 1991. In 2005, concerns were raised by neighboring property owners about
vehicle queuing in the street, and a new Condition #9 was added. There have been two (2)
County Board reviews of this use since then (the last review renewed the use permit for three [3]
years), and the issue has apparently been resolved.
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DISCUSION: Town Car Repair continues to operate on Mondays through Saturdays from 8
a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. There are three compact and eleven standard parking spaces on site which
are used for employee and customer parking. The garage contains three service bays for general
automobile repair. A site visit by staff during business hours showed no queuing problems.

Since the Last Use Permit Review (May 5, 2007):

Use Permit Conditions: The use has operated in compliance with the conditions of use
permit approval.

Community Code Enforcement: Community Code Enforcement has not reported any
concerns regarding the continuation of this use.

Fire Marshal’s Office: The Fire Marshal's Office has not reported any concerns regarding the
continuation of this use.

Police Department: The Police Department has not reported any concerns regarding the
continuation of this use.

Civic Associations: The site is located within the Arlington Heights Civic Association, and
1s adjacent to the Alcova Heights Civic Association. Both associations were notified of this
review. The Arlington Heights Civic Association circulated the renewal request by email
among their membership, and comments staff received to date were uniformly positive.

CONCLUSION: The applicant continues to be in compliance with the conditions of approval,
and problems that arose in 2005 seem to have been resolved through a new Condition #9.
Therefore, staff recommends renewal of the vehicle service establishment use, subject to all
previous conditions, with a County Board review in five (5) years (May 2015).
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

October 12, 1991 Approved use permit (U-2713-91-1) for operation
of a tire store including sales, mounting and
balancing, subject to condition and one (1) year
review following issuance of certificate of
occupancy.

November 14, 1992 Approved amendment to use permit (U-2713-91-1)
to add third service bay and make associated site
modifications, subject to amended Condition #1, all
previous conditions and one (1) year review
(November 1993).

November 22, 1993 Continued use permit (U-2713-91-1) for three-bay
tire store, subject to previous conditions and three
(3) year review (November 1996).

November 6, 1996 Continued use permit (U-2713-91-1) for three-bay
tire store, subject to previous conditions and
additional requirements for a revised landscape plan
and updated site maintenance plan, and a six (6)
month review (May 1997).

May 7, 1997 Continued use permit (U-2713-91-1) for a three-bay
tire store, subject to all previous conditions, and
with a review in one (1) year (May 1995).

May 16, 1998 Continued, subject to all previous conditions and
with a review in three (3) years (May 2001).

May 19, 2001 Continued, subject to all previous conditions with
an administrative review in six (6) months
(November 2001), and County Board review in one
year (May 2002).

May 9, 2002 Continued, subject to all previous conditions with a
County Board review in three years (May 2005).

May 7, 2005 Continued, subject to all previous conditions and an
administrative review in six (6) months (November
2005), and County Board review in one year (May
2006).
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May 20, 2006 Continued, subject to all previous conditions with a
new condition #9 and with a County Board review
in one (1) year (May 2007).

May 5, 2007 Renewed, subject to all previous conditions with an
administrative review in one (1) year (May 2008)
and a County Board review in three (3) years (May
2010).
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Approved Conditions:

1.

The applicant shall submit a site development and landscaping plan that meets the
requirements of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance with regard to paving,
lighting, screening, signing, and landscaping. This plan shall be approved by the
County Manager or his designee prior to issuance of a building permit.

a. The site development plan shall also include a parking plan that complies
with Section 33 of the Zoning Ordinance.

b. The site development and landscaping plan shall be accompanied by a
written plan that identifies monthly site maintenance and landscaping
schedules and procedures.

c. All site building signs shall be within the maximum dimensions permitted
by the Zoning Ordinance.

d. The third bay shall have an exterior facade of either painted brick or an
architectural treatment similar to the existing building and approved by the
County Manager or his designee prior to issuance of a building permit.

The site development, landscaping, and maintenance plans shall be implemented
prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy. The applicant agrees to provide
and maintain landscaping beyond the minimum 10 percent required for sites in the
"C-2" zoning district.

The on-site storage of vehicles shall be in accordance with the approved parking
plan.

All automobile repair services shall occur within the service bay areas and are not
permitted outside the building.

No junked automobiles shall be stored on the site and there shall be no open
storage of automobile parts.

No public address system shall be used on the subject site.
There shall be no testing of vehicles on neighborhood streets.

All underground storage tanks are to be removed and soil and water are to be
tested according to County, state, and federal regulations.

Automobile cueing associated with this use shall be contained completely on-site
and shall be controlled so as not to impede traffic flow, public sidewalks, or
access to adjacent properties.
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