
DATE: September 8, 2010 

SUBJECT: U-1671-65-3 USE PERMIT AMENDMENT for comprehensive sign plan; located 

at 4763 Old Dominion Drive (RPC #03-065-001).  

Applicant: 

Marymount University 

4763 Old Dominion Drive 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 

By: 

Martin D. Walsh, Esq. and Megan C. Shilling 

Walsh Colucci Lubeley Emrich & Walsh PC 

C.M. RECOMMENDATION: 

ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

County Board Agenda Item 

Meeting of September 25, 2010 

Approve the use permit amendment for a comprehensive sign plan, subject to all previously 

approved conditions and the new conditions of the staff report. 

ISSUES: The applicant is requesting approval of a comprehensive sign plan for the newly 

constructed project at Marymount University. The Donaldson Run Civic Association objects to 

the location of the proposed freestanding sign. 

SUMMARY: The applicant is proposing a comprehensive sign plan for the newly constructed 

classroom and dormitory project located at the Marymount University campus at the intersection 

of Old Dominion Drive and 26th Street North. The sign package includes six (6) engraved donor 

identification signs on the buildings, one (1) freestanding sign, two (2) small engraved cornerstone 

signs, and four (4) parking-related directional signs. Because the site is zoned "S-3A," the only 

permitted sign by-right is a bulletin board sign, thus all proposed signs require a modification of 

Zoning Ordinance requirements. The applicant is proposing a greater number of building 

identification signs for each project building than staff typically supports; however in this case the 

small size and architecturally unobtrusive nature of the signs proposed are such that staff supports 
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allowing additional signs. Less than 100 square feet of total sign area is proposed. The 

Yorktown, Rock Spring, Donaldson Run, and Old Dominion Civic Associations were contacted 

regarding this request. The Donaldson Run Civic Association generally supports the applicant's 

proposal, however, they object to the placement of the freestanding sign along the project's Old 

Dominion Drive facade. Staff supports the proposed location of the freestanding sign because it 

will not impact vehicular and pedestrian traffic as it is located behind a significant amount of 

landscaping. Therefore, staff recommends approval of the comprehensive sign plan subject to all 

previously approved conditions and the conditions of the staff report. 

BACKGROUND: The applicant is proposing a comprehensive sign plan for the new dormitory 

and classroom project at Marymount University The site is located at 4763 Old Dominion Drive, 

and is described as follows: 

Site: The site is bounded on the north by Yorktown Boulevard, on the east by 26th Street 

North, and on the west by Old Dominion Drive. The site consists of a new residential 

building, a new classroom building, an interior courtyard, and new underground parking. 

Zoning: The site is zoned "S-3A" Special Districts. 

Land Use: The site is designated on the General Land Use Plan (GLUP) as "Public." 

Neighborhood: The site is not located within a civic association; however the Yorktown, 

Rock Spring, Old Dominion, and Donaldson Run Civic Associations were contacted 

regarding this request. See discussion below regarding civic association comments. 
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DISCUSSION: The following chart depicts the signs proposed: 

Staff supports the applicant's request as proposed. The subject site is located in the "S-3A" 

district, and because of this, none of the proposed signs are allowed as a matter of right. A 

modification to the Zoning Ordinance through a special exception comprehensive sign plan is 

necessary for the applicant's proposal. 

Although not a site plan project, The Sign Guidelines for Site Plan Buildings were used to 

evaluate this request because it is part of a large, multi-building campus. Staff believes that large, 
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PROPOSED SIGNS FOR MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY 

Type of Sign Sign Location Text Material Sign Area 

1 . Freestanding Sign Landscaping area, 

Old Dominion 

façade 

Marymount 

University, 

Arlington, Virginia 

Engraved in 

precast, blue paint 

26 . 25 sq ft 

2 . Address Indicator 

Sign 

Residential 

building, Old 

Dominion façade 

4763 Stainless steel . 6 3 sq ft 

3 . Building ID Sign Corner Old 

Dominion/south 

plaza elevation 

CARUTHERS 

HALL 

Recessed in precast 1 . 88 sq ft 

4 . Building ID Sign South plaza 

entrance 

CARUTHERS 

HALL 

Recessed in precast 1 . 88 sq ft 

5 . Building ID Sign Entrance corner Old 

Dominion/26th 

CARUTHERS 

HALL 

Recessed in precast 1 . 88 sq ft 

6 . Building ID Sign Residential 

building, Old 

Dominion facade 

ROSE BENTE LEE 

OSTAPENKO 

HALL 

Recessed in precast 3 . 75 sq ft 

7 . Building ID Sign North Plaza 

entrance 

ROSE BENTE LEE 

OSTAPENKO 

HALL 

Recessed in precast 7 . 5 sq ft. 

8 . Building ID Sign Corner 

Yorktown/26th 

ROSE BENTE LEE 

OSTAPENKO 

HALL 

Recessed in precast 7 . 5 sq ft 

9 . Cornerstone Sign North plaza 

elevation at 

entrance 

20 1 0 Recessed in precast . 52 sq ft 

1 0 . Cornerstone Sign South plaza 

elevation at 

entrance 

20 1 0 Recessed in precast . 52 sq ft 

1 1 . Parking Garage 

Sign 

Parking garage, 

residential building 

SOUTH PARKING 

GARAGE 

Stainless steel 5 . 4 sq ft 

1 2 . Parking Garage 

Sign 

Main campus 

parking garage next 

to library 

NORTH PARKING 

GARAGE 

Stainless steel 5 . 4 sq ft 

1 3 . Informational Sign Parking garage, 

residential building 

CLEARANCE 8 ' - 

2" 

Stainless steel 1 . 67 sq ft 

1 4 . Informational Sign Parking garage, 

residential building 

PERMIT 

PARKING ONLY 

Metal sign . 3 8 sq ft 

Total Sign Area 97.68 sq ft



multi-building schools should have appropriate signage to identify them and their buildings, where 

such signage is controlled by special exception approval so that it is not unduly obtrusive. The 

guidelines recommend that in a multi-building project, one (1) building identification sign be 

allowed at the primary entrance to each building, in addition to a freestanding building 

identification sign. The applicant is proposing three (3) building identification signs at various 

entrances on each of the project buildings, and one (1) freestanding identification sign. While this 

number exceeds what is recommended for in the guidelines, staff supports the applicant's request 

for a number of reasons. First, two (2) of the building identification signs are proposed to be 

located at entrances in the interior courtyard between the buildings, and will not be visible from 

the public right of way. Second, the size and design of the signs are such that they are 

unobtrusive and architecturally consistent with the building. All signs are of the same material and 

color as the buildings. None of the signs are illuminated, and they are all etched into the precast 

facade at various entry points. These signs are less obtrusive than the possible alternative, which 

could include mounted signs made of different materials and/or lighted signs. Moreover, 

Marymount is a school, which will not have commercial signage. Therefore, staff recommends 

that additional signage such as this could be approved for schools with multiple main buildings 

when it is unobtrusive. Also, the proposed signs are relatively small in size and total sign area. 

The Sign Guidelines allow a total sign area up to the linear street frontage of the subject building, 

and the proposed sign area is far less than that amount (751 feet). 

While the sign guidelines were used to evaluate this sign application, the guidelines do not 

contemplate the fact that schools or other institutions that may not be located on commercially 

zoned property require identification signs. Staff recommends that this signage, which is more 

than is allowed currently by the Zoning Ordinance, be approved only for large multi-building 

schools (which are permitted very limited signs under the ordinance) that propose building 

identification signs that are the same color and material as the building on which they are placed, 

and represent less than 50% of the signage permitted on similar commercial structures. Such 

signs will be unobtrusive, and will serve to direct students and visitors at the school to the correct 

building. 

The Yorktown, Rock Spring, Donaldson Run, and Old Dominion Civic Associations were 

contacted regarding the applicant's request. All civic associations have responded in support of 

the applicant's proposal. However, the Donaldson Run Civic Association (DRCA) is opposed to 

the location of the freestanding identification sign. This sign was originally proposed to be 

located at the entrance to the classroom building, which is the designated "signature corner" of 

the project, and the DRCA prefers this location. The applicant currently proposes that the 

freestanding sign be located along the Old Dominion Drive facade at the halfway point along the 

dormitory building, within the landscaping area. Staff supports the applicant's current request, 

because an additional sign at the "signature corner" would detract from the entrance features at 

that location. In addition, the location along the Old Dominion Drive facade lessens the sign's 

visibility to vehicular traffic due to partial blocking by landscaping, making it less obtrusive than it 

would be at the "signature corner." 

CONCLUSION: Staff supports the applicant's proposal for a comprehensive sign plan at the 

newly constructed project at Marymount University. The applicant is proposing a greater number 

of building identification signs than is typically supported; however in this case staff supports the 

U-1671-65-3, Marymount Comprehensive Sign Plan 

4763 Old Dominion Drive - 4 - 

PLA-5679



applicant's proposal due to the architectural features of the signs, their small size, and the total 

sign area proposed. Therefore, staff recommends approval subject to all previously approved 

conditions and the following new conditions. 

New Conditions ertainin to the silns at 4763 Old Dominion Drive 

69. The  all signs to the size, design, location, color, materials, and  

text of the proposed signs for the new Marymount University classroom and dormitory 

project located at 4763 Old Dominion Drive and approved by the County Board in July 

2007 shown on the drawin  s entitled "Ma mount Universit ," prepared by Davis,  

Carter, Scott, and dated June 21, 2010.  

70. The applicant agrees that the Zoning Administrator may approve a minor change to the  

Comprehensive Sign Plan consistent with the Sign Guidelines for Site Plan Buildings .  

For the purposes of the preceding sentence, minor changes shall include only the  

followin• i a minor ad'ustment in the location of the siln to meet field conditions less 

than less than 5%), or 

in a chanle in the text and/or color of the siln. All other chanles to the a. proved  

Comprehensive Sign Plan will require site plan approval or amendment.  

U-1671-65-3, Marymount Comprehensive Sign Plan 

4763 Old Dominion Drive - 5 - 

PLA-5679



PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 

June 26, 1965 

August 2, 1965 

June 1, 1974 

June 17, 1975 

June 12, 1976 
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Deferred use permit request for Marymount College 

of Virginia (U-1671-65-2) with an increased 

enrollment to 800 students to the August 2, 1965 

meeting. 

Approved use permit request for Marymount 

College of Virginia (U-1671-65-2) for the operation 

of a Junior college with an increased enrollment to 

800 students, subject to approval by the County 

Manager of a landscaping and drainage plan. 

The County Board also instructed the County 

Manager to appear before the Board of Zoning 

Appeals at its hearing on Marymount's application 

for a variance to present the case for a reduction in 

height of the proposed new construction at 

Marymount College. 

Approved U-1974-74-4, Use Permit to operate a 

permanent year-round day care and learning center 

for 60 children, three to five years old, 7:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at 2807 North 

Glebe Road, subject to review at the June, 1975. 

Renewed Marymount Child Dev. Center (U-1974- 

74-4) to operate a permanent year-round day care 

and learning center for 60 children, three to five 

years old, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. 

Renewed Gerard Majella Child Care Center 

(formerly Marymount) (U-1974-74-4) to operate a 

permanent year-round day care and learning center 

for 60 children, three to five years old, 7:00 a.m. to



June 4, 1977 

June 3, 1978 

April 3, 1982 

April 8, 1983 

August 16, 1986 

July 9, 1988 

January 9, 1990 
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6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Renewed Gerard Majella Child Care Center (U-

1974-74-4) to operate a permanent year-round day 

care and learning center for 60 children, three to five 

years old, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. 

Renewed Gerard Majella Child Care Center (U-

1974-74-4) to operate a permanent year-round day 

care and learning center for 60 children, three to five 

years old, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. 

Approved a use permit for an off- site parking area 

incidental to a use permitted in an "R" District for 

the parcel of real property known as 4761 Old 

Dominion Drive (U-2332-82-2), subject to 

conditions, and with review in one (1) year: 

Renewed a use permit for an off- site parking area 

incidental to a use permitted in an "R" District for 

the parcel of real property known as 4761 Old 

Dominion Drive (U-2332-82-2), subject to all 

previous conditions and with no further review. 

Approved a use permit amendment (U-1974-74-4) 

to expand the enrollment in a day care center from 

60 to 120 children, ages two to six years, from 7:00 

a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on weekdays, subject to a 

condition and review in three years. 

Approved a use permit amendment (U-1671-65-2) 

to address the change in program from a junior 

college with an enrollment of 1,000 students to a 

university with an enrollment which may exceed 

1,000 students and to permit the construction of a 

three story addition containing 32,804 square feet of 

gross floor area to provide additional library space 

and related services, subject to conditions and 

review in 18 months. 

Requested Marymount University to work with the 

County staff to address parking issues and to 

designate a liaison to speak with affected civic



July 30, 1991 

August 10, 1991 

September 18, 1991 

May 16, 1992 

associations. 
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Renewed a use permit (U-1671-65-2) for a program 

change from a junior college with an enrollment of 

1,000 students to a university with an enrollment 

which may exceed 1,000 students, and for 

construction of a three story addition for additional 

library space and related services, subject to all 

previous conditions and review in six months. 

Renewed a use permit (U-1671-65-2) for a 

university with an enrollment which may exceed 

1,000 students, and associated library and related 

services, subject to all previous conditions, one new 

condition, and review in one year. 

Established a Mission Statement for the Working 

Group as agreed to by representatives of 

Marymount University. 

Approved and ratified the Purchase Agreement 

attached to the County Manager's August 8, 1991 

replacement report between the County and 

Marymount University for the sale to the University 

of a parcel of land bounded by Old Dominion Drive, 

Yorktown Boulevard, and North 26th Street for 

$1,087,500, and authorized the Chairman to execute 

the deed conveying the property, with the contract 

and deed subject to changes which either clarify or 

improve the County's position and do not adversely 

affect the County's interest, as determined by the 

County Manager and approved by the County 

Attorney. 

Renewed a use permit (U-2332-82-2) for an off-site 

parking area incidental to a use permitted in zoning 

district "R-6," One-Family Dwelling District, for the 

parcel known as 4761 Old Dominion Drive, subject 

to all previous conditions and one new condition. 

Carried over to the May 26, 1992 recessed session, 

a rezoning (Z-2404-92-1); use permit amendment 

and review (U-1671-65-2); and abandonment and 

conveyance to Marymount University of a portion of 

right-of-way for Yorktown Boulevard at North 26th 

Street.



May 26, 1992 

July 16, 1998 

December 12, 2006 
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Approved a rezoning (Z-2404-92-1) of 

approximately 42,357 square feet of land at the 

intersection of Yorktown Boulevard and North 26th 

Street from "S-3A," Special District, "R-10," One-

Family Dwelling District; and 

Approved a use permit amendment (U-1671-65-2) 

to incorporate into the university site approximately 

42,357 square feet of land on which a parking 

facility containing 289 spaces will be constructed for 

the parcels of real property known as 2807 North 

Glebe Road and the property at the intersection of 

Yorktown Boulevard and North 26th Street, 

approval is granted and the parcels so described 

shall be used according to the use permit approval 

requested by the application, subject to all previous 

conditions, new conditions, and review of the 

operation of the garage in one year following the 

issuance of a certificate of occupancy; and 

Abandoned and conveyed to Marymount University 

the portion of the right-of-way for Yorktown 

Boulevard at North 26th Street, as shown on a plat 

attached to the County Manager's May 5, 1992 

report, subject to conditions. 

Approved a use permit amendment (U-1671-65-2) 

for construction of an addition to provide 

gymnasium, locker rooms, and ancillary space to 

Butler Hall at Marymount University (approximately 

27,000 square feet of gross floor area) for the parcel 

of real property known as 2807 North Glebe Road, 

subject to all previous conditions; amended 

conditions, and new conditions; and review in one 

year following issuance of a Certificate of 

Occupancy. 

Deferred consideration of a use permit amendment 

(U-1671-65-2) for the construction of additional 

classrooms, faculty offices, academic space, 

laboratories, dorm rooms, accessory uses, parking; 

2807 N. Glebe Rd., 4655 N. 26th St. and subject 

property bounded by Old Dominion Dr., Yorktown 

Blvd. and N. 26th St. (Marymount University) (RPC 

#03-065-001, 03-047-001, -217) to the March 17, 

2007 meeting.



March 17, 2007 

June 9, 2007 

July 7, 2007 
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Deferred consideration of a use permit amendment 

(U-1671-65-2) for the construction of additional 

classrooms, faculty offices, academic space, 

laboratories, dorm rooms, accessory uses, parking; 

2807 N. Glebe Rd., 4655 N. 26th St. and subject 

property bounded by Old Dominion Dr., Yorktown 

Blvd. and N. 26th St. (Marymount University) (RPC 

#03-065-001, 03-047-001, -217) to the June 9, 2007 

meeting. 

Deferred consideration of a use permit amendment 

(U-1671-65-2) for the construction of additional 

classrooms, faculty offices, academic space, 

laboratories, dorm rooms, accessory uses, parking; 

2807 N. Glebe Rd., 4655 N. 26th St. and subject 

property bounded by Old Dominion Dr., Yorktown 

Blvd. and N. 26th St. (Marymount University) (RPC 

#03-065-001, 03-047-001, -217) to the July 7, 2007 

meeting. 

Approved use permit amendment (U-1671-65-2) for 

the construction of additional classrooms, faculty 

offices, academic space, laboratories, dorm rooms, 

accessory uses, parking; 2807 N. Glebe Rd., 4655 

N. 26th St. and subject property bounded by Old 

Dominion Dr., Yorktown Blvd. and N. 26th St. 

(Marymount University) (RPC #03-065-001, 03- 

047-001, -217).
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MAJR3053921DINGSISignage Plans ISignage Matrix.xls 6/18/2010 

MARYMOUNT UN IVERSITY 

Type ' Size Sign Area Text Location Material s/Color 

Type A Building Identification Signs 

A . 1 Free Standing Sign 7 ' -6 "x3 ' -6 " 26 .25 sf. Marymount University S ignage located on S ignage text 

Arlington, VA Old Dominion rece ssed in precast and 

(with MU Blazon) between Octagon and painted in blue 

Exit Stair 

A .2 Address Indicator Sign 5 "x l ' -6 " 0 . 63 sf. 4763 S ignage surface mounted Proj ected mount 

on RH wall corner on Stainle ss Steel 

Old Dominion near Preci sion cut 

exhaust shaft letters 

Type B Donor sign s 

B . 1 Academic Facility 5 " x 4 ' -6 " 1 . 8 8 sf. CARUTHERS HALL Signage located on 3 rd S ignage text 

Donor Sign floor precast cornice band rece ssed in precast 

on west clock tower e levation 

B . 2 Academic Facility 5 " x 4 ' -6 " 1 . 8 8 sf. CARUTHERS HALL Signage located on 1 st S ignage text 

Donor Sign floor precast spandrel rece ssed in precast 

above windows on north 

clock tower elevation 

B . 3 Academic Facility 5 " x 4 ' -6 " 1 . 8 8 sf. CARUTHERS HALL Signage located on 2nd S ignage text 

Donor Sign floor precast cornice band rece ssed in precast 

on Octagon central panel
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at corner of Old Dominion 

and 26th Street 

B . 4 Residence Hall 5 "x9 ' -0 " 3 . 75 sf. ROSE BENTE LEE Signage located on 3 rd S ignage text 

Donor Sign OSTAPENKO HALL floor precast cornice band rece ssed in precast 

at RH elevation on Old 

Dominion . 

B . 5 Residence Hall 1 ' -6 " x 5 ' -0 " 7 . 5 sf. ROSE BENTE LEE Signage located at 2nd floor S ignage text 

Donor Sign OSTAPENKO HALL precast spandrel above rece ssed in precast 

the breezeway opening at 

RH plaza e levation near the 

west end plaza gates 

B . 6 Residence Hall 1 ' -6 " x 5 ' -0 " 7 . 5 sf. ROSE BENTE LEE Signage located on 2nd floor S ignage text 

Donor Sign OSTAPENKO HALL precast curved spandrel rece ssed in precast 

piece at midspan of the 

curved e levation at corner 

of Old Dominion and 26th 

Street . 

Type C Corner Stone Sign s 

C . 1 Residence Hall 5 "x 1 ' 3 " 0 . 5 2 sf. 20 1 0 Signage located at east S ignage text 

Corner Stone Sign corner wall of plaza and RH rece ssed in precast 

breezeway above 1 st floor 

precast sil l
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C .2 Academic Facility 5 "x 1 ' 3 " 0 . 5 2 sf. 20 1 0 Signage located on north S ignage text 

Corner Stone Sign elevation of clock tower at rece ssed in precast 

plaza above precast base on 

1 st floor 

Type D Parking Garage Sign s 

D . 1 Parking Garage Sign 6 " x 1 0 9 " 5 .4 sf. SOUTH PARKING Signage surface mounted Proj ected mount 

GARAGE on stone wall above the Stainle ss Steel 

Garage entrance on Precision cut 

G3 Level letters 

D .2 Parking Garage Sign 6 " x 1 0 9 " 5 .4 sf. NORTH PARKING Signage surface mounted Proj ected mount 

GARAGE on wall above the Stainle ss Steel 

Garage entrance on Precision cut 

Yorktown Blvd . letters 

of the bridge 

Type E Informational Signs 

E . 1 Warning Sign 5 " x 4 ' 1 . 67 sf. CLEARANCE 8 ' -2 " S ignage located on crash bar Black surface 

hung from G2 slab above painted sign 

Garage G3 entrance 

E .2 Warning Sign 1 ' -0 "X 4 . 5 " 0 . 3 8 sf. 

PERMIT PARKING 

ONLY Signage located on parking Surface mounted metal sign 

vendor booth on G3 level 

garage entrance 

TOTAL S I GN AREA 66 sf.
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U-1671-65-3 

26th Street, Yorktown Boulevard, and Old Dominion Drive 

RPC #03-065-001 

Note: These maps are for property location assistance only. 

They may not represent the latest survey and other information. 
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From: Ned W. Rhodes [mailto:ned©softwaresystemsgroup.com] On Behalf Of 'Ned Rhodes' 

Sent: Sunday, August 22, 2010 10:54 AM 

To: CountyBoard; CountyManager 

Cc: ec©drca.org; Matthew Pfeiffer; Robert Gibson; Melinda Artman 

Subject: Use Permit Application U-1671-65-3 

The Donaldson Run Civic Association has no objection to this use permit with the exception of  

the sign designated A.1. We oppose Sign A.1 for the following reasons: 

1. During the initial use permit discussion, much was made by the applicant about the 

"signature corner" of the building at
 26th

 Street North and Old Dominion. Given that this 

was supposed to be the "signature corner" of the building, we feel that any sign that 

indicates that the building belongs to Marymount University should be there (on the 

building) and not as a free standing sign in the middle of the block on Old Dominion 

where they are proposing it. 

2. We oppose any additional signage in the grass surrounding the building, especially sign 

designated A.1. 

3. I am attaching a scan from the initial use permit where Marymount University is clearly 

indicated on the building at the signature corner and not as a free standing sign. 

4. This sign was not discussed prior to the use permit being submitted at the monthly 

neighborhood relations meetings. 

It is for these reasons that the Donaldson Run Civic Association opposes approval of the sign 

designated as A.1. 

Ned W. Rhodes 

Software Systems Group 

703.812.5072 x100
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