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DATE:  October 1, 2010 

SUBJECT:  Enactment of an Ordinance to Vacate a Portion of an Easement for Public 
Sidewalk, Utilities and Storm Drainage Purposes on Part of Lot 650, 3200 4th Street North, 
Ashton Heights (RPC# 19047010), with Conditions. 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATIONS:   

1. Enact the attached Ordinance to Vacate a portion of an Easement for Public Sidewalk, 
Utilities and Storm Drainage Purposes on Part of Lot 650, Ashton Heights (RPC# 
19047010), with Conditions. 

 
2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, or his designee, to execute the Deed of Vacation 

on behalf of the County Board, subject to approval of such deed as to form by the County 
Attorney. 

ISSUE:  The County Board has been requested to enact an Ordinance to vacate a portion of an 
easement acquired by the County in 2008, as part of a Department of Environmental Services 
project for the improvement of a portion North Irving Street (Project# NPD3).   The portion of 
the easement to be vacated was not needed for the Project. There are no outstanding issues. 
 
SUMMARY:  This is a request from Martin and Moira Secrest for the vacation of a portion of 
an Easement for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and Storm Drainage Purposes across a portion of the 
Secrest’s property that was acquired for the construction of a recently completed Department of 
Environmental Services project for the improvement of County utilities and the streetscape along a 
portion of North Irving Street.  As a result of project design modifications, most of the area of 
the easement acquired was not needed for the project.  Upon approval by the County Board and 
recordation of the Deed of Vacation by the Applicants, the County’s interest in the subject 
portion of the easement will be extinguished. 
 
BACKGROUND: In 2008, the County acquired an Easement for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and 
Storm Drainage Purposes on a portion of the property located at 3200 4th Street North.  The 
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easement was needed for the construction of a part of the project to be built at the intersection of 
North Irving Street and 4th Street North. The easement is shown on the Vicinity Maps attached 
hereto as Exhibit B.  The project has recently been completed. Before construction of the project, 
but after the County Board’s acceptance of the easement, the project underwent additional 
redesign that rendered a one hundred ninety-two (192) square foot portion of the easement 
unneeded for the construction, reconstruction or maintenance of the installed project 
improvements.  
 
DISCUSSION: Following construction of the project, staff received a request from the Secrests 
to vacate the subject portion of the easement, as it was not needed for the project or other County 
purposes. 
 
Legal and Physical Description: The easement that is the subject of this vacation request is 
depicted on the plat attached to the proposed Ordinance of Vacation (Attachment 1) hereto as 
Exhibit A. The property is located at 3200 4th Street North and is identified in the Arlington 
County land records as RPC # 19047010. The subject easement was acquired by the County 
from the Secrests by Deed, dated December 18, 2008, recorded in Deed Book 4231 at Page 152, 
among the land records of Arlington County, Virginia. 
 
Compensation: The easement was conveyed to the County for no compensation. Consistent with 
County practice, staff recommends that the subject area be vacated, upon the satisfaction of the 
conditions of the Ordinance, for no compensation.  
 
Public Notice:  Public notice was given in accordance with the Code of Virginia.  Notices were 
placed in the September 29, 2010 and October 6, 2010 issues of the Washington Times for the 
County Board meeting of October 23, 2010. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: None. 
 
CONCLUSION:  It is recommended that the County Board enact the Ordinance to vacate a 
Portion of an Easement for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and Storm Drainage Purposes on Part of 
Lot 650, Ashton Heights (RPC# 19047010), with conditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1 

 
ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PORTION OF AN EASEMENT FOR PUBLIC 

SIDEWALK, UTILITIES AND STORM DRAINAGE PURPOSES ON PART OF LOT 
650, ASHTON HEIGHTS (RPC# 19047010), WITH CONDITIONS: 

 
BE IT ORDAINED that, pursuant to a request by Mr. Martin and Mrs. Moira Secrest (the 

“Property Owners/Applicants”) on file in the offices of the Department of Environmental 

Services, a portion of the Easement for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and Storm Drainage Purposes 

on Part of Lot 650, Ashton Heights (RPC# 19047010), recorded in Deed Book 4231 at Page 152, 

among the land records of Arlington County, Virginia, and shown as “Portion of Easement 

Acquired for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and Storm Drainage Purposes Hereby Vacated, Area = 

192 SQ. FT.” on the Plat entitled “Plat Showing Vacation of a Portion of an Easement Acquired 

for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and Storm Drainage Purposes, on Part Lot 650, Ashton Heights, 

D.B. 177, PG. 152, Arlington County, Virginia”, approved on October 7, 2010, by the Arlington 

County Subdivision and Bonds Administrator of the Department of Environmental Services, and 

attached hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby vacated, subject to the following conditions: 

 
1. The Applicants/Property Owners shall prepare and submit to the County for review and 

approval, the Deed(s) of Vacation, subject to approval thereof by the County Manager, or his 
designee, and approval of the deeds as to form by the County Attorney. 

2. The Applicants/Property Owners shall record all plats, the Deed(s) of Vacation, and all deeds 
required by this Condition. 

3. The Applicants/Property Owners may be required to pay fees for the recording of the 
required documents associated with the Ordinance of Vacation. 

4. All conditions of the Ordinance of Vacation shall be met by noon on October 22, 2011, or the 
Ordinance of Vacation shall become null and void, without the necessity of any further 
action by the County Board. 
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EXHIBIT B 
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