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 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of October 23, 2010 

 
 
DATE:  October 4, 2010 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of an Amended Appendix A to a Standard Project Administration 
Agreement between the County Board and the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) for the Development and Administration of Rosslyn Circle 
Improvements and the N. Lynn Street / Esplanade Project.   
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:     
 

1. Approve an Amended Appendix A to a Standard Project Administration Agreement 
between the County Board of Arlington, Virginia and the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) dated November 13th 2008 for Rosslyn Circle 
/ N. Lynn Street Esplanade Improvements and authorize the County Manager on 
behalf of the County Board to execute the Amended Appendix, subject to approval of 
the Amended Appendix as to form by the County Attorney.  

 
2. Approve the reallocation of County received funds associated with JBG/Waterview 

Project (SP #25 DC #62) to fund the Construction Phase of a combined Rosslyn 
Circle Improvements, N. Lynn Street/Esplanade Project (“Project”).        

 
ISSUES:    This request for an amendment to Appendix A of the Standard Project 
Administration Agreement between the County Board of Arlington, Virginia and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Transportation (“Agreement”), approved in 
November of 2008 will allow a shift of the Construction Phase funding to the Preliminary 
Engineering (PE) phase funding for the Project and will expand the scope of the PE phase of 
work.  No new funding is associated with this request.   
 
SUMMARY:  In November of 2008, the Arlington County Board approved a Standard Project 
Administration Agreement with VDOT awarding to the County $800,000 of Regional Surface 
Transportation Program (RSTP) funds with a State match of $200,000 for the Rosslyn Circle 
Improvements for both PE and Construction phases of work.  For the purpose of reducing 
Federal Highway administration requirements in the Construction Phase, VDOT has recently 
requested that the RSTP and State Match Funds only be used in the PE phase of the Project 
instead of both the PE and Construction Phases (See Attachment 1 – Proposed Amended 
Appendix A and Attachment 2 - 2008 Standard Project Administration Agreement.)  
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Additionally, the PE phase of the Project is being expanded to include the PE work associated 
with the N. Lynn Street/Esplanade Project, an adjacent project funded by JBG/Waterview 
(Project SP#25 DC #62), located on VDOT right of way.  The Construction Phase of both 
projects will now be funded from $3.6M received from JBG/Waterview Project (SP#25 DC 
#62).    
 
The results of these actions will combine two separately funded yet physically overlapping 
projects and will allow a more efficient Project Administration and VDOT approval of the PE 
and Construction Phases of work.  (See Attachment 3 - Exhibit of Combined Rosslyn Circle / N. 
Lynn Street Esplanade Project Area).   
 
BACKGROUND:    This is a request for approval of an amendment to Appendix A to the 
Agreement for the development and administration of an RSTP-funded transportation project, 
intended to improve multimodal safety and mobility and provide improved amenities for 
pedestrians and bicyclists in the County.  The County has been awarded $800,000 of RSTP funds 
with a State match of $200,000 for the Rosslyn Circle Improvements.  The Project consists of 
curb and gutter, trail, sidewalk and intersection improvements along the Custis Trail and in 
Rosslyn Circle adjacent to westbound Lee Highway between N. Oak Street and N. Lynn Street 
and now will also include the N. Lynn Street/Esplanade Project from east bound Lee Highway to 
Westbound Lee Highway and its approaches and includes modification to the N. Lynn Street 
Bridge over Interstate I-66 to expand the sidewalk on the east side of N. Lynn Street.    
  
A site plan for the Waterview development was approved by the County Board, which included 
funding for improvements to the intersection of 19th Street N. and N. Kent Street (completed in 
2008).  Concern about Custis Trail safety led to the Rosslyn Circle Bicycle and Pedestrian Study.  
Staff has been working with the Rosslyn Renaissance on the design of streetscape improvements 
for N. Lynn Street.  That plan and proposals for Custis Trail converge at N. Lynn Street and 
westbound Lee Highway (northeast corner).    
 
 

DISCUSSION:  Attached the Amended Appendix A to a Standard Project Agreement for the 
Rosslyn Circle / N. Lynn Esplanade Improvements.  This Project consists of curb and gutter, 
trail, sidewalk and intersection improvements along the Custis Trail and in Rosslyn Circle 
adjacent to westbound (WB) Lee Highway between N. Oak Street and N. Lynn Street.  This 
project is planned to proceed concurrently with, and be completed at approximately the same 
time as the Rosslyn Esplanade Project along N. Lynn Street.  The proposed improvements are 
located within VDOT right of way and Arlington County right of way.  No additional land or 
easement area is necessary to implement the project.  The design and construction will be 
managed by Arlington County as the local project administrator working with VDOT to secure 
design approvals.  The following are detailed descriptions of the Project: 

 
N. Lynn Street Intersection at WB Lee Highway and WB I-66 Exit Ramp: Work includes 
modified intersection geometrics, new traffic signals, pavement striping, signage, sidewalk 
modifications, new streetlights and relocation of poles and signal boxes.   The design will 
include a curb extension option for the NW corner of the intersection.  This intersection design 
focuses on Custis Trail access crossing the intersection.  Improvements to the Custis Trail and I-
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66 exit ramp include modifications to an existing retaining wall to widen the trail and changes to 
the existing fence and barrier between the ramp and trail to improve sight distance.  The 
engineering design will also accommodate improvements based on the Rosslyn Circle Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Safety Study. 

 
Custis Trail Improvement from N. Oak Street to N. Lynn Street:  Work includes realignment and 
modification of the existing trail, and modifications at the trail intersections with N. Oak Street, 
two Marriot Hotel drive entrances and Fort Myer Drive.  Trail modifications include widening 
the trail surface and increasing the trail separation from WB Lee Highway.  Intersections 
modifications include curb extensions, wider curb ramps and radius modifications.  Street lights, 
landscaping and signal improvements will also be included in the project.  All improvements will 
be based on the recommendations of the Rosslyn Circle Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Study. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No new funding is associated with the amendment request. Funding was 
authorized for reimbursement in the amount of $800,000 of Federal RSTP funds with a State 
match of $200,000.  A total of $1,000,000 in approved allocation is available for the project.  
The expenditure account for this project is fund 313, cost center 43513 and project PW23.  The 
estimated VDOT project administration expense is $48,000.  The remaining funds will be 
reimbursed to the County by VDOT as expenditures are paid totaling $952,000 as per the Project 
Agreement.   
 
 

Rosslyn Circle / N. Lynn Street Esplanade Improvements  
 
Federal RSTP Funds      $   800,000 
State Matching Funds               $   200,000  
VDOT Project Administration    $    -48,000 
TOTAL       $    952,000 
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Locality:  Arlington County 

Project Narrative 

Scope: Rosslyn Circle Improvements - N. Lynn Street from Eastbound Route 29 (Lee Highway) to 
Westbound Route 29 in Arlington County and includes the WB Lee Hwy corridor to Oak Street 
and includes improvements to the I-66 exit ramp retaining wall. 

EB Lee Hwy Intersection at Lynn Street over I-66 to WB Lee Hwy  
Design Improvements to N. Lynn Street over I-66 and street intersection modifications to 
accommodate wider ADA-compliant sidewalks, traffic signals, bike lanes, signage, 
lighting, landscaping, and the integration of public art.  
N. Lynn Street Intersection at WB Lee Hwy and WB I66-Exit Ramp and Custis Trail 
Improvement from N. Oak Street to N. Lynn Street 
Design curb and gutter, trail, sidewalk and intersection improvements along the Custis 
Trail and in Rosslyn Circle adjacent to westbound Lee Highway between N. Oak Street 
and N. Lynn Street.   

o Work includes modified intersection design, new traffic signals, pavement striping, 
signage, sidewalk modifications, new streetlights, and relocation of poles and 
signal boxes.  The intersection design focuses on Custis Trail access crossing the 
intersection.  Improvements to the Custis Trail and I-66 exit ramp include 
modifications to an existing retaining wall to widen the trail and changes to the 
existing fence and barrier between the ramp and trail to improve sight distance.  
The engineering design will also accommodate improvements based on the 
Rosslyn Circle Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Study.   

o Custis Trail Improvement work includes realignment and modification of the 
existing trail, and intersection modifications at the trail intersections with N. Oak 
Street, two Marriot Hotel driveways and Fort Myer Drive.  Trail modifications 
include widening the trail surface and increasing the trail separation from WB Lee 
Highway.  Intersections modifications include curb extensions, wider curb ramps 
and radius modifications.  Street lights, landscaping and signal improvements will 
also be included in the project.  All improvements will be based on the 
recommendations of the Rosslyn Circle Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Study. 

From: EB Lee Highway (Rte 29) N. Lynn St. At N. Lynn Street Intersection 
 

To: WB Lee Highway.(Rte 29) Oak Street 

 

Locality Project Manager Contact Info: Khalid Gandhi, Khalid.Gandhi@VDOT.Virginia.gov , 703-383-2429 

Department Project Coordinator Contact Info: Tom Hutchings, Thutchings@arlingtonva.us , 703-228-3809 
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Project Costs and Reimbursement                      
 

Phase Estimated Project 
Costs 

Estimated Eligible 
Project Costs 

Estimated Eligible VDOT 
Project Expenses 

Estimated Reimbursement 
to Locality 

Preliminary Engineering 1,000,000 1,000,000 48,000 952,000 
Right-of-Way & Utilities 0  0 0 

Construction 0  0 0 

Total Estimated Cost 1,000,000 1,000,000 48,000 952,000 
  

Total Maximum Reimbursement/Payment by Locality to VDOT 0 

Total Maximum Reimbursement by VDOT to Locality 1,000,000 
 

Project Financing 
A 
 

B C D E 

RSTP 
(80% Federal Share) 

State 
(20% Match) 

<fund source C> <fund source D> 
Aggregate Allocations 

(A+B+C+D) 

800,000 200,000    

 

 

Program and Project Specific Funding Requirements 
 

• This project shall be administered in accordance with VDOT’s  Locally Administered Projects Manual 
• Funding is for Preliminary Engineering design phase and all costs in excess of the eligible project cost will be met by the 

locality.  The Construction of this project is fully funded for construction by the locality as a County Construction Initiative. 

This attachment is certified and made an official attachment to this document by the parties of this agreement 

   

Authorized Locality Official and date 
 

____________________________________________________ 
Typed or printed name of person signing 

 Residency Administrator’s/Urban Program Manager’s 
Recommendation and date 

_______________________________________________________
Typed or printed name of person signing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved as to Form:  __________________________________________________ 
      County Attorney 
 



















  

 

County Manager:  _____________ 

 

County Attorney:  _____________ 

 

Staff:  Tom Hutchings, DES-Transportation Planning 

Proposed Combined Rosslyn Circle / N. Lynn Street Esplanade 

Improvements Project Area                                                       Oc 
October 2010 
VDOT UPC #70762   

Arlington County Project # PW23 
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Arlington County, VA 

Latitude 38° 53' 47" 

Longitude:  77° 4' 10" 

    North 
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Combined Rosslyn Circle / N. Lynn Street 

Esplanade Project     
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Rosslyn Circle Improvements Phase I &II  

As Approved November 2008 
VDOT UPC #70762   

Arlington County Project # PW23 
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Arlington County, VA 

Latitude 38° 53' 47" 

Longitude:  77° 4' 10" 
 

 

 

Rosslyn Circle 

Improvements Phase I 

N. Lynn Street Esplanade Project 

(Not part of funding package) 
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Rosslyn Circle 

Improvements Phase II 


