
  

County Manager:   
 
Staff: Marco Antonio Rivero, DCPHD, Planning Division 

   
PLA-5761 

ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

 
 

         
DATE:  December 2, 2010 
 
SUBJECT:  U-1159-55-1 & U-2110-77-2 USE PERMIT AMENDMENT for expanding the use 
of the site by lighting the existing athletic fields located at 6600 Little Falls Road (Bishop Denis 
J. O’Connell High School) (RPC : 01-037-001). 
 
Applicant: 
Bishop Denis J. O’Connell High School 
6600 Little Falls Road 
Arlington, Virginia 22213 
 
By: 
Martin D. Walsh, Agent/Attorney 
Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley, Emrich & Walsh, P.C.  
2200 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 1300 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Defer the use permit amendment request for expanding the use of the site by lighting the 
existing athletic fields to the January 22, 2011 County Board meeting.  

 
ISSUES:  This is a use permit amendment request for expanding the use of the site by lighting 
the existing athletic fields.  The applicant is in the process of providing more information to staff 
regarding the specifications and impacts of the proposed field lights.  Various community 
meetings have either been held or are scheduled to take place.  A deferral is necessary in order to 
provide the applicant enough time to obtain this information and to answer questions from the 
community.  
 
DISCUSSION:  This is a use permit amendment request for expanding the use of the site by 
lighting the existing athletic fields of the Bishop Denis J. O’Connell High School.  Staff has 
informed the applicant about the need for additional information related to this use permit 
request.  Staff received revised photometric analysis information on November 10, 2010 and 
November 12, 2010 for review, but more information is needed.  The applicant needs to provide 
staff updated photometric analysis, site plans showing the reconfigured site with proposed light 
poles and setbacks, proposed parking plans, and landscaping plans particularly addressing light 
spillage on North 26th Street and North Trinidad Street.  The applicant is proposing athletic field 
lights at heights ranging from 70 to 80 feet and at setbacks that are not in compliance with the 
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Arlington County Zoning Ordinance (ACZO).  The site is zoned a combination of “R-6”/ “R-8”, 
One-Family Dwelling Districts.  Under these zoning districts the heights for the proposed field 
lights cannot exceed 58 feet (on the maximum building height allowed at 35 feet, with an 
additional 23 feet allowed in Section 31.B.2.a. of the ACZO for "Structures Permitted above the 
Height Limit").  The property has four (4) fronts: Little Falls Road, N. Underwood St., N. 
Trinidad St., and 26th St N.  The setbacks are measured 50 feet from the centerline of the street 
or 25 feet from the street right-of-way.  No structures are permitted to be located within this 
setback area. 
 
The applicant has conducted three working group meetings composed of Bishop O’Connell 
representatives, County Staff, and neighborhood residents of the Arlington-East Falls Church 
and Williamsburg neighborhoods.  These meetings took place on November 1, 9, and 16, 2010.  
Meetings in December will be organized to address issues regarding the proposed field light 
heights, setbacks, potential landscaping measures, parking, and further photometric analysis, 
among other issues.  The meetings will also address issues regarding the draft Memorandum of 
Understanding between the affected Civic Associations and Bishop O’ Connell that has been 
proposed by the applicant and presented to the working group.  The proposed Memorandum of 
Understanding will address issues including hours of operation for the proposed field lights, what 
activities are proposed for the fields, what parties will be using the fields, maintenance and other 
matters.  The applicant is still working in the proposed document.  A better assessment of the site 
and the impact of the proposed field lights can be made after these follow-up meetings take 
place.  Therefore, staff recommends deferral of the use permit amendment request for expanding 
the use of the site by lighting the existing athletic fields to the January 22, 2011 County Board 
meeting.  
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