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ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

 
 
 
 
DATE:  January 13, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:  Request to Advertise “On The County Board’s Own Motion” a public hearing on a 
proposed rezoning from "R-6" One-Family Dwelling Districts to "S-3A" Special Districts, for 414 
and 420 North Fillmore Street (Lyon Park Community Center and associated private park). (RPC 
#18-050-001). 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Authorize advertisement of a public hearing by the County Board on March 12, 2011 “On 
The County Board’s Own Motion” for a  proposed rezoning from "R-6" One-Family 
Dwelling Districts to "S-3A" Special Districts, for 414 and 420 North Fillmore Street 
(Lyon Park Community Center).  

 
ISSUES:  This is a request for authorization from the County Board to advertise  on its own 
motion a public hearing to consider rezoning the property at 414 and 420 North Fillmore Street, 
known as the Lyon Park Community Center and associated grounds, from “R-6” to “S-3A”.  The 
Board of Governors of the Lyon Park Community Center consents to the proposed rezoning.  
There are no known issues at this time.   
 
SUMMARY:  This is a request to authorize advertisement of public hearings, on the County 
Board’s own motion, to consider rezoning the Lyon Park Community Center and the associated 
2.3 acre private park from “R-6” to “S-3A”.”  The Community Center and grounds are privately 
owned.  The use of the property is currently nonconforming to the “R-6” zoning regulations, but 
if rezoned to “S-3A” the center would be a conforming use.  The General Land Use Plan (GLUP) 
designation for the site is “Semi-Public”, and the “S-3A” zoning district most closely corresponds 
to the GLUP designation and to the actual use of the property as a community center, and as 
passive and active recreation space.  The proposed rezoning would also eliminate the possibility 
of future residential subdivision and development at an “R-6” density.  As this is an amendment 
advertised by the County Board in the public interest, there will be no fee charged to the 
applicant.  Therefore, staff recommends that the County Board authorize advertisement, “On Its 
Own Motion, a public hearing on March 12, 2011 on a proposed rezoning from "R-6" One-
Family Dwelling Districts to "S-3A" Special Districts for 414 and 420 North Fillmore Street 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of January 22, 2011 

23.
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(Lyon Park Community Center).   
 

BACKGROUND:  The Lyon Park Community Center was established in 1924, and constructed 
about one (1) year later as an effort by the citizens of the new subdivision of Lyon Park to provide 
recreation and meeting space for the community.  The grounds around the Community Center are 
a private park used for active and passive recreation, including a playground.  The property is 
privately owned by the not-for-profit Lyon Park Community Center, and administered by a Board 
of Governors.  The property was developed and the use as a community building and private park 
was established before the adoption of Arlington County’s first zoning ordinance (1930) and is 
considered a legally nonconforming use.  The subject property has been zoned “R-6” One-Family 
Dwelling Districts since the adoption of the current Arlington County Zoning Ordinance in 1950.  
The “R-6” district (referring back to “R-20”) requires a special exception use permit for 
“community buildings”, as well as non-commercial “clubs and grounds for games and sports”.   
 
The property has been designated “Semi-Public (Country clubs and semi-public recreational 
facilities.  Churches, private schools and private cemeteries [predominant use on block].)”on the 
General Land Use Plan since the adoption of the first GLUP in 1961.  A legend on the GLUP 
states that “S-3A” and “S-D” are the most appropriate zoning designations for a “Semi-Public” 
space.    
 
Other semi-public (i.e., not owned by the County Government or School Board) community 
centers and recreation grounds in Arlington include Lyon Village Community Hall (zoned “R-6” 
and designated “Public” on the GLUP), and the Barcroft School and Civic League Center (zoned 
“R-6” and designated “Low Residential 1-10 du/acre” on the GLUP).  Both community center 
uses were established before the adoption of the current Zoning Ordinance, and are also currently 
nonconforming.   

 
DISCUSSION:  The Lyon Park Community Center and private park is currently nonconforming 
to the Zoning Ordinance, as no use permit has been approved for either use.  Also, the main 
structure on the site, the Community Center, was built in 1925, and does not conform to the 
Zoning Ordinance in several ways, including setbacks and parking.  In discussions with County 
staff about the possibility of renovating the 85-year-old Community Center building, it was 
suggested that possibly rezoning the entire property from “R-6” to “S-3A” would result in the 
Community Center  and private park becoming “by-right” uses, as opposed to legally 
nonconforming and requiring the applicant to go through the use permit process, as well as 
bringing the property into conformance with the vision of the General Land Use Plan (“S-D” 
designation is not considered appropriate in this context as “S-D” does not permit private 
recreational areas or community centers, either by right or by special exception).  In addition, if 
the property were to be sold by the community for development, “S-3A” designation would 
permit the construction of only one (1) single family house by –right, rather than potential by-right 
residential development at an “R-6” density.  As this is an amendment advertised by the Board in 
the public interest, per the Board’s adopted FY 2011 fee schedule there will be no fee charged to 
the applicant. The Board of Governors of the Lyon Park Community Center consent to the 
proposed rezoning (attached).     
 
CONCLUSION:  It should be noted that a recommendation to authorize advertisement does not 
imply support of approval of the proposed rezoning.  However, for the County Board to consider 
the rezoning, a public hearing must be advertised.  As this is an amendment advertised on the 
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County Board’s own motion in the public interest, per the Board’s adopted FY 2011 fee schedule 
there will be no fee charged to the applicant.  Therefore, staff recommends that the County Board 
advertise a public hearing by the County Board on March 12, 2011, to consider on its own motion 
the proposed rezoning from "R-6" One-Family Dwelling Districts to "S-3A" Special Districts for 
414 and 420 North Fillmore Street (Lyon Park Community Center and associated private park).
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Request to Advertise:  Rezoning
414 N Fillmore St, RPC  #18050001 z-2550-10-1

I

From: "R-6"
To:    "S-3A"

Low: 1-10 Units/Acre


