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County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of February 12, 2011 

 
 
DATE:  January 20, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of an Award of Contract for the Construction of Improvements at Big 
Walnut Park located at 1915 North Harrison Street, Invitation to Bid Number 24-11. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. Approve the Award of Contract Number 24-11 in the amount of $288,780.44 to AND 
Contracting, Inc., and approve an allocation of $28,900.00 as a contingency for 
change orders, for a total contract authorization of $317,680.44. 

 
2. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the contract documents and all other 

documents to implement the above actions, subject to review of such documents by 
the County Attorney. 

 
ISSUES:  County Board approval is required for award of the construction contract.  There are 
no outstanding issues. 
 
SUMMARY:  Following a community process that involved the Tara-Leeway Heights Civic 
Association (TLH-CA) and staff from the Arlington County Department of Parks, Recreation, 
and Cultural Resources (PRCR), the award of this contract will address the renovation of the 
existing playground at Big Walnut Park, which has been redesigned to serve school-age children, 
and includes related park improvements such as accessible entrances, a loop path, an accessible 
picnic area, benches, bicycle racks, seat walls, and a sand play area.  This is a request for award 
of contract for construction of the park improvements. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Big Walnut Park is a 1.6-acre neighborhood park, which primarily serves the 
residents of the Tara-Leeway Heights neighborhood.  The park’s existing amenities include tot-
age play structures, a pavilion, picnic tables, and benches. 
 
In the spring of 2008, PRCR staff initiated a community process to develop conceptual designs 
for the Neighborhood Conservation project to replace the outdated playground equipment and 
update the play area with accessible walkways.  The neighborhood and PRCR staff met several 
times to discuss amenities the community would favor and address community concerns.  The 
TLH-CA approved the proposed concept plan in May 2008.  The project was recommended for 
approval in the Fall 2008 Neighborhood Conservation funding round and approved by the 
County Board in January 2009. 

 

17.



 
 

- 2 - 

 
A design meeting was held with the TLH-CA in October 2009 to develop a more detailed 
preliminary design.  After a survey of other nearby playgrounds revealed a higher number of tot-
age play areas, the TLH-CA decided to replace the existing tot-age play equipment at Big 
Walnut Park with play equipment designed for school-age children.  Upon PRCR staff’s revision 
of the preliminary plan to provide play structures for school-age children and include a 
continuous loop path around the play area, the TLH-CA approved the final design plan in 
November 2009.  Staff has continually informed the TLH-CA of the project’s progress 
throughout the development of final construction documents. 
 
Planned enhancements to the park include a new school-age play area, improved accessible 
entrances with signs, an asphalt loop path, picnic tables, benches, bike racks, a sand play area, 
and landscaping.  The existing pavilion will remain. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Bids for the construction of the Big Walnut Park improvements were opened on 
January 19, 2011.  A total of 13 bids were received by the Purchasing Agent and are listed 
below, from lowest to highest Bid Amount: 
 

Bidder:     Bid Amount: 
1. AND Contracting, Inc.   $288.780.44 
2. Sumter Contracting Corp.   $298,665.40 
3. Nastos Construction, Inc.   $343,700.00 
4. Vista Contracting, Inc. .  $345,000.00 
5. Triple J Construction, Inc.   $349,577.00 
6. HIT Contracting .   $392,469.00 
7. Avon Corporation    $398,177.21 
8. Jeffrey Stack, Inc.    $412,000.00 
9. AVCC Construction Contractors, LLC $424,654.00 
10. McDonnell Landscape, Inc.  $429,099.00 
11. Corning Construction Corporation $442,692.00 
12. Fort Myer Construction Corporation $447,195.85 
13. Garcete Construction Co., Inc.  $525,847.22 

 
The lowest responsive bid for the construction of the playground and other improvements was 
submitted by AND Contracting, Inc.  AND Contracting, Inc., was determined to be a responsible 
bidder.  It is recommended that the contract be awarded to AND Contracting, Inc.  Attached to 
this Report are copies of the Big Walnut Park Design Plan and Location Map. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Funding is provided through the Neighborhood Conservation Program, 
account code 316.437405.72301.N487.CJF.0000.  The Neighborhood Conservation Advisory 
Committee recommended this project in the Fall 2008 funding session, and the County Board 
approved funds in January 2009. 






