ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA

County Board Agenda Item
M eeting of April 16, 2011

DATE: April 7,2011

SUBJECT: U-3279-11-1 USE PERMIT for public utility/telecommunications facility for
Williamsburg Shopping Center, located at 6404 Williamsburg Blvd. (RPC# 01-020-007).

Applicant:
AT&T Mobility

By:

Charles Salamone

Network Building and Consulting
7380 Coca Cola Drive, Suite 106
Hanover, Maryland 21076

C.M. RECOMMENDATION:

Approve the use permit for an existing telecommunications facility with an existing stealth
monopole and an existing cabinet platform, subject to the conditions of the staff report.

ISSUES: The applicant is requesting a use permit to install new antennas inside an existing
stealth monopole (disguised as a flagpole) on the roof of the Williamsburg Shopping Center, and
install equipment cabinets in an existing equipment pad also on the roof. No issues have been
identified.

SUMMARY: The applicant is requesting a use permit to install new antennas inside an existing
stealth monopole (disguised as a flagpole) on the roof of the Williamsburg Shopping Center, and
install equipment cabinets in an existing equipment pad also on the roof. The stealth monopole
and rooftop equipment pad area were originally approved administratively. This proposal will
permit the applicant and additional carriers to replace or add equipment within the existing stealth
monopole, and add equipment cabinets on the existing rooftop equipment pad area
administratively, without the need for additional use permit approval, as long as any future
proposals stay inside the existing monopole and equipment pad area. Any expansion of the
equipment pad area, or removal and replacement of the stealth monopole will require a use permit
amendment. The proposal is also consistent with the Interim Guidelines for Telecommunications
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Facilities on County-Owned Property (Telecommunications Guidelines), which is also applied to
private properties and encourages the placement of antennas on existing structures. Therefore,
staff recommends that the use permit be approved subject to the conditions of the staff report.

BACKGROUND: The subject site, the Williamsburg Shopping Center, has an existing stealth
monopole disguised as a flagpole on the roof that was approved administratively several years
ago. Thereisalso an existing pad for the associated equipment cabinets, also on the roof of the
center, and aso had been approved administratively. More recently, the County has been
requiring use permits for additions or replacements to cell phone facilities that had been approved
administratively in the past.

Site: The approximately 74,000 square foot Site consists of a one-story strip shopping center
constructed in the 1950s. The site is bound on the east by single-family residences zoned “R-
8,” on the north by Little Falls Road, on the west by Williamsburg Boulevard, and on the
south by single-family residences zoned “R-8.”

Zoning: Thesiteiszoned “C-1" Local Business Districts. Telecommunications facilities are a
permitted use by specia exception use permit by reference to ACZO Section 5.A.6.a.(8).

Land Use: The site is designated on the General Land Use Plan (GLUP) as “Service
Commercia.”

Neighborhood: The site islocated within the Williamsburg Civic Association. The civic
association has been notified of the request. At the date of this report, staff has not received
any comments.

DISCUSSION: The applicant, AT&T, isrequesting a use permit to install new antennas inside
an existing stealth monopole (disguised as a flagpole), and equipment cabinets in an existing
equipment pad, all on the roof of the Williamsburg Shopping Center. The roof of the subject
building contains an existing telecommunications facility consisting of the stealth monopole and a
rooftop equipment pad. The existing monopole and equipment pad had been approved
administratively.

The Interim Guidelines for Placement of Telecommunications Facilities on County-Owned
Property (Telecommunications Guidelines), were used to evaluate the application. The
Telecommunication Guidelines offer direction in the way of design, visual impact, and compliance
with Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regulations, among other things. The
Telecommunication Guidelines can be applied to telecommunication facilities on privately- owned
as well as County-owned property. The Telecommunications Guidelines encourage the location
of new antennas on existing structures, as opposed to constructing a new pole. The proposal
meets these criteria.

The proposed antennas will not have a visual impact on the surrounding residences, as they will be
concealed from view, inside a monopole disguised as a flagpole. The existing telecommunications
facility will continue to be unmanned, and no ground space will be used in association with this
proposal. The equipment cabinets will be placed in an existing cabinet area on the roof of the
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building.

Because the antennas are not visible to the public, staff in this case recommends that future
antennas inside the stealth monopole be able to be approved administratively, and that the
associated equipment cabinets (which also have small GPS antennas that allow the cell phone
companies to keep track of their equipment inventory) be approved administratively so long as
future proposed cabinets remain in the existing equipment pad on the roof.

CONCLUSION: Staff supports the applicant’s proposal because it is consistent with the
Telecommunications Guidelines and it will not create an additional visual impact. Therefore, staff
recommends that the use permit to allow AT&T and additional telecommunications carriers to
install antennas inside an existing stealth monopole on the roof of the Williamsburg Shopping
Center and equipment cabinets on an existing rooftop equipment pad at an existing
telecommunications facility at 6404 Williamsburg Boulevard be approved subject to the following
conditions:

Conditions:

1. The applicant agreesthat all antennas will be installed inside the stealth monopole, and
that all associated equipment cabinets will be installed on the existing equipment pad, as
shown on the diagrams prepared by Bechtel Corporation labeled “ Site Name: Berkshire,
Site ID No.: 1993” and dated 11/16/10. The installation of additional antennas for all
telecommunications carriers inside the existing stealth pole and additional equipment
cabinets (including associated GPS antennas) on the existing equipment platform may be
reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator.

2. The applicant shall identify a community liaison that shall be available to address any
concerns regarding the facility’ s operation. The name and telephone number of the liaison
shall be provided to the Williamsburg Civic Association and the Zoning Administrator.

3. The applicant agreesthat any AT& T antennas on the site shall be removed within ninety
(90) days after any cessation of use. Unused antennas from other telecommunications
carriers shall be their respective carriers’ responsibility, and shall be removed by their
respective carriers within ninety (90) days after any cessation of use.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

June 25, 1977 Approved arezoning (Z-2094-77-3) of the
rear portion of the shopping center property
from“R-8" to “C-1".

May 18, 1993 Approved a use permit (U-2770-93-1) for a
comprehensive sign plan for People’ s Drug
(now CVS), subject to review in one year
(May 1994).

May 7, 1994 Renewed a use permit (U-2770-93-1) for a
comprehensive sign plan for People’ s Drug
(now CVS) with no further review.
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Note: These maps are for property location assistance only.
They may not represent the latest survey and other information.
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