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DATE:  April 20, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:  Consent for a Resubdivision of County Property Known as Parcel 15, Potomac 
Yard Arlington, Long Bridge Park, Arlington County, Virginia (RPC  No. 34-024-347). 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Consent to, and provide authorization for, the resubdivision of the County Property 
known as Parcel 15, Potomac Yard Arlington, Long Bridge Park, Arlington County, 
Virginia (RPC  No. 34-024-347) in accordance with the plat attached to this Board 
Report as Exhibit A; and 
 

2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, or his designee, to execute, on behalf of the 
County Board, the deed, the plat, and all other documents necessary to resubdivide the 
Parcel 15, Potomac Yard Arlington, subject to approval of the deed as to form by the 
County Attorney. 

 
ISSUES:  There are no outstanding issues associated with the recommended action. 
 
SUMMARY:  Resubdivision of Parcel 15 of the County’s Long Bridge Park property into two 
separate parcels is required to facilitate the phased voluntary environmental remediation of the 
Long Bridge Park site under the Voluntary Remediation Program (VRP) of the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ).  Because the VDEQ VRP requires that an entire 
parcel be remediated before a Certificate of Satisfactory Completion of Remediation can be 
issued, the resubdivision of Parcel 15 is necessary to create two separate parcels from Parcel 15. 
This will allow independent remediation of the two parcels at different times. The bifurcation of 
remediation will permit a more expedited completion and opening of the outdoor synthetic turf 
playing fields, facilities and amenities included in Phase I Outdoor areas of the Long Bridge Park 
project. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Long Bridge Park is located at 475 Old Jefferson Davis Highway.  Planning 
for this new County park commenced in 2001.  The park will transform a former light industrial 
area into a distinctive showplace of environmentally sound redevelopment, with a central 
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expanse of attractive public green spaces, high-quality indoor and outdoor recreation facilities, 
and environmentally responsible structures. These improvements will significantly enhance the 
immediate area surrounding the park and create new recreational opportunities for people of all 
ages and abilities. 
 
Historic uses of certain parcels comprising Long Bridge Park included activities that 
contaminated the surface and subsurface of the parcels with hazardous materials.  So that the 
contaminated parcels (known as Parcel 14 and Parcel 15 Potomac Yard Arlington) are safe for 
use by the public, in 2003 the County enrolled the parcels into the Voluntary Remediation 
Program (VRP) of the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ).  The VRP 
provides oversight of environmental remediation of properties under circumstances where clean-
up of hazardous substances is not mandated by VDEQ, but is being carried out voluntarily by the 
owner or developer of the property.  For properties enrolled in the VRP, VDEQ: (1) determines 
if the property has been sufficiently remediated by the owner/developer so that human health is 
adequately protected for the proposed use of the property; and (2) issues a Certificate of 
Satisfactory Completion of Remediation when remediation is completed. 
 
During County staff’s discussions with VDEQ staff relating to the County’s plans for the Long 
Bridge Park VRP remediation, VDEQ staff recommended that Parcel 15 be subdivided into two 
separate parcels, to be consistent with, and facilitate, the planned phased voluntary 
environmental remediation, development, and opening for use by the public of the Long Bridge 
Park property.   The owner’s (the County Board’s) consent is necessary to process and complete 
the resubdivision. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Phase I Outdoor development work that is currently underway at Long 
Bridge Park includes construction of three outdoor synthetic turf fields, an esplanade, and 
associated facilities and amenities in the southern and central portions of the Long Bridge Park 
site. Environmental remediation work for Phase I Outdoor areas of the park construction 
primarily requires remediation of lead contaminated soils found in the Phase I Outdoor areas of 
the site.  The southern and central portions of Parcel 15 (see attached Vicinity Map) of the park 
site are the portions of Parcel 15 upon which outdoor synthetic turf fields, facilities and amenities 
are being constructed as part of the Phase I Outdoor development work.    
 
The northern portion of Parcel 15 is the site of some residual petroleum contamination that must 
be remediated as part of the planned Long Bridge Park Phase I Indoor construction project. The 
residual petroleum contamination on the northern portion of Parcel 15 is geographically located 
near the old Twin Bridges Marriott site. The petroleum contamination on both of these properties 
appears to be associated with historic petroleum service station operations on a portion of the 
Twin Bridges Marriott site, and environmental remediation of the petroleum contamination on 
both properties will require a similar and coordinated approach and methodology. The County 
has contracted to acquire the old Twin Bridges Marriott site from MR Monument View LLC as 
part of an exchange of properties that is expected to occur during the last quarter of 2011. After 
the property exchange, the Twin Bridges Marriot site and the northern portion of Parcel 15 will 
be used for the planned construction of Phase I Indoor portion of the Long Bridge Park project. 
The Phase I Indoor construction would include an aquatics, health & fitness facility (AH&FF), 
the completion of the Esplanade, and associated site work. 
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Under VRP regulations, all known contamination located within a parcel must be remediated for 
the property owner to receive a Certificate of Satisfactory Completion of Remediation for that 
parcel. The process to remediate petroleum contamination is significantly different than the 
process for remediation of lead contaminated soils, and the cost of the petroleum contamination 
remediation for the northern portion of Parcel 15 would exceed the environmental remediation 
costs budgeted for construction of the Phase I Outdoor portion of the Long Bridge Park project. 
 
VDEQ staff has recommended to County staff, and the County staff recommends to the Board, 
that the existing Parcel 15 be resubdivided in two parcels to facilitate the phased environmental 
remediation of Long Bridge Park. After resubdivision, the resultant parcels would be: 1) Parcel 
15-A, which would include the portion of Parcel 15 to be used for construction of Phase I 
Outdoor facilities, which has various levels of lead contamination; and 2) Parcel 15-B, which 
would include the portion of Parcel 15 that contains the residual petroleum contamination. The 
proposed resubdivided Parcels 15-A and 15-B are depicted on the attached Exhibit A plat 
entitled “Plat Showing Resubdivision of Parcel 15 Potomac Yard Arlington, Deed Book 2968, 
Page 1845, Arlington, Virginia” by Christopher Consultants, dated May 18, 2009, revised May 
1, 2010. 
 
Resubdivision of Parcel 15 into Parcel 15-A and 15-B will permit the County to independently 
demonstrate completion of remediation of the lead contamination required for the Phase I 
Outdoor areas of the Long Bridge Park project and to receive concurrent Certificates of 
Satisfactory Completion of Remediation for all the parcels included in Phase I Outdoor 
construction, including Parcel 15-A. This will permit a more expedited opening of the outdoor 
synthetic turf playing fields, facilities and amenities included in the Phase I Outdoor portion of 
the Long Bridge Park project.   
 
The residual petroleum contamination within the subdivided Parcel 15-B would be remediated in 
the future as part of the Long Bridge Park Phase I Indoor construction, which includes the 
AH&FF, completion of the esplanade, and associated site work, and would be the subject of 
separate VDEQ documentation of completion of the remediation. 
 
The remediation of the lead contamination in the Phase I Outdoor areas was integrated into the 
park construction by complex cut and fill earth moving operations and through the use of 
landforms.  Accordingly there is a large overlap between costs associated with the remediation 
and the earth works on the site, however it is estimated that approximately three million dollars 
of Phase I Outdoor construction is directly attributable to the remediation of lead contamination.  
The cost of lead remediation was budgeted for in the Phase I Outdoor construction estimate and 
was paid for through funds available from the calendar year (CY) 2004 bond referendum.  The 
cost of remediation for the residual petroleum contamination will be budgeted for in the Phase 1 
Indoor construction and will be paid for through a combination of funding sources including the 
CY 2004 bond referendum, private development contributions, and funding through future bond 
referendum.    
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  There is no fiscal impact from the subdivision of Parcel 15. 










