ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA

County Board Agenda Item
M eeting of June 11, 2011

DATE: June3, 2011

SUBJECT: U-3298-11-1 USE PERMIT for asign above 35 feet for DRC and a comprehensive
sign plan including a second rooftop sign located at 3033 Wilson Blvd. (RPC# 15-067-002).

Applicant:

Robert B Anderson, 111
Metro Sign and Design
8197 Euclid Court
Manassas, Virginia 20111

C.M. RECOMMENDATION:

Approve the use permit request for acomprehensive sign plan including two (2) signs
above 35 feet, subject to the proposed conditions of the staff report.

ISSUES: Thisisarequest for acomprehensive sign plan for a by-right office building including
one (1) 60 square- foot lighted sign located at the roofline of the south fagade for the DRC
corporation, and another 60-square foot rooftop sign on the east fagade for a future tenant and no
issues have been identified.

SUMMARY:: The applicant is requesting a comprehensive sign plan including (two (2) 60
sguare foot lighted “rooftop” signs located on the south and east fagades, in a band above the
seventh floor of the former DHS building at 3033 Wilson Boulevard. The proposed rooftop
signs will be the same size as the rooftop sign on the neighboring Hartford office building. The
proposed signs meet the guidelines for rooftop signsin Sgn Guidelines for Ste Plan Buildings,
and the applicant agreesto limitations on the hours of lighting for the sign and to install a
dimmer switch. The remainder of the proposed comprehensive sign plan includes existing signs
that direct vehicles to the parking garage (these signs will not change) and proposed new retail
tenant signs. The proposed new retail tenant signs meet the Zoning Ordinance for size and
number, but not placement (the Ordinance requires signs to be placed flat on the building, but the
applicant proposes signs to be placed on an existing canopy over the retail entrances). The
proposed new signs meet the Sgn Guidelinesfor Ste Plan Buildings except with regard to
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number of signs per tenant. The applicant proposes three (3) signs per retail tenant (whichis
what the Zoning Ordinance allows by right), but the Sgn Guidelines recommend only two (2)
signs per retail tenant. Given that the building is a by-right building where all retail tenantsin
the past had been entitled to three (3) signs each, and that the proposed new retail signsare an
improvement over the old retail signs, staff can support the continuance of three (3) tenant signs
each. Therefore, staff recommends approval of the use permit for a comprehensive sign plan
including two (2) rooftop signs, subject to the proposed conditions of the staff report.

BACKGROUND: The subject property is aby-right seven (7) story office building built in
1987 located at 3033 Wilson Boulevard and until recently was home of the County’ s Department
of Human Services. The property has been renovated and is now being leased to private sector
tenants.

Site: The property is approximately 30,000 square feet located on the north side of Wilson
Boulevard.

To the north: Transitional doctor’ s offices, single-family homes and duplexes zoned
“R-5".

To the west: Across N. Highland Street, the Hartford office building zoned “C-R”.

To the east: Across N. Garfield Street, one-to-two story commercial buildings
zoned “C-3".

To the south: Across Wilson Boulevard, the north block (office) of the Clarendon
Center (SP #397) zoned “C-3".

Zoning: The property is zoned “C-3" General Commercial Districts.

General Land Use Plan Designation: The GLUP designation is “Medium Density Mixed-
Use” (3.0 FAR with special provision for up to an additional 1.0 FAR for residential).

Neighborhood: The site is located in the Lyon Village Civic Association area, and across
Wilson Boulevard from the Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association (CCCA). Both Civic
Associations have been notified of this use permit request. At the date of thiswriting, the
CCCA has been in contact with staff, but does not have an official position. The Lyon
Village Civic Association has no objection to the proposed comprehensive sign plan.

DISCUSSION: The applicant requests a comprehensive sign plan including two (2) rooftop
signs of 60 square feet each. One of the proposed rooftop signs (the “DRC sign”) will be placed
on the southwest facade facing Wilson Boulevard, and the second rooftop sign (for atenant to be
named) will be located on the southeast facade facing North Highland Street. The proposed
signs will be roughly the same size as the rooftop sign for Stanley next door at the Hartford
office building (3101 Wilson Blvd.). The proposed signs also meet the guidelines for rooftop
signs in the Sgn Guidelines for Ste Plan Buildings with regard to letter size, total sign area,
location and colors. Although thisis not a site plan building, it is located in a medium-density
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commercial areathat is occupied primarily by site plan buildings, so that allowing it a similar
type of sign is appropriate. Therefore, staff has evaluated the signs according to the Sgn
Guidelines criteria.

Rooftop Signs
The proposed sign for DRC will consist of alogo with an orange (the exhibit shows as brownish-

orange) and white background with black lettering inside the logo. The corporation name
(“DRC”) will be in black lettering. The sign will be lit with internal LEDs until 11 p.m. nightly
(the same hours as the rooftop sign at the Hartford Building next door), and the applicant agrees
to the standard condition for a dimmer switch. The proposed sign will be mounted on the
southwest corner of the building and will not directly face any residential buildings or
neighborhoods. The nearest residential building is 400 feet away, behind the North Block of
Clarendon Center (SP#397). The proposed size of the sign (60 square feet) is under the 540
square feet of sign area permitted for the subject building based on one square foot of sign area
per linear foot of frontage. The proposed sign isalmost identical to the rooftop sign for Stanley
that was approved in 2006 for the Hartford office building located next door to this site with
regard to size, location, orientation and lighting hours. Staff is not aware of any issues arising
from the Stanley sign.

The second rooftop sign will be for atenant yet to be determined. The applicant proposes a 60-
square foot lighted sign at the seventh-floor level facing North Highland Street on the southeast
facade. The applicant agrees that the proposed sign will meet the Sgn Guidelines with regard to
letter height, and the applicant agrees to the same conditions for hours of lighting and for the
dimmer switch asthe DRC sign. The proposed signs are detailed in the following chart:

Sign Sign Area (. ft.) | Text L ocation M aterials
Dimensions

“O-2" (in |42 tdl x 60 sg. ft. DRC logo South Logo: White
applicant’s | 14'5” wide and “DRC” elevation, far | plex faces with
exhibit) left side, applied orange
above seventh | and black vinyl
floor and orange
trim and
returns. Text:
White plex
faces w/
black/white
applied vinyl
and black trim
and returns,
Both will be
internally
illuminated
with LED
lighting.
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“O-1" (in |42 tal x 60 . ft. TBA Eadt Similar

applicant’s | 13'11” wide Elevation, far | materialsto

exhibit) south side, DRC sign,
above seventh | LED lighting
floor

Total Area 120 sq.ft.

Rooftop sign 540 sq. ft.
area permitted
building’s

linear frontage

Parking and Retail Signs

The applicant has also proposed other signs on the property, a mixture of existing parking signs
and proposed new signs for the ground floor retailers that complete the proposed comprehensive
sign plan. The parking and parking directional signs currently exist, and will not be changing.
The applicant proposes new retail signs to replace the current blue canopy signs. The applicant
proposes for each retailer three (3) signs of 19 square feet each, adding up to 57 square feet of
building sign area for each tenant. Thisis consistent with what the retailers were permitted by
right under the Zoning Ordinance. .

Additionally, the proposed retail signs conform to the Zoning Ordinance, apart from their
placement. While the Ordinance requires tenant signs to be placed flat against the building, the
applicant proposes that the new retail signs be placed on top of an existing ground floor canopy.
The signs will project 3 feet from the building, less than what is permitted by the Zoning
Ordinance for projecting signs (42 inches). Staff also supportsthe applicant’ s request, because
the canopy blocks the placement of signage in a sign band above the retail storefronts.
Therefore, the canopy isthe only logical place for a permanent tenant sign. Canopies are an
encouraged part of the Clarendon Sector Plan 2006 and the Sector Plan also encourages signs
placed on awnings, and discourages excessive signage in windows. The following chart details
the remainder of the property’ s signs.
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Sign Type | Sign Area Text L ocation Materials | New
(quantity) | Dimensions | (sg. ft.) Sign?
(Y/N)
Address 1 talx3 3.8 “3033" Wilson Stainless Y
SignA-1(1) | 9.5 Blvd. entry | steel letters
flat against
building
(unlit)
Address 1tdlx12 |12 “3033 Rear Blue fabric | N
sign (A-2) | wide Wilson delivery canopy
(1) Blvd.” entry (unlit)
Retail 14" tal x 18.75 | TBD (3 On retall Tp. Y
Tenant 15" wide sf. ground sunscreen Polished
signs (9) each floor canopy, on | stainless
170 sf. | retail south, west, | steel
total tenants) and east reversed
ground floor | channel
halo-lite
letters w/
front face
acrylic,
w/white
LED
lighting
Parking 9talx14” | 11.25 | “Parking” | Bladesign Internally N
Bladesign | wide sf. attachedto | illuminated
(D) facade on blue acrylic,
Wilson white letters
Blvd.
Parking 3 tal x5 15sf. | Parking One-sided Internally N
freestanding | wide rates Freestanding | illuminated,
sign (1) sign at internally
entranceto | illuminated
garageon N. | acrylic sign
Highland St.
Parking 4 tall x 12° | 48sf. | “Colonial | Over garage | Painted N
entrance wide Parking” | entry, flat on | metal, not
sign (1) and wall illuminated
building
address
Total 260.05
proposed sf.
sign area
Sign area 540 sq.
permitted ft.
U-3298-11-1 3033 Wilson rooftop sign
PLA-5906 -5-




CONCLUSION: The proposed rooftop signs meet the guidelines for the Sgn Guidelines for
Ste Plan Buildings, and the comprehensive sign plan generally meets the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance and Sgn Guidelines and the applicant agrees to the standard conditions for
rooftop signs, including shutoff at 11 p.m. and arequirement for a dimmer switch. The proposed
rooftop signs are small in relation to what the applicant is permitted, and it will not have a
negative impact on adjacent properties. Therefore, staff recommends approval of the
comprehensive sign plan, including two (2) rooftop signs, subject to the following conditions:

1. The developer agrees that the proposed rooftop sign for DRC shall be limited to the
location, design, and sign area shown on the drawings prepared by Metro Sign & Design
dated March 30, 2011 and approved by the County Board on June 11, 2011. The
developer agrees that the area of the rooftop sign shall not exceed 60 square feet.

a. The developer agrees that the rooftop sign shall not be illuminated between the

hours of 11 p.m. and 6:00 am., seven (7) days a week.

b. The developer agreesto install arheostat or other appropriate variable resistor that

will allow the applicant to adjust (decrease) the rooftop sign’s lighting intensity.
The applicant further agreesthat if the County Manager finds that the intensity of
the rooftop sign’ s lighting has an adverse effect on the surrounding area, the
applicant will, within 24 hours notice from the County Manger, reduce the
intensity of the lightsto alevel that, in the County Manager’ s reasonable
judgment, will no longer have such an adverse effect.

c. The developer agrees that minor changes to the approved sign may be approved

administratively by the Zoning Administrator. For the purposes of the preceding
sentence, minor changes shall include only the following: (i) a minor adjustment
in the location of a sign to meet field conditions (less than 1 foot in any

direction); or (ii) a minor change in the area of an individual sign (less than 5%).

2. The developer agrees that the proposed rooftop sign for atenant to be determined on the
North Garfield Street fagade shall be limited to the location, design, and sign area shown
on the drawings entitled “ Clarendon Square Building 3033 Wilson Boulevard
Comprehensive Sign Package” dated May 2011 and as shown in the chart that is a part of
this report and approved by the County Board on June 11, 2011. The developer agrees
that the area of the rooftop sign shall not exceed 60 square feet.

a. The developer agrees that the rooftop sign shall not be illuminated between the

hours of 11 p.m. and 6:00 am., seven (7) days a week.

b. The developer agreesto install arheostat or other appropriate variable resistor that

will allow the applicant to adjust (decrease) the rooftop sign’s lighting intensity.
The applicant further agrees that if the County Manager finds that the intensity of
the rooftop sign’ s lighting has an adverse effect on the surrounding area, the
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applicant will, within 24 hours notice from the County Manger, reduce the
intensity of the lightsto alevel that, in the County Manager’ s reasonable
judgment, will no longer have such an adverse effect.

c. The developer agrees that minor changes to the approved sign may be approved
administratively by the Zoning Administrator. For the purposes of the preceding
sentence, minor changes shall include only the following: (i) a minor adjustment
in the location of a sign to meet field conditions (less than 1 foot in any
direction); or (ii) a minor change in the area of an individual sign (less than 5%).

3. The developer agreesthat all other signs shall be limited to the location, design, and sign
area shown on the drawings entitled “Clarendon Square Building 3033 Wilson
Boulevard Comprehensive Sign Package” dated May 2011 and as in the chart that isa
part of this report and approved by the County Board on June 11, 2011. The developer
agrees that total area of signs shall not exceed 261 square feet, exclusive of signs that do
not require permits. The developer agrees that minor changes to the approved signs may
be approved administratively by the Zoning Administrator. For the purposes of the
preceding sentence, minor changes shall include only the following: (i) a minor
adjustment in the location of a sign to meet field conditions (less than 1 foot in any
direction); (ii) or aminor change in the area of an individual sign (less than 5%).
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: There are no previous County Board
actions for this property.
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CLARENDON SQUARE BUILDING
3033 WILSON BOULEVARD

COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PACKAGE

MAY 2011
SHEET 1 OF 16



New | Exist'g |SignTypes Size Sign Area Text Location Street Materials & Color
X A-1 Address Sign 12" Hx3-91/2" Lx 1" Thick |3.795F "3033" On Entry Facade (Wilson Boulevard
Stainless Steel letters with #4 finish

X A-2 Address 12" Hx12-0" L 12.05F "3033" Rear Entry Canopy ing @ Parking Area |White letters painted on Blue fabric

Canopy

X T-1 Main Office Tenant ID 4-2"Hx13-11" L 59,5 5F TBD Roof Parapet N. Garfield Street Similar to T-2 Main Tenant

X T-1 Retail Tenant 1D 1-4" Hx 15-0" L 18,75 5F TBD On Retail Sunscreen Canopy N.Garfield Street
Typ Canopy Sign - Polished 5t.5tl.
reversed channel halo-lite letters w/
front face acrlic frosted & letter backs
frosted. Acrylic back set 5/8" from back
of letters, wy/ white LED lighting.

X T-1 Retail Tenant 1D 1-4" Hx 15-0" L 18.75 SF TBD On Retail Sunscreen Canopy N. Garfield Street Typical Canopy Sign

X T-1 Retail Tenant 1D 1-4" Hx 15-0" L 18.75 5F TBD On Retail Sunscreen Canopy N. Garfield Street Typical Canopy Sign

X T-2 Main Office Tenant ID 4'-2" Hx 13-11"L 59,5 5F Refer to Attached DRCsign dwg. Roof Parapet (Wilson Boulevard Refer to attached for specifics

X T-2 Retail Tenant 1D 1-4" Hx 15-0" L 18.75 SF TBD On Retail Sunscreen Canopy (Wilson Boulevard Typical Canopy Sign

X T-2 Retail Tenant 1D 1-4" Hx 15-0" L 18.75 SF TBD On Retail Sunscreen Canopy (Wilson Boulevard Typical Canopy Sign

X T-3 Retail Tenant 1D 1-4" Hx 15-0" L 18.75 5F TBD On Retail Sunscreen Canopy N. Highland Street Typical Canopy Sign

X T-3 Retail Tenant 1D 1-4" Hx 15-0" L 18,75 5F TBD On Retail Sunscreen Canopy N. Highland Street Typical Canopy Sign

X T-3 Retail Tenant 1D 1-4" Hx 15-0" L 18.75 SF TBD On Retail Sunscreen Canopy N. Highland Street Typical Canopy Sign

X P-1 Parking ID 9-0"Hx1-4"Wx0-6"D 11.25x 2=22.55F "Parking" way-finder blade sign Blade Sign- set below 35' AFG |Wilson Boulevard Internally illuminated - blue acryl w/
white letters .

X pP-2 Parking ID 3-0"Hx5-0"L 15.0 5F Parking way-finder with Rates Monume nt Post N. Highland Street Internally illuminated - acryl wy/
combination greenletters on white &
white letters ongreen - signage on one
side.

X P-3 4'-0" Hx 12 48,0 5F Parking Entrance with Address Over Garage entry N. Highland Street
3/32" thick flat metal panels w/ painted
white letters on green background.

X P-4 1-2"Hx 0-10" W 0.97 5F "Do Not Enter” at drive Over Garage entry N. Highland Street Same as P-3

X P-4 Parking ID 1-2"Hx 0-10" W 0.97 5F "Enter” at drive isle Over Garage entry N. Highland Street Same as P-3

TOTALSIGN AREA 372.235F
115.755F

son Boulevard 123.295F

M. Highland Street 121.195F
Rear Building Parking Lot 12.05F

Total Building Frontage

460'-0" Linier Feet

(excluding rear elevations of building)

SCALE: NONE

SIGNAGE CALCULATIONS
3033 WILSON BOULEVARD

COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PACKAGE

MAY 2011
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SYMBOLS KEY
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SCALE: NONE MAIN ENTRY BUILDING SECTION SHEET 15 OF 16
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Note: These maps are for property location assistance only.
They may not represent the latest survey and other information.
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