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DATE:  June 21, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:  Name Recommendation for New Public Park at Buckingham Village I 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Name the new public park at Buckingham Village I “Henry Wright Park” as 
recommended by the Park and Recreation Commission. 

 
ISSUES:  The Arlington County Policy for Naming and Renaming of County Facilities and 
Parks (“the Policy”) requires the Park and Recreation Commission to make recommendations to 
the County Board concerning the naming or renaming of parks, recreation, conservation, and 
public open space areas and related facilities.  The proposed park name fits the naming criteria in 
the Policy.  There are no outstanding issues. 
 
SUMMARY:  The Policy states that a park name shall be selected based on geographical, 
historical, or ecological relationships in which the site is located.  Because of the notable historic 
background of the Buckingham Villages residential complex, constructed from 1937 to 1952, 
and its unique architecture and landscape design, the proposed park name “Henry Wright Park” 
will be a lasting tribute to the lead architect of Buckingham Village I.  Henry Wright’s design 
ideals for community planning were continued in the designs of five more Buckingham Village 
developments that were built after his death. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Wright designed the first phase of the Buckingham Village multi-family 
complex in the Colonial Revival style with the assistance of architects Albert Lueders and Allan 
Kamstra.  Wright was a leading proponent in the country of the Garden City Movement as well 
as a planner extraordinaire and visionary.  He incorporated principles from the Garden City 
Movement into the Buckingham Village design by designing and orienting the residential 
buildings to bring the maximum amount of light and ventilation into them and by locating the 
buildings around courtyards to give residents ample space to play and socialize with their 
families and neighbors.  The residential buildings took up 20% of the property while the 
remaining property was devoted to landscaped parks, play areas and streets. 
 
Construction of the public park is expected to begin soon, and the park will be located within the 
Buckingham Village I complex which has lost the original buildings designed by Henry Wright 
due to redevelopment of the complex.  Naming the park after Henry Wright will be a fitting way 
to memorialize his design ideals which made the neighborhood a great place to live and raise 
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families in Arlington for many years.  The new park is designed to continue his legacy and to 
provide the community with a place to play and to gather with friends and family. 
 
DISCUSSION:  PRCR staff coordinated with the Buckingham Village I redeveloper, Paradigm, 
initially to identify a few potential park names that were relevant to the history of Buckingham.  
All the potential park names were reviewed by County historic preservation staff to verify the 
relevancy of the name to the history of the development.  Although there were some other 
potential park names that could have been selected, Henry Wright’s influence on Buckingham 
Village I was well documented and this development ended up being one of the last projects he 
designed. 
 
The Policy requires the Park and Recreation Commission to seek comment from the following 
organizations when considering a facility naming or renaming request:  Historical Affairs and 
Landmark Review Board (HALRB), Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) 
and the appropriate neighborhood civic associations.  PRCR staff presented the proposed park 
name to BU-GATA, the Buckingham Community Civic Association (BCCA), NCAC, HALRB 
and the Park and Recreation Commission.  Below is a summary of the presentations and 
comments from those meetings: 
 
BU-GATA 
On March 23, 2011, PRCR staff and a Paradigm representative presented the proposed park 
name to two members of BU-GATA and to the members of the Buckingham Youth Brigade 
(BYB).  The BYB members expressed an interest in proposing a park name and they later 
submitted the name “Kennedy Park.”  Although the name was submitted to honor the civil rights 
efforts of the late President John F. Kennedy, a park name generally reflects a person who 
influenced the site. 
 
BCCA 
On March 29, 2011, PRCR staff and a Paradigm representative presented the proposed park 
name to BCCA members.  The group voted to endorse the park name and sent letters of support 
to the NCAC, HALRB and the Park and Recreation Commission (see attached letter). 
 
NCAC 
On April 14, 2011, PRCR staff presented the proposed park name to the commission.  The 
commission endorsed the name. 
 
HALRB 
On April 20, 2011, PRCR staff presented the proposed park name to the review board and 
received unanimous endorsement for the name. 
 
Park and Recreation Commission 
PRCR staff presented the park name along with evidence of support from the other commissions 
and community groups to the Commission at their meeting on April 26, 2011.  The Commission 
voted unanimously for naming the park “Henry Wright Park”. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None. 



 
 

- 3 - 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

BUCKINGHAM COMMUNITY CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 

April 12, 2011 

 
 
Paul Holland, Chair 
Arlington County 
Park and Recreation Commission 
C/O David Miller, PRC Liaison 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, VA   22201 
 
Re:  Naming of Henry Wright Park 
 
Mr. Holland: 
 
At its March 28, 2011, regular membership meeting, the Buckingham Community 
Civic Association (BCCA) voted to endorse Paradigm’s proposed naming of the 
Arlington County park that Paradigm is developing in Buckingham Village 1 as 
“Henry Wright Park”.  As BCCA’s Neighborhood Conservation Plan states, Henry 
Wright was a prominent proponent of the Garden City movement who served as 
the architect of Buckingham Community.  Buckingham was the last project that 
Henry Wright designed. 
 
BCCA therefore requests that the Arlington County Park and Recreation 
Commission ask the Arlington County Board to approve the name of “Henry 
Wright Park” for the park. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Bernie Berne 
President 
Buckingham Community Civic Association 


