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County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of September 17, 2011 

 
 
 
 
DATE:  August 23, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:  U-2890-96-3 USE PERMIT REVIEW for a vehicle service establishment located at 
3100 Columbia Pike (RPC# 32-007-046, -020).  
 
Applicant: 
Ali Asayesh, Owner 
1245 Reston Avenue 
Reston, Virginia  20170 

 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Renew, subject to all previous conditions, with no further scheduled County Board review.   
 

ISSUES:  This is a request for a renewal of a use permit for a vehicle service establishment on 
Columbia Pike and there are no issues identified.   
 
SUMMARY:  This is a use permit review for a vehicle service establishment on Columbia Pike 
that was originally approved in 1996.  Since the last review, the use has operated in compliance 
with the use permit conditions.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit be renewed, 
subject to all previous conditions, with no further scheduled County Board review.   
 
BACKGROUND:  The use permit for a vehicle service establishment and a comprehensive sign 
plan was originally approved in September 1996.  The last review of the use permit was in 2006, 
and no issues had been identified then.   
 
DISCUSSION:  The vehicle service establishment (gas station) has been operating under the 
current use permit since 1996.  No issues have arisen from the last several reviews of this use 
permit.   
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Since the Last Review (September 16, 2006): 
  
 Use Permit Conditions:  The applicant has been in compliance with the conditions of this use 

permit. 
 
 Community Code Enforcement, Fire Marshal’s Office, Police Department:  The Community 

Code Enforcement Office, Fire Marshal’s Office, and the Police Department report no issues 
with this use permit. 

 
 Civic Association:  The Douglas Park and Arlington Heights Civic Associations and the 

Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (CPRO) were notified of the use permit review.  
To date, no comments have been provided.   

 
CONCLUSION:  Since the last review, the use has operated in compliance with the use permit 
conditions.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit be renewed, subject to all previous 
conditions, with no further scheduled County Board review.   
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 

November 8, 1975 Approved use permit (U-2043-75-1) for live 
entertainment including dancing, with a review in 
six (6) months (The Office Restaurant at 3100-C 
Columbia Pike).  

  
June 12, 1976 Denied use permit (U-2043-75-1) for live 

entertainment including dancing (The Office 
Restaurant at 3100-C Columbia Pike).  

  
December 4, 1976 Approved use permit (U-2093-76-2) for live 

entertainment including dancing, with a review in 
six (6) months (The Office Restaurant at 3100-C 
Columbia Pike).  

  
June 4, 1977 Continued use permit (U-2093-76-2) for live 

entertainment including dancing, with a review in 
two (2) years (The Office Restaurant at 3100-C 
Columbia Pike).  

  
June 9, 1979 Continued use permit (U-2093-76-2) for live 

entertainment including dancing, with a review in 
three (3) years (The Office Restaurant at 3100-C 
Columbia Pike).  

  
October 7, 1989 Continued use permit (U-2093-76-2) for live 

entertainment including dancing, with a review in 
one (1) year (Ambassador Restaurant at 3100-B and 
C Columbia Pike).  

  
October 12, 1991 Continued use permit (U-2093-76-2) for live 

entertainment including dancing, with a review in 
three (3) months (Ambassador Restaurant at 3100-B 
and C Columbia Pike).  

  
January 18, 1992 Discontinued use permit (U-2093-76-2) for live 

entertainment and dancing in an existing restaurant 
at 3100 B and C Columbia Pike (Ambassador 
Restaurant).  

  
September 7, 1996 Approved Use Permit (U-2890-96-3) as required by 

Section 26.B.2. for the operation of a gas station 
with convenience store (no repair bays) and a 
comprehensive sign plan (pole sign and building 
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signs), subject to conditions and with a review in 
one (1) year.  (September 1997)  

  
September 6, 1997 Continued Use Permit (U-2890-96-3) as required by 

Section 26.B.2. for the operation of a gas station 
with convenience store (no repair bays) and a 
comprehensive sign plan (pole sign and building 
signs), subject to conditions and with a review in 
one (1) year.  (September 1998).  

  
September 12, 1998 Continued use permit (U-2890-96-3) for a gas 

station with a review in one (1) year.  (September 
1999)  

  
September 18, 1999 Continued use permit (U-2890-96-3) for a gas 

station, subject to all previous conditions, and with 
a review in three (3) months.  (December 1999)  

  
December 11, 1999 Continued use permit (U-2890-96-3) for a gas 

station, subject to all previous conditions, and with 
a review in three (3) months.  (March 2000)  

  
March 11, 2000 Continued a use permit (U-2890-96-3) for a gas 

station, subject to all previous conditions, and with 
a review in six (6) months.  (September 2000)  

  
September 7, 2000 Continued use permit (U-2890-96-3) for a gas 

station, subject to all previous conditions, and with 
a review in six (6) months.  (March 2001)  

  
March 17, 2001 Continued use permit (U-2890-96-3) for a gas 

station, subject to all previous conditions, and with 
a review in six months.  (September 2001).  

 
September  8, 2001 Continued use permit (U-2890-96-3) for a gas 

station, subject to all previous conditions and 
revised Conditions #5 and #10, and with a review in 
one year.  (September 2002). 

 
September 14, 2002 Continued use permit (U-2890-96-3) for auto 

service and comprehensive sign plan, subject to all 
previous conditions, and with a County Board 
review in one (1) year.  (September 2003). 
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September 13, 2003 Continued use permit (U-2890-96-3) for auto 
service and comprehensive sign plan, subject to all 
previous conditions, and with a County Board 
review in three (3) years.  (September 2006). 

 
September 16, 2006 Renewed use permit (U-2890-96-3) for auto service 

and comprehensive sign plan, subject to all previous 
conditions, and with a County Board review in five 
(5) years (September 2011).  
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Approved Conditions (U-2890-96-3): 
 
1. The applicant agrees to submit a site development and landscaping plan that includes the 

location, dimensions and materials for signs, on-site lighting and trash receptacles; the 
location, quantity, size, and species of plant materials; and the location and dimensions of 
parking spaces, aisles, walkways and sidewalk widths.  The parking area to the rear of the 
proposed convenience store shall be redesigned to improve vehicular access and 
maneuverability. Electrical service shall be placed underground.  Elevations of the pump 
canopy and the convenience store, the details of the fence located along the south side 
property line, and the proposed two (2) monument signs shall also be included in this 
plan.  This plan shall be reviewed and approved by the County Manager or his designee 
before issuance of the first building permit.  

 
2. The applicant agrees to dedicate an easement to accommodate the proposed streetscape 

and sidewalk project along the Columbia Pike and South Highland Street frontages of the 
site, as shown on the submitted site development and landscaping plan dated August 19, 
1996, as amended by the final approval by the County Manager or his designee, on the 
condition that at such time the property is redeveloped, the owner of the property shall 
receive density credit for zoning purposes for the full area of the street right-of-way 
dedicated hereby.  If density credit is granted by the County, the building setbacks shall 
be measured from the centerline of adjacent streets where the County ordinance requires 
setbacks to be measured from street centerline.  If the County ordinance in effect requires 
setbacks and rear and side yards to be measured from the property line, then setbacks and 
rear and side yards shall be measured from the interior edge of the dedicated street right-
of-way area.  The dedicated area for easement shall be shown on a final engineering plan.  

 
3. The final engineering plans shall be approved by the Department of Public Works before 

issuance of any building permits.  
 
4. A surety agreement with the Department of Public Works for the construction of all 

facilities within public rights-of-way or easements shall be executed before issuance of 
any building permit.  

 
5. The height of the fascia for the pump island canopy shall not exceed 42 inches and shall 

have recessed lighting.  Only one (1) sign shall be permitted on the canopy fascia.  Only a 
sign area equivalent to the existing “Mobil” canopy sign shall be permitted on the fascia.  
The canopy sign may be internally illuminated.  

 
6. The existing "AMOCO" pole-mounted free-standing sign shall be removed and replaced 

by one (1) monument-style business identification sign and one (1) price information 
sign.  The business identification monument sign shall have a maximum sign area of 54 
square feet and shall be mounted on a brick base with a maximum height of three (3) feet.  
The price information monument sign shall have a maximum sign area of 18 square feet 
and shall be mounted on a brick base with a maximum height of three (3) feet.  The total 
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height of each monument sign shall not exceed 10 feet.  
 
7. Signs may be illuminated only during business hours.  
 
8. Sign permits shall be obtained for all approved signs on the site.  
 
9. Any trash storage facility shall be enclosed so as to be screened from public view.  The 

enclosure shall be of durable materials, such as brick or a board-on-board wooden fence, 
as specified on the final site development and landscape plan.  

 
10. The fence between the site and a residential property to the south of the site shall be six 

(6) feet high and built of durable materials such as a board-on-board wooden fence, a 
brick wall, or a combination of such materials.  

 
11. The applicant agrees to identify an on-site community liaison who will be available to 

receive and respond to community concerns during the Shell service station's operation.  
The applicant shall furnish the Zoning Administrator and New-Arlington Douglas Park 
Citizens Association with the name and telephone number of the community liaison. 
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