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DATE:   August 22, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:   Approval of an Agreement between the Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C. and the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia to Convey, 
by Quitclaim Deed of Gift and Covenant, the Real Property known as All of Lots 9, 10 and 11 
(Mary) Morris Subdivision, Arlington, Virginia (RPC No. 31021013).  
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Approve the attached Agreement between the Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C. (“YMCA”) and the County Board of Arlington County, 
Virginia (“County”) to convey, by Quitclaim Deed of Gift and Covenant, the real 
property known as All of Lots 9, 10 and 11 (Mary) Morris Subdivision, Arlington 
County, Virginia (RPC No. 31021013); 

 
2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, or his designee, to execute the Agreement, 

accept the Deed, and execute all related documents necessary for the conveyance, subject 
to approval as to form of the Agreement and Deed by the County Attorney.   

 
ISSUE:  This action would authorize the acceptance of a donation of unimproved real property 
from the YMCA to the County for future incorporation into Drew Park, conditioned upon 
recognition to the YMCA for the donation to the County.  There are no outstanding issues. 
 
SUMMARY:   The YMCA has agreed to donate and convey the property to the County for no 
monetary consideration, in accordance with the Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A, 
conditioned upon the County recognizing YMCA’s donation in the form of a plaque, memorial 
or other similar object to be affixed to the property.  The subject property is adjacent to Arlington 
Public School Board (“APS”) owned property, a portion of which is licensed to the County for 
the operation of Drew Park, and is located at the intersection of 23rd Street South and S. 
Kenmore Street (see Attachments 1and 2 – Vicinity Maps).  The property is being acquired for 
future expansion of the County’s Drew Park facilities consistent with the conceptual master plan 
which is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 
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BACKGROUND:    The property, located at the intersection of S. Kenmore Street and 23rd 
Street South, is adjacent to APS-owned property known as Drew Model School, and is more 
particularly described in the legal description contained in the Agreement, attached hereto as 
Exhibit A.  The property is approximately 9,770 square feet or .224 acres in size and will be used 
for future expansion of the County’s Drew Park facilities.  The County presently has a license to 
use a portion of APS property for Drew Park that is in close proximity to the subject property 
being acquired.  Drew Park opened in June 2009.       
 
DISCUSSION:   The Property would be donated by YMCA to the County for no monetary 
consideration, for future expansion of the Drew Park facility constructed by the County on APS 
property.  The current use of the abutting APS property is by agreement between the County and 
APS under a License Agreement entered into on July 30, 2008.  Construction of the new Drew 
Park began in September 2008 and was completed in June 2009.  In lieu of monetary 
consideration for the Property, the YMCA has requested that the County agree to recognize 
YMCA’s donation in the form of a plaque or other similar recognition, in a mutually agreeable 
form, at a cost not to exceed $20,000.   
 
Under the terms of the Agreement, YMCA, before approval of the Agreement, will deliver a 
deed, in trust, conditioned upon approval of the Agreement by the County Board.  The County 
agrees to acknowledge YMCA’s donation of the property in the form of a plaque, memorial or 
other similar object to be affixed to the property, of a mutually agreed design and size, at a cost 
to the County not to exceed $20,000.  After selection by the YMCA of a recognition from 
options provided by the County, the County will record the Deed among the land records.  
Thereafter, the County must install the recognition to the property within 3 years from 
recordation of the Deed and acknowledge YMCA’s donation of the property at a public 
ceremony.  The County further agrees to incorporate the recognition into any future design of the 
park.  If the Agreement is not approved by the County Board and executed by October 31, 2011, 
then the Agreement, shall be null and void and the parties will have no further obligation to the 
other.  The County will return to the YMCA the deed held in trust. 
 
Further expansion of the open space for Drew Park is anticipated as negotiations for acquisition 
of additional parcels along the eastern portion of the site are ongoing.  The Property is the third 
of five parcels which would be included in the future park open space.  Most recently the County 
purchased one half of the duplex structure located on S. Kenmore Street near the new Drew Park 
in February 2009.   
 
County staff anticipates a future agreement between the County and APS to exchange ownership 
of portions of the Drew School site and portions of the abutting County property, in accordance 
with the actual and expected futures uses of the properties.  Such a future exchange was 
anticipated by and referenced in the license between the County and APS regarding the County’s 
current use of the nearby APS property. Upon the acquisition of the portion of the Drew School 
site, the County can also vacate a small, unused portion of 24th Street South for use of the area as 
additional park open space (see Attachments 1 and 2 – Vicinity Maps). 
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FISCAL IMPACT:  Under the terms of the Agreement, the County agrees to pay the cost of the 
title examination, notary fees, recording fees and taxes, if any, for recordation of the Deed 
conveying the property from the YMCA to the County.  These costs will be nominal and will be 
paid from DPRCR’s land acquisition account (324.438200.80001.LA.RJ4.0000).  The 
Agreement also requires DPRCR to recognize YMCA’s donation in the form of a plaque or other 
similar recognition, in a mutually agreeable form, at a cost not to exceed $20,000.  This cost will 
be paid from DPRCR’s General Fund operating budget.    
   
RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that the County Board approve the Agreement 
attached hereto as Exhibit A and authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, or his designee, to 
execute the Agreement, accept the Deed, and execute all related documents necessary for the 
conveyance, subject to approval as to form of the Agreement and Deed by the County Attorney.   
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