August 30, 2011

CRYSTALCITY
Mr. Christopher Zimmerman, Chairman and
Members of the County Board
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 300
Ardington, Virginia 22201

Re: Renaming of Old Jefferson Davis Highway

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Arlington County Board:

In partnership with Arlington County and the Crystal City Business Community, the Crystal City Business
Improvement District (BID) is charged with transforming how people see, perceive, and experience the
Crystal City area. Highlighting and im proving Crystal City's ACCESSIBLE characteristics is a key focus
of the Crystal City BID’s Work Plan and suecess. To that end, the Crystal City BID would like to share
our many stakeholders’ enthusiasm and support for the renaming of “Old Jefferson Davis Highway”
between 12" Street and Boundary Channel Drive to “"South Clark Sireet.”

The similarity of the “Old Jefferson Davis Highway” street name to the conventional nam e for Route 1,
“Jefferson Davis Highway,” causes much confusion for area drivers and visitors. With the opening of
Long Bridge Park and new and planned developm ent in the area, a timely change in the street name to
South Clark Street can further improve the user experience ensuring that streets have consistent names
throughout the area. In this case, extending the South Cl ark Street name is also consistent with
Arlington County’s standard street naming convention, thereby helping to make the roadway network
easy to understand and use in support of good way- finding practices.

Crystal City's accessibility remains one of its strongest competitive advantages within the W ashington
metropolitan area. Creative, cost effective solutions, such as the renaming of Old Jefferson Davis
Highway to South Clark Street, that magnify and enhance this advantage, translate into an overall better
user experience. That is good for business, residents, guests, and Arlington County as a whole.

Respectfully,
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Angela Fox
President / CEO
Crystal City Business Improvement District

Ce: Dennis Leach
Robert Gibson

Crystal City Business lmprovement District, 2001 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Suite 505, Adington, VA 22202 tel: 703.412,0430 fax: 703.412.0437
www.crystalcity.org




ARLINGTON COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 900, Arlington, VA 22201
TEL 703-228-3689 FAX 703-228-7548 www.arlingtonva.us

September 19, 2011

Mr. Christopher Zimmerman, Chairman
Arlington County Board

2100 Clarendon Boulevard

Arlington, VA 22201

RE: Renaming of Old Jefferson Davis Highway
Dear Chairman Zimmerman:

I am writing to express the views of the Transportation Commission with regard to the County
Manager’s recommendation with respect to the renaming of Old Jefferson Davis Highway
between Boundary Channel Drive and 12* Street South.

The Transportation Commission, by a vote of 3-2, a quorum not present, approved a
motion to recommend that the County Board rename the section of Old Jefferson Davis
Highway between Boundary Channel Drive and 12% Street South to South Clark Street.

The Commission heard this item at its meeting on September 1, 2011. The Commission received
a presentation from staff. There were three public speakers: Robert Mandel from the Crystal
City BID, expressing support for a renaming to South Clark Street in light of its connection to
existing South Clark Street; Bernie Berne, expressing support to retention of the current name to
preserve the historic name for the street; and Carrie Johnson, on behalf of the Long Bridge Park
Design Advisory Committee, expressing support for a renaming to Long Bridge Park Drive to
reflect both the destination of the road and its historic link to Long Bridge. Present and voting at
the meeting were Commissioners Gearhart, Armbruster, Hubbard, Serie, and Torma.

In discussion it was noted that the appropriate name for this section of street, if it is to follow the
County’s street naming system, is South Clark Street. Commissioners supporting the motion
indicated that the Clark Street name would facilitate a way-finding link with Clark Street in
Crystal City and the location of the Crystal City Metro station and the closest future street car
stop. Two Commissioners expressed support for renaming the section of road to Long Bridge
Park Drive to serve as a way-finding link to the park and aquatics center as well as to reflect the
road’s historic link to Long Bridge. No Commissioners expressed support either for retaining
the current name or for a renaming to Fort Runyon Drive.

I would be glad to answer any questions (703-522-2276).
Sincerely,

Bill Gearhart
Chairman
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