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September 20, 2011

VIA HAND DELIVERY:

Christopher Zimmerman, Chairman
Arlington County Board

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Room 300
Arlington, Virginia 22201

RE:  Use Permit Application - N. Nottingham Street, Lot 7-D (RPC #01-075-020)
Neighborhood Opposition

Dear Chairman Zimmerman:

This law firm represents several concerned neighbors surrounding the above-referenced Property
which the subiect of a pending Use Permit Application currently set for review on the County
Board’s October 15, 2011 agenda, and is sending this correspondence at their direction and on
their behalf. Specifically this firm represents the interests of the following homeowners who
have agreed to have their names included on this letter in opposition (See enclosed map
highlighting the represented property owners.)

Property Owner . " "I Property Address. .~ | Proximity to Subject Property/Properties
Michael & Chnstme Bloomquist 5827 N. 26th St. Adjacent Property to 10’ setback
Laurie Vikander 2612 N. Lexington St. | Adjacent Property to 10° setback
James and Lorraine Hendry 5822 N. 27th St. Adjacent Property to 8’ sethack
' Betty Fadeley 5826 N. 27th St. Adjacent Property to 8’setback
Jeffrey and Barbara Benoit 2612 N. Nottingham St. | Across from Pipe-stem Entrance
Sara and Andrew Sullivan 2622 N. Nottingham St. | Across from Pipe-stem Entrance
Justin A. and Katrina R. Ivatts 2609 N. Nottingham St. | Adjacent to Lot 4 Proposed Construction
Nancy Wilck and Glen Gulyas 2626 N. Lexington St. | In Block
David & Mary Jane Konstantin ] 5835 N. 26th 5t. - In Block I

Having reviewed the application and learning of the outcome of the initial meeting on July 7,
2011 between the applicant, Arlington Designer Homes, Inc., and several neighbors, (most of
whom are represented amongst the above-listed homeowners), there are several concerns shared
by the neighbors and this office regarding not only the appropriateness of this application, but the
completeness and accuracy of the application itself in representing not only the potential impact
of the proposed development on the surrounding neighborhood but the actual conditions of the
properties surrounding the Subject Property.
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This application seeks a modification of the twenty-five (25) feet side yard requirements for the
“pipe” section of a pipe-stem lot pursuant to Section 31.A.16 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow
for side yard setbacks of 8’ and 10’ respectively. That section requires that any such
modification be pursuant to use permit approval as set forth in Section 36.G of the Zoning
Ordinance. Pursuant to Section 36.G. of the Zoning Ordinance, the County Board must find that
the use will not (1) affect adversely the health or safety of persons residing or working in the
neighborhood of the proposed use; (2} be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to
property or improvements in the neighborhood; (3) be in conflict with the purposes of the master
plans of the County. In granting any use permit the County Board is permitted to designate such
conditions in connection therewith as will, in its opinion, assure that the use will conform to the
foregoing requirements and that such use will continue to do so. {Given the circumstances
surrounding the proposed development for this Property as set forth below, it is unlikely that the
Developer would voluntarily agree to any meaningful conditions or that such conditions could be
imposed that would alleviate the concerns of the impacted neighbors, particularly since the
Developer has not peremptorily offered any conditions to alleviate any anticipated concerns.)

The County Board would be remiss in reviewing this Application in the vacuum under which it
has been presented by the Applicant. Not mentioned in the Application are the plans for Lot 4,
2615 N. Nottingham St., which is also owned by the same owners of the Subject Property. (It is
worth noting that Lot 7-C, behind the Subject Property is also owned by the same owners of the
Subject Property, negating any concerns about a taking or the potential loss of use of the Subject
Property should the County Board fail to grant the requested modifications, given the contiguous
nature of the three properties under common ownership.} As revealed to the neighbors in the
Developer’s July 7, 2011 meeting, but omitted in the application, the plan is to develop both the
Subject Property and Lot 4 at the same time, which would entail the demolition of the existing
one-story dwelling on Lot 4 and the construction of two new houses. While plans have not been
revealed for Lot 4, the assumption has to be that, at a minimum, the largest by-right structure that
the lot would support would also be built, likely increasing the number of stories to the
maximum height allowed in the zoning district and expanding on the existing house footprint,
further reducing the amount of open space in the neighborhood. Construction of these two lots at
the same time would double the construction noise, construction traffic, and would likely
increase the construction timeline affecting the surrounding neighbors. As stated in the
September 15, 2011 letter to the County Board from Jeffrey and Barbara Benoit, owners and
residents of 2612 N. Nottingham St., which is across the street from the pipe-stem entrance, the
safety concerns for the children and other pedestrlans in the neighborhood would be doubly
impacted both in the short term from the construction and in the long term from the addition of
the multiple vehicles associated with two new houses, which would likely use the same narrow
driveway. These concerns should strongly be considered by this Board in denying the requested
modifications that would allow for the construction of a dwelling on Lot 7-D.

Having been apprised of the Developer’s true intentions to simultaneously develop the Subject
Property and the property adjacent to the pipe-stem entrance with two large houses, the County
Board should further consider the impacts of such proposed construction on the public welfare
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and the property and improvements in the neighborhood. A look at the surrounding area reveals
modest development on lots that are large enough to support the houses that are situated thereon
while still leaving ample open space and tree canopy to allow for backyards for children to play
and unrestricted views. (See enclosed maps.) It is noteworthy that the Bloomquists, owners of
Lot 3A which is directly adjacent to the proposed 10” side yard have left this 6500 square foot lot
essentially undeveloped to serve as a backyard play area for their young family that resides at
5827 N. 26™ Street. The Vikander property at 2612 N. Lexington Street which also is adjacent to
the proposed 10 side yard also features a sizeable backyard further creating significant open
space as it abuts the aforementioned Bloomquist Lot 3A. Similarly the Fadeleys and Hendrys,
whose properties abut the proposed 8" side yard have also left the vast percentage of their lots
open as well. (The Hendrys also note concerns that the Developer may be misrepresenting the
lot line on the 8’ side yard including portions of the Hendrys® property along with that of the
Fadeleys and Finleys that lies on the other side of the fence in its estimates of the width of the
pipe-stem lot. The Hendrys believe that the fence is entirely on the neighboring properties and
set back from the property line and that as a result the Applicant may be asking for less than an
8" side yard.) The “reward” to these neighbors® collective property values for such prudent
placement should not be the inclusion of a massive 7200 square foot development towering
approximately 35 feet high, a mere 8 to 10 feet from their property lines. The application
highlights the removal of almost every tree on the Subject Property without providing any
adequate tree screening to these neighbors from views of the oversized structure that would
replace these trees.

In reviewing the application, the homeowners whose interests are represented by this office agree
that the use will fail the first two criteria for the granting of a use permit. A few of the owners
provided comments for inclusion in this letter as set forth below that should further be
considered by the County Board, particularly in light of the erroneous representation by the
Developer in its Application that “the neighbors were very supportive of what we (the
Developer) were trying to do at our July 7™ meeting, and received many words of
encouragement,” particularly given that most of the neighbors that are included in this letter were
the majority of those who attended that meeting.

Neighbor Comments:

I am not in favor of adding a big house to the pipe-stem lot behind the Stroh house on Lexington Street. |
live right next door to the Strohs, and I do not want a towering new house only 10-15 feet from my
property line. - Currently, when I look out from thy back deck, I see only trees. If they are going to
remove all the trees from the lot, as I understand the proposal, there would be nothing to shield the huge
new house from my backyard.

- Laurie Vikander, 2612 N. Lexington St.

We have lived in our house since 1983 and had never heard until a few months ago that there was a
separate lot from the one adjacent to Nottingham Street that was directly behind our property. We have
seen the neighborhood change dramatically with the construction of large houses across the street, next
door, and around the area, but the proposed construction on the pipe-stem is a step too far in our view.
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The house the builder is planning to build just eight feet from our property line will tower over our house
and backyard, severely diminishing the value of our large yard and our privacy. We also are concerned
about the trees and the bit of our property that lies on the other side of the fence and includes a dogwood
tree. Squeezing three houses on the land between Lexington Street and Nottingham Street is excessive
and greedy. The builder and the property owner can make plenty of money just by building a large house
on the Nottingham lot and leaving the pipe-stem lot for a suitably sized backyard. We also are concerned
that the builder is including our (and the Finleys’ and Betty Fadeley’s) land on the other side of the fence
in his estimates of the width of the pipe-stem lot. The fence is entirely on our properties and set back from
the property line.

- Jim and Lorraine Hendry, 5822 N, 27th St.

Living directly across the street from the proposed new development, we are opposed to construction of a
new house on the pipe-stem lot. Allowing construction of this house will result in increased traffic on
Nottingham Street and in the neighborhood, where the county has already spent millions of dollars on
traffic calming measures. The increased number of cars will also permanently alter the current child and
pedestrian friendly nature of the street.

- Jeffrey and Barbara Benoit, 2612 N. Nottingham St.

We have lived in our home across the street from the proposed construction site since 1999. Our own
back yard is also a pipe-stem lot. We purchased it in order to prevent exactly the type of development
which is proposed on the lot(s) on 2615. Though I understand everyone's need/right to improve upon
what they own, we hope the Arlington County does what it can to protect our neighborhood from
becoming a sort of townhome community, instead of separate family homes. 1 believe that was the spirit
of the change Arlington made restricting building on pipe-stem lots in 2007, the same regulation this
developer is trying to now get the County to overturn. The new home proposed would dwarf the
surrounding homes - with the exception of the even larger one proposed to be built in front. It would not
only have no real yard to speak of, it would, by its proposed placement in the middle of a block, interfere
with what had been everyone's backyard - now a giant view of a house(s). This attempt to build on the
pipe-stem is motivated not by anyone's need for shelter, but only for money, and not with the

consideration of the surrounding neighborhood.”
- Sara and Andrew Sullivan, 2622 N. Nottingham St.

Our main concern with the construction project is the likelihood of drainage issues and the damage that
would incur to our residence. When a large home was built on the south side our residence, the builders
blocked the drainage with a large separated garage on the property line. Based on the topography of the
area, the natural drainage flows from the north and east across the back of our property and on to the
south. We bought our home shortly after this custom home had been built and have had water damage to
our basement and had to have a sump pump instalied. We are very concerned that two additional “
properties of this proportion may flood our'basemeht yet again unless precautions are taken by the builder
to drain the excess water into a man-made pond on the property or find 2 way to drain the water away
from our house. The grading of the land at 2615 would leave any increase in water that results from the
building project to drain onto our property, causing water problems.

- Justin A. and Katrina R. Ivatts, 2609 N. Nottingham St.

I am definitely opposed to the construction, the house would be too close to the existing properties on
either side, the removal of the trees, which would leave a bare lot with the house. Just the idea of a
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driveway right beside the fence, on the 27th St. side, all of this on a lot that is just too small. This will
clearly change the neighborhood. ..
- Betty Fadeley, 5826 N. 27" 8t.

Given these concerns, these neighbors ask that the County Board reject the proposed side yard
modifications to effectively prevent development of an oversized structure on a pipe-stem lot in a
neighborhood where such development would be completely out of place. We ask this Board to
reward the efforts of these neighbors who have sacrificed their own development options in
support of the ideals of maintaining open space, preserving existing trees and unrestricted views,
and allowing for areas for their children to safely play. Several of these neighbors have already
submitted separate letters to the County Board and intend to oppose this Application in person at
the County Board hearing. In the meantime, please let me know if you have any questions or
require any additional information. I am copying Planning Staff on this correspondence so some
of these concerns can be addressed in their upcoming Staff Report as well.

Sincerely,
"Aristotelis A. Chronis

cc: Samia Byrd, Planning Division, DCPHD

Enclosures as stated.

~%
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[ ] Represented Property Owners/Properties in Opposition to Proposed Development.

e | Proximity to Subject
' Property Owner Property Address . Property/Properties : -
Michael & Christine Bloomqulst 5827 N. 26th St. Adjacent Property to 107 setback
Laurie Vikander 2612 N. Lexington St. | Adjacent Property to 10’ setback
James and Lorraine Hendry 5822 N. 27th St. ] Adjacent Property to 8’ setback
Betty Fadeley 5826 N. 27th St. Adjacent Property to 8’setback
Jeffrey and Barbara Benoit 2612 N. Nottingham St. | Across from Pipe-stem Entrance
Sara and Andrew Sullivan 2622 N. Nottingham St. | Across from Pipe-stern Entrance

Adjacent to Lot 4 Proposed

Justin A. and Katrina R. Ivatts | 2609 N. Nottingham St. | Construction
Nancy Wiick and Glen Gulyas | 2626 N. Lexington St. | In Block
David & Mary Jane Konstantin | 5835 N. 26th St. in Block
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2100 Clarendon Blvd. Suite 300 RECEIVED FFice
Arlington, VA 22201

2609 North Nottingham Street
Arlington, VA 22207
July 10, 2011

Dear County Board Members,

We are writing to oppose the proposal to build one 3,500 square foot home and a second 3,000 square
foot home at 2615 North Nottingham Street in Arlington. One of the proposed homes would need to
have a use permit to accommodate building on a pipe stem lot; a lot currently not used which sits
behind the current home facing 2615 N. Nottingham. We are vigorously opposed to this proposition, as
our small rambler would be overshadowed by not one, but two large residences, ruining the feel of the
neighborhood which does not have large residences placed back-to-back at this time.

One of the major concerns we have about the proposed building project is based on the severe damage
the building of these two homes on the north side could do to our residence. When a large home was
built on the south side our residence, the builders blocked the drainage with a large separated garage on
the property line. Based on the topography of the area, the natural drainage flows from the north and
east across the back of our property and on to the south. We bought our home shortly after this custom
home had been built and have had water damage to our basement and had to have a sump pump
installed. We are very concerned that two additional properties of this proportion may flood our
basement yet again unless precautions are taken by the builder to drain the excess water into a man-
made pond on the property or find a way to drain the water away from our house. The grading of the
land at 2615 would leave any increase in water that results from the building project to drain onto our
property, causing water problems. The backyard of this house at 2615 presently flattens and might even
be slightly depressed in some areas near the rear of the house, thus retarding and reducing the flow of
water across the property.

Usually, larger homes built in Arlington may add value to the neighberhood, but in this case, we feel that
it would actually make the value of our home decrease in value based on the further water damage we
will incur unless certain precautions are taken by the builder. We also do not like the fact that our
house and backyard will reduce the natural sualight that we so much enjoy today. We bought our -~
residence because we liked the fact that it was nice and sunny, and now that might be seriously
damaged.

When the developer and real estate agent came to discuss the building project with the neighbors on
Thursday, July 7, many neighbors expressed strong opposition to the project. No one signed the
developer’s petition of support. We know some of the neighbors plan to attend the hearing and voice
their concerns as they are worried about constant building noise on our quiet residential street.
Neighbors also expressed concern over vehicles linked to the building project taking over our small
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residential street. As it stands now, many of us have more than one vehicle and park on the street. The
neighbor at 2613 N. Nottingham alsc expressed great concern with how the building project will affect
her property at the meeting, as the builder has proposed to build only 8 feet from her property line.

We hope you will give this letter of opposition to the building of a home on land that was subdivided
serious thought. We know that Arlington County generally opposes this type of building project with a
change in the zoning ordinances in 2007, with a change in the zoning laws to this effect. We hope you
will uphold the current County stance on this proposal and block the developer, Arlington Designer
Homes, from building on the land based not only on principle, but on the fact that it would cause undue
hardship to the neighbors, especially those on either side of the proposed building site.

Sincerely,

LS

Fodbhio Eateon Skt

Justin and Katrina Ivatts

Cc: Arlington County Zoning Office
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Dear County Board Members,

We are writing to oppose the proposal to build one 3,500 square foot home and a second 3,000 square
foot home at 2615 North Nottingham Street in Arlington. One of the proposed homes would need to
have a use permit to accommodate building on a pipe stem lot; a lot currently not used which sits
behind the current home facing 2615 N. Nottingham. We ar;\;rgorousiy opposed to this proposition, as
we oppose residential infill projects.

The Leeway-Overlee Civic Association’s Neighborhood Conservation plan, demonstrates that residents
of this neighborhood do not support residential pipe stem projects. The plan states, “The County's
General Land Use Plan {GLUP} identifies a high percentage of the Leeway neighborhood conservation
area as dedicated for low-density, residential development {1-10 units per acre).” And, it goes on to
specifically mention, that “under the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance an "R-6" single-family dwelling
district is composed of lots with a minimum average width of 60 feet and a minimum lot area of 6,000
square feet” of which this proposed residential building project would not adhere to as the property
would be a mere 8 feet from one of its neighbors. According to a 2007 survey of Leeway-Overlee
residents, the changing character of the neighbaorhood is a concern of 31% of residents, and if current
zoning ordinances were changed, this percentage would most likely increase. Our plea is to uphoid the
County’s strong stance against this kind of infill and deny Arlington Designer Homes, Inc. the opportunity
to build on the lot behind the house on 2615 N. Notiingham Street.

When the developer and real estate agent came to discuss the building project with the neighbors on
Thursday, July 7, many neighbors expressed strong opposition to the project. No one signed the
developer's petition of support. We live on a small, quiet residential street and are worried about
constant building noise. We also have concern aver vehicles linked to the building project taking over
our small residential street. As it stands now, many of us have more than one vehicle and park on the
street.

To conclude, we hope you will give this letter of opposition to the building of a home on land that was
subdivided serious thought. We know that Arlington County generally opposes this type of building
project with a change in the zoning ordinances in 2007. We hope you will uphold the current County

stance on this proposal and block the developér, Arlington Designer Homes, from building on the land T

hased not only on principle, but on the fact that it would cause undue hardship to the neighbors.

Sincerely,

O pisdlioir bifed 100 gty gl v Wwﬁd oot

% - bO&wadc{WvﬂJm"@ Al AR
0(?-/"(’(057% MJ 7@ JV%+WW Mr"{ﬁw O’toﬂu\o\/\-aé—; W

W‘d"“b MJ’I ﬂaﬁ; e /%f@ﬁ‘ﬂ/\/{m D T

cB(fFa

SXLELITUAR G - Al Slloens

fhe




%gg@ﬁe@
SeptemberIS 2011

201 SEP 1b ANl 29

Arlington County Board
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22201

SUBJECT: Use Permit Application — 2615 North Nottingham St. (RPC #01-075-004)
Dear Board Members:

We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed use petmit for construction on
the currently vacant pipe stem lot located at 2615 North Nottingham St. We live directly across
the street from the proposed construction and we are gravely concerned about the short-term and
long-term impacts to our street that would result if the house is constructed. In addition, we do
not feel the proposed developer, Arlington Designer Homes, Inc., has acted in good faith dealing
with the use permit request. Our specific concerns include:

e Not dealing in good faith—at a July 7, 2011 neighborhood meeting with the developer, it
was revealed that the existing house in front of the pipe stem lot was integral to the real
estate transaction and would need to be demolished and rebuilt at the same time the new
house would be built to accommeodate the construction on the pipe stem lot. To the best
of my knowledge, this has not been revealed in the application for the use permit, and the
developer told the group he was “not required” to do so. This is deceiving and
misleading. Involving the second house will double the construction impacts to the
neighborhood and should be considered when deliberating the use permit. In addition, the
8-10 neighbors attending this meeting expressed many concerns and opposition to the
proposed development on the pipe stem lot and would not sign the developer’s statement
of support. We understand this opposition has not been conveyed to the Board by the
developer.

e Short-term impacts—we are greatly concerned about the impacts to our neighborhood
related to construction of the two houses at 2615 N. Nottingham St. This particular block
of Nottingham Street is very pedestrian and child friendly, and construction related
activities (demolition, excavation, and bulldlng) will involve large trucks and heavy
equipment coming and going for an extended period of time, jeopardizing the safety of N
many residents and children. We are also concerned about parking of trucks, cars, and
related construction equipment on Nottingham St. Currently most homes along the street
need to have on-street parking for one or two cars at varying times of the day, and
existing parking needs should not be displaced by this project.

e Long-term impacts—we are most concerned about the permanent traffic and safety
impacts that will result to our street and neighborhood with the addition of a new house
built on the vacant pipe stem lot. As previously stated, this particular block of
Nottingham Street is very pedestrian and child friendly. This block of Nottingham Street
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-, only has a short section of sidewalk, but children can still ride bikes, neighbors walk their
dogs -and joggers feel safe. Construction of a new house on the pipe stem lot will result
in at Jeast two more vehicles permanently added to the street traffic, as well as an
unknown number of other vehicles that will be visiting the house. Arlington County has
spent a considerable amount of money in the Nottingham neighborhood to install traffic
calming devices (speed bumps and curb extensions) because of already heavy traffic
usage and concern for the safety of local residents. It seems completely contrary to now
add yet more traffic to the neighborhood by allowing construction on the pipe stem lot.

In summary, we are opposed to approval of this use permit. Doing so will permanently
alter the quiet family-oriented character of this block of Nottingham Street, and will
threaten the safety of children and residents.

Barbara Benoit
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