ARLINGTON COUNTY TRANSPCORTATION COMMISSION

2100 Clargndon Boulevard, Suite 8090, Aringlon, VA 22201
TEL 703-228-3689 FAX 703-228-7648 www.arlingfonva.us

October 11, 2011

Mr. Christopher Zimmerman, Chairman
Arlington County Board

2100 Clarendon Boulevard

Arlington, VA 22201

RE:  Virginia Land Trust (Wakefield Manor) (SP #417)
Dear Chairman Zimmerman:

I'am writing to express the views of the Transportation Commission with regard to the County
Manager’s recommendation with respect to Site Plan #417, Wakefield Manor, Wakefield Annex,
and Courthouse Manor.

The Transportation Commission, by a vote of 11-0, approved a motion to recommend that
the County Board approve Site Plan 417, subject to the changes agreed to by the applicant.

The Commission heard this item at its meeting on September 29, 2011, The Commission
received a presentation from the applicant and from staff. There were no public speakers.
Present and voting at the meeting were Commissioners Gearhart, Areizaga-Soto, Armbruster,
Everline, Grant, Hubbard, Lynott, Ortiz, Serie, Slatt, and Torma.

In discussion, Commissioners focused on the transportation aspects of the site plan.
Commissioners proposed, and the applicant agreed to, several amendments to the site plan
conditions, including to condition #6 (lighting during the construction phase), condition #11 (the
addition of names of civic groups to be notified during the construction phase), condition #37
(regarding van pools), and condition #39 (to double the number of spaces for visitor bicycles),
In addition, the applicant agreed, for those portions of the 6-foot perimeter sidewalk that abut a
curb, to use a different material or texture along the 2-foot section of the sidewalk next to the
curb to encourage pedestrian traffic to use the 4-foot section further removed from the curb and
moving traffic. It was noted in particular that portions of the sidewalk along north Courthouse
Road will abut moving traffic entering the community from the new ramp from Arlington
Boulevard.

I would be glad to answer any questions (703-522-2276).
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Bill Gearhart
Chairman
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HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD
Courthouse Plaza One 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 700 Arlington, VA 22201

TEL 703.228.3830 Fax 703.228.3834 www.arlingtonva.us
September 27, 2011

Mr. Christopher Zimmerman, Chairman and
Members of the County Board

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 300
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Dear Mr. Zimmerman:

At our regular monthly public hearing on Wednesday, September 21, 2011, the
Arlington County Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) discussed
the proposed Wakefield Manor Site plan. This site plan includes the historic Wakefield
Manor complex (including the Annex) and the Courthouse Manor apartment building,
As you know, the Wakefield Manor complex and Courthouse Manor Building were
recently listed as two of the 23 Essential Historic Resources on the County’s adopted
Historic Resource Inventory list (HRI). The Essential properties category features only
those structures with the greatest historical and/or visual prominence in our community.
Of buildings on the HRI, those in the Essential category have retained the greatest
amount of original architectural fabric, have the least extensive physical alterations, and
have distinguishing architectural and/or historical significance. These three buildings
are showcases of architect Mihran Mesrobian’s delightful and singular architectural
vision.

The HALRB received presentations and had discussions on the proposed site plan at
our May, 2011, July, 2011, and September, 2011 regular public hearings. In September,
the HALRB unanimously voted on the motion:

To support the Wakefield Manor site plan with its unprecedented preservation
of three HRI Essential Properties—Wakefield Manor (including the annex
building) and Courthouse Manor.

The presentation by the applicant and the discussion at the September meeting included
both review of the proposed new bulldmg and details about the proposed preservation
of Courthouse Manor and the Wakefield Manor complexes.

HALRB was very pleased with the refinements the applicant’s architect had made to
the proposed new building that included changes to fenestration in the base, the color of
the precast on the balconies, and modification to the top of the central tower. After
discussion, HALRB suggested the applicant use one red brick color instead of two
different color reds as well as the light brick. While HALRB had no real preference, it
was opined that the darker red brick, as it is similar to that of Wakefield Manor, might
be the good choice.
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As stated, HALRB is very pleased with the level of preservation proposed in this
project and wants to be sure that the preservation is indeed realized. During discussion
at the September meeting HALRB came to understand easements will be recorded on
the properties when the TDRs associated with the buildings to be preserved are sold.
The HALRB further understands the easements will ensure that any exterior changes
will be reviewed by the HALRB and HP staff. It is also HALRB’s understanding that
no exterior alterations will be made to Wakefield and Courthouse Manors before the
site plan is recorded. In order to achieve the desired preservation sooner rather than
later, it is our hope the County can assist the applicant with identifying possible TDR
opportunities so the easements can be recorded in a timely way.

The HALRB also would like to commend the work of County staff in this project,
particularly the DES staff for recognizing the importance of the historic streetscape and
providing flexible design alternatives that will allow for an improved pedestrian
environment while also preserving historic trees and landscape features of the
complexes. This approach should serve as a model for future site plan projects that
feature the preservation of historic buildings.

Finally, the HALRB commends the owners of historic Wakefield Manor and
Courthouse Manor. These structures have been beautifully and carefully preserved, and
the owners deserve credit for their role as faithful stewards of Arlington’s architectural
heritage.

Sincerely,

Nancy Iacomini
Chairman

cc: Members of Planning Commission
Members of HALRB
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