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October 12, 2011

The Honorable Chris Zimmerman
Chairman
Arlington County Board

RE: Item # 42, October 15, 2012 Agenda
Dear Chairman Zimmerman:

NAIOP Northern Virginia is a regional association which represents the commercial development
industry. The majority of the commercial property owners in Arlington are members of NAIOP.
Our members play an important role in the economic success of the County and the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

On behalf of the membership, | am writing to you in regards to Item #42 —a proposed amendment
to the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance to define Large Format Sales Establishment and to
require that such uses obtain a Special Use Permit in multiple zoning districts. These types of
uses are allowed by-right under the current Zoning Ordinance.

We believe that the current zoning designation and the associated comprehensive plan
designation for a property already take into account the impact of a use or development on the
community. This measure before the Board for consideration infringes on the rights of owners to
develop their property and diminishes the value and usefulness of property in Arlington County;
therefore, NAIOP does not believe that this proposed ordinance should be adopted.

We appreciate the Board’s consideration of our concerns and look forward to continuing to work
with the County on issues such as these that affect the commercial real estate community.

Sincerely,

Martha D. Marks
President
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