
  

 

County Manager:   
 

County Attorney:   
 
Staff:  Ryan Johnson & Linda Collier- DES, Real Estate Bureau 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of November 19, 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  October 27, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:  Enactment of an Ordinance to Vacate a Five (5) foot Sanitary Sewer Easement 
Located on Lot 8, Second Addition to Rose Park, 6287 15th Road North, (RPC #11040052), 
with Conditions.   
 
Applicants:  Michael Louis Jensen and Mary Taylor Jensen 
 
By:  Lauren Keenan, Esquire 
        Bean, Kinney, & Korman, P.C.  
        2300 Wilson Blvd, 7th Floor 
        Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   

 
1. Enact the attached Ordinance to Vacate a Five (5) foot Sanitary Sewer Easement 

Located on Lot 8, Second Addition to Rose Park, 6287 15th Road North, (RPC 
#11040052), with Conditions (Attachment 1). 

  
        2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, or his designee, to execute the Deed of 

Vacation and all related documents on behalf of the County Board, subject to 
approval of the Deed of Vacation, as to form, by the County Attorney. 

 
ISSUES:  This is a request for the vacation of an existing five (5) foot public sanitary sewer 
easement.    No issues have been identified regarding the requested vacation. 
 
SUMMARY:  The applicants, Michael Louis Jensen and Mary Taylor Jensen, have requested 
the vacation of an existing five (5) foot public sanitary sewer easement, which runs in an east-
west direction spanning the width of the applicants’ lot, located toward the rear of their property 
at 6287 15th Road North (RPC #11040052).  The vacation is requested to accommodate the 
construction, by the applicants, of a retaining wall on the applicants’ property within the existing 
easement area.  The area of the easement requested to be vacated is three hundred and three 

 

16.
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(303) square feet.  There are no public sanitary sewer improvements or other public facilities 
located within the existing easement, nor are there any current plans by the County to use the 
easement for the installation of any public facilities in the future. With the enactment of the 
proposed Ordinance of Vacation, upon satisfaction of the conditions of the Ordinance, and 
recordation of a deed of vacation, the County’s interest in the five (5) foot sanitary sewer 
easement will be extinguished.   
 
BACKGROUND:  A five (5) foot public sanitary sewer easement on the applicants’ property 
was established by the recordation of a single lot subdivision plat entitled “Lot 8, Second 
Addition to Rose Park, Arlington County, Virginia”, dated October 9, 1956, prepared by John 
Marshall, Certified Land Surveyor, in Deed Book 1271, at Page 386, among the land records of 
Arlington County, Virginia (“Land Records”). No public sanitary sewer improvements or other 
public facilities are installed or currently located within the existing easement.  
 
DISCUSSION:  The applicants have requested the proposed vacation to accommodate the 
construction of a retaining wall on their property. The easement that is the subject of the 
proposed Ordinance of Vacation is depicted on a plat attached hereto as Exhibit “A” entitled 
“Plat Showing the Vacation of a 5’ Sanitary Sewer Easement, Lot 8, Second Addition to Rose 
Park (D.B. 1271, Pg. 383), Arlington County, Virginia” prepared by Scartz Surveys, dated July 
18, 2011.  Vicinity maps depicting the location of the proposed vacation are attached hereto as 
Exhibit “B”, Exhibit “C”, and Exhibit “D”.  
 
Legal and Physical Description:  The property located at 6287 15th Road North (RPC 
#11040052) is owned by Michael Louis Jensen and Mary Taylor Jensen.  The existing public 
sanitary sewer easement that is the subject of this vacation request is depicted on the plat 
attached as Exhibit “A”.   
 
The applicants acquired the property by Deed dated March 25, 1997, and recorded March 27, 
1997 among the Land Records in Deed Book 2823, at Page 682.   
 
The five (5) foot sanitary sewer easement that is the subject of this vacation was created by a 
single-lot subdivision plat entitled “Lot 8, Second Addition to Rose Park Subdivision” dated 
October 9, 1956 and recorded October 29, 1956 among the Land Records in Deed Book 1271, at 
Page 386.  The easement proposed to be vacated contains no public sanitary sewer improvements 
or other public facilities, and there are no plans by the County to use the easement for the 
installation of any public sanitary sewer improvements or other public facilities in the future.    
 
Public Notice:  Public notice was given in accordance with the Code of Virginia.  Notices were 
placed in the October 25, 2011 and November 1, 2011 issues of the Washington Times for the 
County Board meeting of November 19, 2011. 
 
Compensation:  Staff recommends that no compensation be required from the applicants for 
vacating the sanitary sewer easement located on the subject property. This follows the current 
County practice of not requiring compensation for the vacation of public utility easements when 
the easement to be vacated is not being used by the County, and the County has no current or 
anticipated future need for the existing easement. 
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FISCAL IMPACT:  None. 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 

 
ORDINANCE TO VACATE A FIVE (5) FOOT SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT 
LOCATED ON LOT 8, SECOND ADDITION TO ROSE PARK, 6287 15TH ROAD 
NORTH, (RPC #11040052), WITH CONDITIONS.   
 
BE IT ORDAINED that, pursuant to a request by Michael Louis Jensen and Mary Taylor 
Jensen, husband and wife,  (“Applicants”), on file in the offices of the Department of 
Environmental Services, the following described easement: a three hundred and three (303) 
square foot, five (5) foot wide public sanitary sewer easement created by a single-lot subdivision 
plat dated October 9, 1956 and recorded on October 29, 1956 in Deed Book 1271, at Page 386, 
among the land records of Arlington County, Virginia, which easement is shown on the plat 
entitled “Plat Showing The Vacation of a 5’ Sanitary Sewer Easement Lot 8 Second Addition to 
Rose Park (D.B. 1271, Pg. 383) Arlington County, Virginia”, dated July 18, 2011, prepared by 
Scartz Surveys, attached to the County Manager’s report dated October 18, 2011 as Exhibit “A”, 
is hereby vacated, subject to the following conditions:  
 
1. This Ordinance of Vacation solely relates to the County’s legal interest in the public sanitary 

sewer easement hereby vacated, and therefore excludes the rights, if any, of abutting property 
owners or others. 
 

2. The Applicants shall prepare and submit to the County the Deed of Vacation, including all 
required plats, for review and approval as to substance by the County Manager, or her 
designee, and for approval as to form by the County Attorney.  

 
3. The Applicant shall record the Deed of Vacation and all plats required by the conditions of 

this Ordinance of Vacation among the land records of the Circuit Court of Arlington County, 
Virginia. 

  
4. The Applicant shall pay all fees, including the fees for review, approval, and recording of all 

required documents associated with the Ordinance of Vacation. 
 
5. The Deed of Vacation shall not be executed on behalf of the County Board until all the 

requirements of this Ordinance are satisfied. 
 
6. All conditions of the Ordinance of Vacation shall be met by noon on October 15, 2012, or 

this Ordinance of Vacation shall become null and void without the necessity of any further 
action by the County Board. 
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