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DATE:  November 2, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:  Request to advertise "On the County Board's Own Motion" a public hearing on use 
permit requests for existing open-air markets located at Ballston Wellburn Square (RPC# 14-
050-031, and -009); Clarendon Central Park (RPC# 19-001-001); 2820 Columbia Pike (RPC# 
32-005-004 and street rights-of-way); Crystal City 1851 S. Bell St. (RPC# 34-026-037); Rosslyn 
1700 block N. Oak St. (RPC#16-035-001 and street rights-of-way); Courthouse (RPC# 18-002-
001 and street rights-of-way), and I-66 Garage between N. Quincy St. and N. Stafford St. (I-66 
right-of way). 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 
 Authorize advertisement of a public hearing by the County Board on January 21, 2012 

“On The County Board’s Own Motion” for a proposed use permit or site plan amendment 
(where applicable) for existing open-air markets located at Ballston Wellburn Square 
(RPC# 14-050-031, and -009); Clarendon Central Park (RPC# 19-001-001); 2820 
Columbia Pike (RPC# 32-005-004 and street rights-of-way); Crystal City 1851 S. Bell St. 
(RPC# 34-026-037); Rosslyn 1700 block N. Oak St. (RPC#16-035-001 and street rights-
of-way); Courthouse (RPC# 18-002-001 and street rights-of-way), and I-66 Garage 
between N. Quincy St. and N. Stafford St. (I-66 right-of way). 

 
ISSUES:  This is a request for authorization from the County Board to advertise on its own 
motion a public hearing to consider use permits for all existing open-air markets that do not 
currently have use permits, and no issues have been identified.   
 
SUMMARY:  This is a request for authorization from the County Board to advertise on its own 
motion a public hearing to consider use permits for all existing open-air markets that do not 
currently have use permits.  As this is an action on the County Board’s own motion in the public 
interest, the applicants will not be charged a fee for the use permit.  However, any new open-air 
markets from this time forward must apply for a use permit and pay the fee (proposed to be 
$634.20).   
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BACKGROUND:  In June 2011 the County Board adopted a text amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance defining “open-air markets”, and defining such use as a special exception in certain 
Zoning districts.  At the time, it was recommended as a follow-up that all existing open-air 
markets in Arlington that did not currently have a use permit would be brought into conformance 
on the County Board’s own motion.     
 
DISCUSSION:  The subject open-air markets have existed for several years, and had been 
approved through the County’s Special Events permitting process.  Now that a special exception 
use permit is required for open-air markets, the existing markets will be brought into 
conformance on the County Board’s own motion.  Since the applicants had already been paying 
fees to the County through the special events process, and as the use permits will be advertised 
by the County Board in the public interest, there will be no fee charged to the applicants. Any 
future open-air markets will have to apply for a use permit and pay the fee (adopted by the 
County Board in October 2011) like all other new applicants for use permits.   
 
The existing open air markets requiring use permits, for which staff is requesting the Board 
authorize advertisement, are the following: 
 
Market Zoning District Location 
Courthouse “C-O” Parking lot adjacent to County Building 

Ballston Farmers’ “C-O-A” Wellburn Square 
Clarendon “C-3” Near Metro escalator 
Columbia Pike “C-2” Park in front of Rite Aid (proposed to be moved in 

the future to S-3A property at Penrose Square) 
Crystal City “C-O” Sidewalk on west side of Crystal Drive between 18th 

& 20th Streets 
Rosslyn “C-O” 1700 block of North Oak Street 
Civitans Market “S-3A” I-66 Garage (near Washington-Lee High School) 
Ballston Arts and 
Crafts Market 

“C-O-A” Wellburn Square 

 
  
CONCLUSION:  When the text amendment was adopted to require use permits for open-air 
markets, it was expected that the existing markets that did not have use permits should be 
brought into conformance with the new ordinance requirement. As this is an amendment 
advertised on the County Board’s own motion in the public interest, per the Board’s adopted FY 
2011 fee schedule there will be no fee charged to the applicants.  Therefore, staff recommends 
that the County Board advertise a public hearing by the County Board on January 21, 2012, to 
consider on its own motion special exception use permits for open-air markets for Ballston 
Wellburn Square (RPC# 14-050-031, and -009); Clarendon Central Park (RPC# 19-001-001); 
2820 Columbia Pike (RPC# 32-005-004 and street rights-of-way); Crystal City 1851 S. Bell St. 
(RPC# 34-026-037); Rosslyn 1700 block N. Oak St. (RPC#16-035-001 and street rights-of-way); 
Courthouse (RPC# 18-002-001 and street rights-of-way), and I-66 Garage between N. Quincy St. 
and N. Stafford St. (I-66 right-of way). 
















