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SUBJECT: 3. GLENCARLYN NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PLAN  
   UPDATE  

 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the resolution to accept the Glencarlyn Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan, including Appendix D-Staff Comments.   

 
 
Dear County Board Members: 
 
The Planning Commission heard this item at its November 7, 2011 meeting.  Peter Olivere, 
Glencarlyn Neighborhood Conservation Plan Development Lead, presented the plan.  Also present 
was Eric Hougen, the Glencarlyn Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee representative.  
Christine Nixon and Katie Brown-Henry, CPHD Neighborhood Services staff, and Richard Viola, 
Departmental of Environmental Services staff, were also present.   
 
Public Speakers 
 
There were no public speakers.  
 
Planning Commission Discussion 
 
Commissioner Forinash congratulated Mr. Olivere on the neighborhood’s work on the 
Neighborhood Conservation (NC) Plan.  He inquired about whether there was any discussion on 
narrowing Carlin Springs Road, a County street, to three (3) lanes.  Mr. Viola responded that South 
Carlin Springs Road is four (4) lanes and the sidewalk conditions are poor.  Staff has considered 
reducing the roadway to improve and widen the sidewalk. 
 
Commissioner Malis requested clarification on staff responses to certain Citizens’ Association 
recommendations.  In a number of instances the staff comments indicate that the recommendation 
has been added to the department’s workplan and she wondered what that meant.  For instance 
recommendation #6D (page 79) states that creating historic markers has been added to the Historic 
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Preservation workplan.  Commissioner Malis wondered if that meant that the item had been funded.  
Ms. Nixon explained that the markers for the historic Village Center landmarks will be added to the 
Historic Preservation program and will be implemented when funding becomes available.  
 
Commissioner Malis asked about Recommendation #7A.4 (Page 80) which DES staff indicates has 
been added to the workplan.  This recommendation involves creating a left turn lane into the 
Glencarlyn neighborhood at 3rd Street and would require road widening north and south of the 
intersection and impact 2 or 3 single family homes.   Ms. Brown-Henry indicated that she will 
confirm that plans to achieve left turns into Glencarlyn from Carlin Springs Road, using excess 
space from the Kenmore property, have been added to the DES work plan. 
 
Commissioner Monfort recommended that specific staff names and phone numbers, as indicated in 
Recommendation #6B (page 78), not be included in the plan as that information may change in the 
future. 
 
Commissioner Harner asked if the neighborhood had much discussion about tear down activity.  Mr. 
Olivere responded that there have not been a lot of tear downs in the neighborhood and it was not 
raised as an issue in the neighborhood survey.  Commissioner Harner also asked if the sidewalk 
issue had been resolved.  Mr. Olivere indicated that a study would identify sidewalk priorities.  Ms. 
Nixon indicated that four (4) neighborhood sidewalk projects have been implemented in Glencarlyn, 
and identification of sidewalk improvement projects are based on neighborhood consensus.  Mr. 
Hougen noted that the neighborhood is considering non-sidewalk NC projects, and that projects are 
planned and implemented on a two-block basis. 

 
Planning Commission Motion 
 
Commissioner Sockwell moved that the Planning Commission recommend that the County Board 
adopt the resolution to accept the Glencarlyn Neighborhood Conservation Plan, including Appendix 
D-Staff Comments.  Commissioner Malis seconded the motion.   
 
Commissioner Malis stated that she has always enjoyed hearing presentations on Neighborhood 
Conservation Plans and is struck by how through the NC Program citizens become well-versed with 
the history, attributes, and needs of their neighborhoods.   
 
Commissioner Ciotti thanked Mr. Olivere and Mr. Hougen for their presentation and the 
neighborhood’s work on the NC Plan.  She commended them on the concept of historic markers 
identifying the year each historical Village Center landmark was built. 
 
Commissioner Klein indicated that the Village Section of the NC Plan provides good information on 
the neighborhood’s historic properties.  She suggested that the Section add language recommending 
that the historic properties, including the Ball-Sellers House and the Ball-Carlin Family Cemetery, 
be added to the local Historic District. 
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The Planning Commission voted 12-0 to support the motion.  Commissioners Ciotti, Cole, Fallon, 
Forinash, Harner, Hunt, Klein, Malis, Monfort, Morris, Savela, and Sockwell supported the motion.  
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
       Arlington County Planning Commission 
 

        
       Rosemary Ciotti  
       Planning Commission Chair 


