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SUBJECT: 1. Colony House Special General Land Use Plan (“GLUP”) Study:  

Memorandum recording the findings of a Special General Land Use 
Plan (“GLUP”) Study of a proposed GLUP amendment request 
submitted to change from “Low-Medium” Residential (16-36 
units/acre) to “Low” Office-Apartment-Hotel (up to 1.5 FAR office; 
up to 72 units/acre residential; up to 110 units/acre hotel) the portion 
of the block bounded by Lee Highway to the north, North Quinn Street 
to the east and reaching halfway across the block west towards North 
Scott Street and partway across the block south towards the adjacent 
residential buildings. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Concur with the staff findings of a Special Study of a proposed GLUP 
amendment request submitted to change the portion of the block 
bounded by Lee Highway to the north, North Quinn Street to the east, 
and reaching halfway across the block west towards North Scott Street 
and partway across the block south towards the adjacent residential 
buildings, from “Low-Medium” Residential to either “Low” Office-
Apartment-Hotel” or “Medium” Residential, which are potentially 
appropriate designations for the site, subject to an appropriate plan. 

  
Dear County Board Members:   
 
The Planning Commission heard this item at its October 3, 2011 meeting.  Margaret Tulloch Rhodes, 
Planning staff, presented the findings of the Special GLUP Study.  Also present were Matt 
Mattauszek, Planning staff, and Melanie Jesick, DES staff. 
 
Public Speakers 
 
There were no public speakers. 
 



Planning Commission Report 
 
Commissioner Cole reported that the Special Study was the focus for two (2) Long Range Planning 
Committee (LRPC) meetings.  Commissioners present at the LRPC meetings generally concurred 
with the staff recommendation.  Commissioner Cole noted that under the current “C-2” zoning, the 
property could be redeveloped by-right with a two-story 80,400 square foot big box store over 
structured parking.  Commissioner Cole complimented and thanked Ms. Rhodes and Mr. Tianyao 
Sun of the Planning staff for their great work.  He stated that the question before the Planning 
Commission is whether it agrees that either of the two (2) General Land Use Plan (GLUP) 
designations is appropriate for the site. 
 
Planning Commission Discussion 
 
Commissioner Fallon inquired about whether the County Board had ever approved amendments to 
the GLUP that would facilitate rezoning of “C-2” properties to “C-O-1.5”.  He expressed concern for 
the potential precedent that the subject request would set for “C-2” properties.  Ms. Rhodes 
responded that the Bergman’s site is partially zoned “C-2” and that the County Board recently 
advertised a GLUP amendment to “Low” Office-Apartment-Hotel.  Ms. Wray responded that she 
was not aware of any recent site plans whereby “C-2” property was rezoned to “C-O-1.5”. 
 
Planning Commission Motion 
 
Commissioner Cole moved that the Planning Commission advise the County Board that it concurs 
with the staff findings in the memorandum on the Colony House’s Special General Land Use Study 
that either “Low” Office-Apartment-Hotel” or “Medium” Residential are potentially appropriate 
designations for the site, subject to an appropriate plan.  Commissioner Savela seconded the motion.  
 
The Planning Commission voted 8-0 to support the motion.  Commissioners Ciotti, Cole, Fallon, 
Klein, Malis, Monfort, Savela, and Serie supported the motion.     
 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
       Arlington County Planning Commission 
        

        
 
       Rosemary Ciotti  
       Planning Commission Chair 
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