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CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION ON HOUSING

One Courthouse Plaza 2100 Clarendon Bivd., Suite 700 Arlington, VA 22201
TEL 703.228.3760 Fax 703.228.3834 www arlingtonva.us

December 12, 2011

Hon. Christopher Zimmerman, Chairman
Arlington County Board

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22201

RE: Year-round homeless shelter
Item #35 on the County Board agenda for
December 13,2011

Dear Mr. Zimmerman:

The Housing Commission is in support of the proposed year-round homeless shelter.
The existing winter shelter, located only a block and a half from the proposed site, is in
desperate need of extensive repair and does not provide year-round assistance to the
neediest people in our community. The close proximity to the existing winter shelter
and the inclusion of supportive services that will be available at the proposed site will
provide an important safety net to county residents. A permanent shelter is an essential
component to the goals set by the County’s 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness. In
addition, this shelter meets several of Arlington’s Affordable Housing Goals and
Targets approved by the board in March 2011.

Goal 1. Balance Support for the elderly and persons with disabilities with a transitional
safety net for families with children.

Goal 2. Prevent and End Homelessness
Target 2A: Reduce the number of unsheltered homeless by half by 2015.
Target 2B: Create a Comprehensive Homeless Service Center to serve
homeless individuals by FY 2015, to include up to 50 year-round shelter beds
that employ best practices to move homeless people to permanent housing.

Goal 3. Ensure through all available means that all housing in Arlington County is safe
and decent,

Goal 6. Reduce the number of households in serious housing need (defined as those
eaming below 40% of median income who pay more than 40% of their income for
rent).

The Housing Commission understands that there is uncertainty with neighbors and
would point to the success of the two shelters in nearby Lyon Park along with several
others situated within residential neighborhoods around the County. The shelters in
Lyon Park are located adjacent to single family homes and have not been detrimental to
the neighborhood. They have not lowered property values, caused loitering, or
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increased crime. With such close proximity to the existing shelter we do not believe
the proposed year-round shelter will cause any additional, negative impact on the
neighborhood. In addition, the proposed site is across the street from the entrance to
the police station. This will continue to insure the safety of the neighborhood.

Several members of the Housing Commission were involved in the recent county-
widel00 Homes for 100 Homeless Arlingtonians Registry Week. This is a
collaborative effort spearheaded by the Department of Human Services and the
Arlington Street People’s Assistance Network (“A-SPAN™), under the auspices of
Arlington’s Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness. The survey and census took place the
week of October 17", 153 homeless individuals were identified during Registry Week
and the partners are now working together so that they can be moved into permanent
housing. In doing the street outreach the volunteers met many people who were raised
in Arlington, went to school here and yet found themselves homeless. There is no
doubt the majority of people on the street during the census were from Arlington.
These are the people that would be helped by this shelter.

With such a great need we believe this permanent shelter is vitally important as a safety
net for Arlington residents.

Thank you for your consideration of this issue. Please do not hesitate to contact me
should you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

Holly Bray
Chairman
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ARLINGTON NEW DIRECTIONS COALITION
524 North Jackson Street Arlington, VA. 22201

December 12, 2011

Arlington County Board
2100 Clarendon Blvd — Room #300
Arlington, VA. 22201

Dear Board Chairman and Members:

['am writing this letter on behalf of the Arlington New Directions Coalition
(ANDC) and in my capacity as President of ANDC in order to convey to you our
support for the County’s acquisition of the property at 2020 North 14" Street and
the use of two floors for a year-round homeless shelter and homeless service
center. As you know, several persons who work with the homeless have been
advocating for nearly 20 years for such a facility which would provide homeless
persons a greater opportunity to address their problems and the staff who work
with them a greater opportunity to better serve their needs. We think that this
proposal put forth by the County Manager is excellent and long overdue,

There is broad support in the community for such a facility which is now a part of
the 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness. The Housing Commission, the faith
community, many citizens and many businesses have recognized the need for such
a facility and support its creation.

We think that placing the facility at this location is appropriate. It is only one
block from the existing winter emergency shelter, which itself is in disrepair and
inadequate to meet the need. The current location of the shelter has not caused
problems for the residents or businesses in the neighborhood, nor had a negative
impact on property values in the nei ghborhood; and neither will the new location.
The safety of residents in the community will not be compromised. The County
and the contracted homeless service provider will manage the facility well (as they
have the existing shelter); and a well-managed center will be a good neighbor and
a positive environment for the non-profit professionals, public safety officers and
County staff who work there everyday.
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We believe strongly that the proposed creation and placement of the year-round
homeless shelter and homeless service center is the right thing to do. It will greatly
assist those persons who are homeless, have addictions, suffer from illness, are
velerans and are too poor to secure housing on their own without help.

We hope that you all will vote to support this proposal when it comes before you
on Tuesday night, December 13.

Thanks you,

= N Sy
—F r‘Quu(J;‘F’_m 0

Charlie Rinker

President, ANDC
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To : Arlington County Board December 13", 2011

This letter is to inform you of my experience with A-SPAN in the Arlington Courthouse
neighborhood. My name is David Guas and I'm the Chef and Proprietor of Bayou Bakery located at 1515
North Courthouse Road, just on the corner of 15" and N. Courthouse Rd. | opened my business on
November 22™ of 2010.

Once | was open and realized that | would have left over baked goods on a daily basis, | immediately
contacted the local shelter, A-SPAN to begin my long term relationship with them. They had been
picking up our end-of ~the day baked goods for the past year now. | work closely with Jan-Michael
Sacharko, and have provided full breakfast donations as well for their 100 Houses Campaign.

As a small business owner in Arlington County and being only 50 yards from the front door of the
current shelters location, | have never once experienced a loss in business or any disruption to my
business for that matter since the day | first unlocked my doors . | have no issues with the homeless
loitering nor have my guests felt uncomfortable with patronizing my establishment based on the shelter
being less than a half a block away.

Yes, | have had some of the homeless come into to my restaurant from time to time, most of them
actually purchase something and then stay for a bit. As a business owner, | manage the safety and
comfort of all my guests while they are dining with us. They like any other person have every right to
enter into my business.

It is important to me to “get involved” in my areas community and that is why | have continued to
support A-SPAN and all that they do for “OUR COMMUNITY”.

The idea of them moving and being able to establish more of a true center for the shelter will be great
for our area and all of those in need of help. The fact that help could be available 24 hrs a day is huge.

If you have any questions for me or need anything at all from me or my staff, please do not hesitate to
contact me directly at (703)243-2410 or email me at chef@bayoubakeryva.com.

Thank you,

David Guas, Chef/Owner

Bayou Bakery, Coffee Bar& Eatery
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Hope Halleck

From: ampmO2@earthlink.net

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 9:52 AM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: WEBSITE COMMENT: Shelter -- ATTN: countyboard

The following comment has been submitted from the Arlington County Website:;
Name : ANNE MURPHY

Submitter's E-Mail Address : ampm02@earthlink.net

Subject : WEBSITE COMMENT: Shelter -- ATTN: countyboard
Comments : Dear Members --

| regret that | am unable to attend the County Board meeting this evening to stand with Arlingtonians
in support of the county's effort to purchase the building in the Courthouse area in order to provide a
facility that is open year-round for men, women and children who are temporarily without shelter,

PLEASE listen to the constituents who care deeply about the plight of others. Our faith traditions -- all
of them -- mandate that those who are most able are responsible for caring for those who are least
among us.

As long-time Arlington residents, | have been pleased with the commitment of the County Board
Members to balance the needs of the whole community in the decisions you make. This has been
evident in the county's effort to comply with its own plan to end homelessness.

NOW is the time to demonstrate that commitment -- it is indeed an opportunity to achieve success in
providing appropriate space for our neighbors who are without shelter - not just in the cold of winter,
but whenever such shelter is needed. Homelessness knows no season -- and whenever it strikes is
when our citizens deserve to be sheltered.

| look forward to hearing GOOD NEWS tomorrow -- that is, that the Board Members took the high
road and provided an opportunity for our desperate neighbors to live a life with dignity and protection.

Sincerely,

ANNE MURPHY
703.536.4106 (h)

2244 N. Nottingham St.
Arlington, VA 22205

Thank you.
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Hope Halleck

From: Michael Doan <mdoan96@yahco.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 8:55 AM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Homeless shelter

[ 'am in support of a homeless shelter to be voted on today. I think the courthouse area, where our government is
located, would be a good location.

Michael Doan

3316 N 21st Ave.

Arlington VA 22207
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Angela Brackett SRS

From: a arling

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 10:12 AM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Public Website CONTACT US - INFORMATION REQUEST

Public Website CONTACT US - INFORMATION REQUEST

The following information had been submitted on the public website:
Message Type : INFORMATION REQUEST
Subject : County Board

Message : | strongly support the opening a year-round shelter for homeless men and women at the courthouse area,
including the purchase of a building to house this shelter.

Our community has many homeless persons who need the year round care of a shelter and its counselors to have
shelter, a hot meal, and a place to be safe as well as the attention of county and shelter staff so that they can move off
the street.

Long term, we save county resources by having this shelter and reducing the size of homelessness, and we do the
humane tasks that any community should undertake to help our less fortunate fellow citizens.

John Reeder

1812 N. Huntington Street
Arlington, VA 22205

The following contact information was submitted:
Email Address ; anonvmous@arlingtonva.u(—_:——- .
Telephone e =

First Name . =
Last Name

Home Address : ~T

City : Arlington

State VA

Zip Code

Thank you
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Angela Brackett A S
From: Solomon Abawi <SAbawi@A-SPAN.org> /

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 10:16 AM

To: CountyBoard

Cc: Kathleen Sibert

Subject: year round shelter

ear fellow county board members

My name is Solomon Abawi, | was part of the 100 homes campaign, as well an outreach worker for A-SPAN, so | get a
daily outlook on the importance of having a year round shelter. | have worked in the homeless population over 3 years
now, and it seems to be getting worse every year, whether the poor economy, or the cimate vigorously changing, as it
has been getting hotter in the summer, and colder in the winter than ever before. Unfortunately, no human being is
suffering from it more than the homeless. 5 deaths were reported last year from hyperthermia in the DC area alone.
Highest number reported yet.

A year round shelter, doesn’t solve homelessness, but it’s a stepping stone to END homelessness. As the economy starts
recovering, outreach workers, case workers, volunteers, etc. can be there to lift them up when it seems there’s no hope.
For so long homeless individuals believe that no one out there cares about them, in turn they don’t care about
themselves. A year round shelter can change that. A shelter doesn’t just shield them, but shows that there’s a place
where people care, and want you to succeed, | believe a person caring alone, can motivate them, and bring out the best
in them.

Thank you for taking the time to read my email. | hope this email helps make the right decision on a great, and
important cause.

Solomon Abawi
Senior Qutreach Worker

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing” -Edmund Burke
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From: Iparl@aol.com

Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 2:34 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: WEBSITE COMMENT: Homeless Shelter -- ATTN: countyboard

The foliowing comment has been submitted from the Arlington County Website:
Name : Lorette Picciano

Subrmitter's E-Mazil Address : |parl@aol.com

Subject : WEBSITE COMMENT: Homeless Shelter -- ATTN: countyboard

Comments : Greetings, | wanted to send you a message of full support for the construction of a homeless shelter on N.
14th and Courthouse road. | fived in this neighborhood when | first came to Arlington, and it is a dynamic place that
would offer the location and services needed to assist those who are homeless. {live now near East Falls Church and
have not noticed any negative impact from the home already built for persons with mental ilinesses. | hope my
neighbors in my old neighborhood will extend the same compassion to those in our community who need our
assistance. | am especially concerned about how many veterans are among the homeless population and our need to
care for those who have risked their lives for all of us.

On behalf of my family, | thank the County for extending compassion and assistance to make a difference in the lives of
our neighbors. | am proud to be part of a community that cares, and that understands that good fortune is a blessing.
In Arlington, so many of us have the good fortune to be able to live in this county, and we want it to be open to
everyone, at the times they need our sharing and caring the most. We believe the county has the experience to balance
the needs of all its residents in this neighborhood and we urge you to approve the project and continue with this
important work.

Thanks you sc very much,
Lorette Picciano

Thank you.




Hope Halleck

From: Richard Pollack <richard.pollack@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 6:32 AM

To: CountyBoard; Christopher Zimmerman; Mary Hynes; Barbara Favola; Jay Fisette; Walter
Tejada

Subject: VOTE NO ON THE THOMAS BUILDING ACQUISITION:!

Members of the Arlington County Board:

I'am writing to express my opposition of Arlington County’s proposed acquisition of the
Thomas Building (2020 14th Street North). Based on the information provided at last week’s meeting
between members of the County staff and residents of the Woodbury Heights condominium, | feel
that the County has neither the proper justification nor performed the required due diligence to
acquire the Thomas Building.

The County has argued that the acquisition of the Thomas Building is necessary to enable the
development of Courthouse Square. In particular, current occupants of Court West would be
relocated to the Thomas Building. However, the County staff was unable to explain how
90,000 square feet of Court West tenancy was going to fit into 70,000 square feet of Thomas Building
available space (notwithstanding that roughly 15,000 square feet of the Thomas Building is proposed
for non-office uses). Additionally, the staff could not answer whether alternative, and less expensive
options were considered, as ultimately the Thomas Building would only be a temporary home from
Court West occupants until Courthouse Square was completed. The current County CIP plans for
$2.0M for Courthouse Square design studies and estimating to occur in FY 2013. The CIP further
goes on to allot $2.5M for additional design capacity in FY 2015 because of “not knowing the
outcome of these studies, and timing of subsequent decisions considering lease, lease-purchase, and
construct.” It is unfathomable that the County would spend $25.5M on the acquisition of a building to
provide temporary space for County offices until such time as a development may or may not occur at
Courthouse Sguare.

There is simply not ample justification for the expenditure of 4-5% of the County’s annual budget.

The above facts illustrate what is readily apparent to anyone who has discussed the Thomas
Building acquisition with Arlington County: the sole purpose of the acquisition is to relocate the
current Emergency Winter Shelter to a permanent facility in the Thomas Building. As with the space
and development rationale put forth by the County, there is a profound lack of due diligence regarding
the creation of a permanent homeless shelter in the Thomas Building. No member from the County
staff was able to explain how much it would cost to establish a facility in the Thomas Building, how
much it would cost to make the current adequate (including a complete demolition and rebuild), or
whether alternative sites were examined. County staff was similarly unable to articulate any analysis
regarding the facility’s impact on the surrounding community, and the lack of any contact with the
surrounding community indicates that the County does not care.

Finally, the County clearly understands that there is a perception of a safety risk from the proposed
move—the County sent an ACPD representative to the meeting with the residents of Woodbury
Heights and has proposed that the Thomas Building be retrofitted with a “building within a building’—
but was unable to provide any evidence of any analysis of crime statistics to allay fears of safety
risks.

The Woodbury Heights condominium has been under attack by the County for too long. Qur
quiet enjoyment has been infringed by the construction of the Hilton Garden Inn, the Palatine, and the
upcoming expansion of Wakefield Manor. The last bastion is the north side of the building, where the
County wants to put a homeless facility without justification or due diligence. Furthermore, based on
the timing and underhanded manner in which the acquisition has proceeded—none of the building
owners or tenants in the surrounding community, including the Meridian, Palatine, or even the
Thomas Building itself, were notified before the County’s Thanksgiving week press release—the
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County clearly intended to complete its acquisition unnoticed. The County clearly hopes they can
once and for all destroy the property value of Woodbury Heights residents, but we will not stand for
this. If the County goes forward with the acquisition of the Thomas Building, not only will the County
ultimately lose tax revenue from the diminished value of all surrounding properties and the exodus of
County residents (myself included), but | can guarantee you they will incite approximately 2,400
residents and tenants on a mission to unseat each and every County Board member. | strongly urge
you to vote against the acquisition of the Thomas Building.

Sincerely,

Richard Pollack
Arlington County resident since 2005
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Angela Brackett

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

iQaccount:
IQmailAttach:
1QmaillD:
IQpeoplelD:
1QwfAttach:
1QworkflowlD:

Jane Ruby <drjaneruby@gmaii.com>
Monday, December 12, 2011 2:57 PM
CountyBoard

NO HOMELESS SHELTER ON 14TH ST

QNG

E-Mail Message 2011-12-12 02-57PM.html
2484967

7109672

E-Mail Message 2011-12-12 02-57FPM.html
378364

I AM WRITING TO PROTEST THE PROPOSAL TO MOVE THE HOMELESS SHELTER ON QUR

RESIDENTIAL BLOCK

AT 2020 14TH STREET WITH MY TAX DOLLARS OR ANY DOLLARS. USE THE 25.5 MILLION IN

BONDS SLATED FOR

ROADS AND PARKS FOR ROADS AND PARKS. DO NOT TAKE OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES AWAY

USING EMINENT

DOMAIN OR ANY OTHER TACTIC

DR. JANE RUBY
1301 N TROY ST

ARLINGTON, VA 22201
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Arlington County Board
2100 Clarendon Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22201

Dear County Board:

I am writing in response to the letter I received on November 21, 2011 regarding
the intent of Arlington County to acquire the Thomas Building at 2020 N14th St. I
am a tenant on the second floor of the building and will be subject to immediate
eviction upon acquisition of the property. I am absolutely shocked that the County
is contemplating displacing small businesses in the middle of a recession and with
the national economy at an all time low.

What it means to my business

My organization is the headquarters for a national alliance of conservation groups
who work hard to improve the health and quality of America’s bays and estuaries.
It is a daily struggle to keep my organization running on a tight budget in such a
bad economic climate that continues to get worse. We are a small organization and
relocation will result in unanticipated short-term and long-term costs that could
jeopardize our financial viability. Even the unanticipated short-term cost to move
our office, relocate infrastructure, and change the address on our printed and
electronic materials will be significant.

A critical factor for our long-term financial planning has been the moderate cost of
our annual lease in the Thomas Building, a class “C” office building. We have
diligently factored the cost of the four (4) years remaining on our lease into our
long-term planning and budgeting. Having to relocate prior to the end of our lease
will create significant economic hardship for my business because it is likely we
will be facing much higher per-square-foot costs for new space close to a Metro
station (an absolute requirement). As a small business struggling in a depressed
economy, how can I afford those costs? Answer: [ will probably have to move my
organization out of Arlington.

What it means to Arlington

Three years ago when I was looking for new office space [ made the decision to try
and keep my organization in Arlington. Luckily we found affordable space that
suits our needs in the Thomas Building, We are now part of the Courthouse
community where we eat in local restaurants and shop in local stores. But based on




a quick scan of currently available office space, it looks unlikely we will be able to find new space in
Arlington that meets our needs and is within our budget. The economic impact of leaving Arlington
will affect many Arlington businesses, not just ours. Part of our work includes hosting workshops and
meetings, and we annually bring 50 to perhaps a 100 individuals to Arlington to participate in these
events. This year we even had individuals from the Netherlands visiting us. These folks stay in
Arlington hotels, eat in Arlington restaurants, shop in Arlington stores, and they use Arlington cabs.
We use local caterers to service many of our meetings. Does the County not care about the economic
benefit we create in the Courthouse community? Have you done an economic impact assessment of
evicting the businesses from the Thomas Building?

In closing I'll again say how shocked I am that Arlington County is contemplating displacing small
businesses in the middle of a recession and with the national economy at an all time low.
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Angela Brackett “E/ P

From: gwen blakeman <bobgwenblakeman@yahoo.com> L
Sent: Friday, December 08, 2011 2:58 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Fw:. 2020 N 14th Street

—--- Forwarded Message —--

From: gwen blakeman <bobgwenblakeman@yahoo.com:>

To: "CountyBoard@arlingtonva.ous" <CountyBoard@arlingtonva.ous>
Cc: "ksibert@a-span.org" <ksibert@a-span.org>

Sent: Friday, December 9, 2011 2:55 PM

Subject: 2020 N 14th Street

To: Arlington County Board

From: Gwendolyn Blakeman
1600 N Oak St., Arlington

I am in favor of the county purchasing the property at 2020 N 14th Street to be used, in part, as a year round
homeless shelter and drop in center.

I have been a long-time supporter of A-SPAN and its services for the homeless, and I recently became a
volunteer.

There are more than 200 identified homeless in Arlington. With a limited number of shelter beds, there is no
indoor place for the majority of them to go at night. This is especially worrisome in the winter. Over the years
I have been concerned about the homeless I see in Arlington where I have lived for 45 years. Now, as an
ASPAN volunteer, I have met many of them and have had personal exposure to their predicament. My hope is
that Arlington County can find them housing or, if not, at least a bed for the night.

I strongly urge you to approve purchase of this facility.

Ay cz%zé@k 378.3b|

< e
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Angela Brackett ‘m

From: Arianna Gleckel <AGleckel@beankinney.com>
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 3:53 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Support for Year-Round Shelter

Dear Arlington County Board Members,

I am a member of the Taskforce to Implement Arlington’s 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness. I support a year-round
services center and the proposed location because additional space is needed and the proximity to the police and sheriff’s
departments resolves any concerns about possible disruptions in the neighborhood.

Additionally, since the center will be open 24 hours a day, there will not be people waiting outside in line or loitering out
front. There will always be access which eliminates many concerns about the placement of this center.

Thank you,
Arianna

Arianna S. Gleckel, Esq.

Bean, Kinney & Korman, P.C.

2300 Wilson Boulevard

Seventh Floor

Arlington, VA 22201

(703) 525-4000 Phone

(703) 525-2207 Fax
agleckel@beankinney.com

Come visit our Employment Law Blog
http://www.virginiaemploymentlawjournal.com

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS MESSAGE 1S ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED ONLY FOR THE
USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE, IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED
THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE ERASE ALL COPIES OF THE MESSAGE AND ITS ATTACHMENTS AND IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY BEAN,
KINNEY & KORMAN, P.C., BY TELEPHONE. THANK YQU.
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Angeia Brackett

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

anonymous@arlingtonva.us

Saturday, December 10, 2011 8:53 AM

CountyBoard

Public Website CONTACT US - GENERAL COMMENT

Public Website CONTACT US - GENERAL COMMENT

The following information had been submitted on the public website:
Message Type : GENERAL COMMENT

Subject : County Board

Message : | urge you to support the year-round facility for the homeless. I'm a volunteer at the homeless kitchen at

Central Methodist Church and witness on a regular how desperately these men and women need a place to stay that is
safe and climate-controlled. It's hard to watch someone who has no shelter when the temperature plunges or during a
3-day downpour. Some of the people who come for the food at Central are veterans who are now living on the streets.

L1

One of our regulars was shot three times while serving in Afghanistan and seriously wounded and as a result has serious
health and addiction issues. The county found him regular housing but there are many other tragic stories. Another had

had serious back surgery the previous week; it had become infected and he had no place to sleep but a park bench. We
are a wealthy enough county who can afford to help people less fortunate than ourselves. Pls support the year-round

shelter.

The following contact information was submitted:
Email Address : anonymous@arlingtonva.us

Telephone

First Name :Jo Ann
Last Name :Tooley
Home Address :

City : Arlington
State tVA

Zip Code

Thank you

Wt Mach 37 Bl

345




Hope Halleck

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hossack, William Civ USAF USAFE HQ USAFE/AGXM <William.Hossack@ramstein.af.mil>
Tuesday, December 13, 2011 5:28 AM

CountyBoard

Homeless Shelter

| own property at 1301 N. Courthouse Road in Arlington VA 22201 and was
recently informed of the County Manager’s plan to purchase an office building
above Ragtime for the purpose of establishing a homeless shelter. This office
building is located behind the building (condo complex) | currently dwell in. | do
not support this plan and ask that you please reconsider a more suitable location
to establish a homeless shelter. Although the area is deemed a residential area it
is not an ideal place to house the homeless. The planned area is more of a
business district which is not conducive to those who are trying to get on their
feet. The area lacks shops, markets, discount stores and outlets for those who are
on limited budgets and or below the poverty line. And, as you know, this is an
expensive area to live and purchase basic necessities at reasonable prices. The
area also lacks recreational areas for those less fortunate with children and it is a
very high traffic area which raises numerous safety concerns. These are just a few
reasons to reconsider a more safe, less congested area to house the homeless.

#35




Hope Halleck

From: Judy Deane <judydeane@verizon.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 8:35 AM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Year Round Homeless Sheiter

Dear County Board Members

| am writing to urge you to vote in favor of the County staff proposal to open a year round homeless
shelter in Courthouse. | am a member of the 10 year plan to end homelessness, a CSB member and
also a long time volunteer with A-SPAN, so | have a lot of experience working with the homeless of
Arlington. Many are long time Arlington residents, who are suffering from a complex array of
problems which are exacerbated by not having a home. | support the staff proposal to open a year
round shelter in a County owned building in Courthouse, because it will make it possible for the
homeless to receive essential services at the same time that they are getting shelter. Their chances
of moving out of homelessness will be far greater if they are linked to services for mental health
problems, detox, medical problems etc, rather than being sent out in the cold and told to fend for
themselves.

So this proposal is the right thing for Arlington on humanitarian grounds, but it also makes financial
sense. If we don't provide shelter and services to people in need, they end up in the county hospital
or detention center. The outcome is much worse and everyone pays a higher price.

So please vote in favor of the shelter.

Sincerely, Judy Deane

#35




Hope Halleck

From: deacon@tecarl.org

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 8:32 AM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: YES to an Arlington year-round shelter

I'm unable to attend tonight's Board meeting, but please know that I, and the people of Trinity Episcopal Church support
the funding and opening of a year-round shelter.

While shelters are only one step toward solving homelessness, they can be a crucial first step in the creation of a better life
for our neighbors on the street.

Thank You -- the Rev. Deacon Mary Beth Emerson

"Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!"
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Hope Halleck

From: mnbryant@aol.com

Sent; Tuesday, December 13, 2011 8:17 AM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: WEBSITE COMMENT: Thomas Building acquisition -- ATTN: countyboard

The following comment has been submitted from the Arlington County Website:
Name : Mary Nell Bryant

Submitter's E-Mail Address : mnbryant@aol.com

Subject : WEBSITE COMMENT: Thomas Building acquisition -- ATTN: countyboard

Comments : My husband and |, residents of Lyon Village, strongly support you in the acquisition of
the Thomas Building.

Thank you.
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Angeia Brackett ._L, f 4w

i
From: Ellen Barilett <ellenbartiett@verizon.net> H
Sent: Sunday, December 11, 2011 10:33 PM
To: CountyBoard
Subject: Approve Land Purchase for Emergency Shelter

Dear Members of the County Board,

I didn't speak individually to all of you tonight at the AHS Ellen Bozman Reception, nor did I speak to any of
you about the Shelter issue, but I did sign the petition being circulated re the plan for the year-round shelter, the
"Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Services Center," and this email is to put my support for it in writing.

As a veteran of speaking before the County Board on housing issues, I would like to do so Tuesday night in
support of the shelter proposal, but I have an important conflicting meeting that prevents my being there. No
doubt those opposed to the shelter will be out in force . . . but I know there is broad support for it, as well, from
many in the community, and I trust that you will hear their voices, as well.

[ know also that you know the many points in favor of this long-proposed center; for years I've been on groups
to talk about it, and we've all heard the arguments for having such a center. Despite its neighbors' fears, the
proposed location has much to recommend it: close proximity to the police and sheriff's departments, near the
Emergency Winter Shelter which has been there for years, easy connection to transit and to services, etc. Asa
resident of the Lyon Park Community, home to two shelters, I know that their proximity does not lower
property values -- but perhaps the neighbors in the vicinity of the proposed shelter are new to all of the reasons
to have such a building and are cognizant only of their fears and not the reality of experience. Perhaps there
should be -- or have been -- more effort to reach out to them? It seems with any proposal to provide permanent
or temporary housing to folks who are perceived as different from their neighbors, there will be such fears that
need to be allayed. And sometimes it is impossible to do so . . . s0 one goes ahead in faith that in time they will
accept what others in the county believe to be a good plan.

Turge you not to let the nay-sayers rule but to work with them to gain support for a project that will be of vast
benefit to many in our community who need the services and for whom this project needs to go forward. [ urge
your approval of this project.

Thank you,
Ellen Bartlett
908 N. Daniel St.
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Hope Halleck

From: Chris Kan <chriskan3@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 11:23 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Proposed Purchase of 2020 14th Street North
Attachments: Letter from Vista on Courthouse Community.pdf

Dear Arlington County Board,

Please find attached a letter from concerned residents of the Vista on Courthouse community, recommending
that you do not approve this proposed plan.

Best regards,
Chris Kan

Chris Kan
chriskan3email.com
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Hope Halleck

From: Hannah Hauptman <hannahmhauptman@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 7:48 AM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Year Round Homeless Shelter

Dear County Board Members,

I am unable to attend tonight's meeting, but would like to voice my support for a year-round shelter in
Arlimgton. It would be an excellent way to better service the Arlington community and meet an important need.
[ 'am a member of the H-B Woodlawn Action Team, and have volunteered with ASPAN. They are an excellent
organization. [ hope you approve the purchase of the building at 2020 N. 14th Street, and that you support the
use of the first two floors of the building as a Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Services Shelter.

Sincerely,
Hannah Hauptman
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Hope Halleck

From: Jim Burke <burkeje@verizon.net>

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 7:38 AM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Proposed purchase for Year Round Shelter

Dear County Board Members,

| am Jim Burke and am representing the Board of the Arlington Interfaith Council (AIC). Unfortunately, 1 will not be able to testify at
tonight's hearing, but wanted to offer some observations regarding the proposed shelter.

Given the availability of affordable housing in Arlington, the AIC applauds efforts to provide shelter and comfort for those who are
unable to find safe, comfortable homes. Permanent housing is the optimum solution, but increasing rental rates and housing prices
continue to push that option out of the reach of many. A homeless shelter, nonetheless, offers a more preferable alternative than living
on the streets. The AIC supporis the new shelter.

We have seen the arguments against the shelter and find that they are based on incomplete information. Indeed, the presence of
shelters in residential neighborhoods in Arlington have not resulted in increases in crime or decreases in property value. At the same
fime, the placement of the shelters was the result of dialogue with neighbors and hard work on alf sides o understand the implicaticns
and benefits of a shelter. We encourage the County Manager to continue discussions with neighbors to address their concermns. A delay
in providing the shelter could well be offset by the advantages of more rigorous, local community support and could continue the
collaborative model for which Arlington is so well known.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our perspectives.

Sincerely,

Jim

James E. Burke

President

Arlinton Interfaith Council
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Hope Halleck

From: Alberta Mayberry <agim58@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 12:26 AM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Fw: Re: One of my Bishopscourt Neighbors died Last Week

To the Arlington County Board

[ write in support of the creation of a Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Service Center. The two rather
long emails attached below express my support for individual, non-profit organizations, churches, and our
government entities to provide for our neighbors who for myriad reasons and circumstances find themselves in
a homeless state. | promised to volunteer at A-SPAN upon my return from my overseas assignment. | finally
kept that promise last Friday night when I cooked for and served dinner at the Emergency Winter Shelter in
Arlington. So many of my neighbors looked like me: business persons, educated/intellectual individuals,
weight and health challenged persons, mothers, sisters, daughters, even a Texan or two -- there but by His grace
go !

T'applaud the people of Arlington who work with A-SPAN and other such organizations to help the homeless
and to help end homelessness. I further applaud government officials with the moral conscience and humanity
to know that governments must serve even the least among us.

Alberta Mayberry
114 Birch Street
Falls Church, VA 22046

————— Forwarded Message -

From: Alberta Mayberry <agim58@yahoo.com>

Sent: Sunday, January 23, 2011 3:12 PM

Subject: Fw: Re: One of my Bishopscourt Neighbors died Last Week

John Vonciel, Vonciel, John.

From Vonciel:

A statement and a question.

Statement: "Toto, we are not in Langston anymore.”

Question: having seen what you've seen, regarding your neighbor, what will you now do differently?

And I wonder if Langston is like that anymore!!

As Per My friend John:

This has the makings for a great homily. The only thing missing now is to add a call to community;, Jfor us
each to look for ways 1o include rather than exclude; and to find or build that community wherever we find
ourselves. In other words, to let us become instruments of community blooming wherever we're planted.

Thanks to both of you "of the cloth friends" for focusing my thoughts!!
My first intention is to place a cross and some flowers on the field across the street in his honor. It is a

symbolic gesture that will also serve to call my other neighbors attention to the spot when I give them a revised
copy of the note below. 1plan to share it with my staff at the Consulate and with permission from Public
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Affairs, to publish in in the Community newspaper.

My one real gesture here in Cape Town is to stop on the highway where I see what looks like a colony of
homeless people living behind some tall weeds. I pass them each morning. When I first noticed them on a
weekend, I naively thought that they were camping out or picnicking. We see what we want to see. | thought at
first that I would just take them something to eat or drink or blankets or money. But I decided to stop, meet
them and ask if there is anything I can do for them. This can only be a one time effort but I will do what I can
for them.

My other effort will be to redouble my giving to and when I get home begin my participation with the A-SPAN
(Arlington Street People's Association --and Network??) Program. One day I saw some young ladies giving out
sandwiches and soup and sack lunches in front of our office building in Rosslyn. They did it with such loving
care and treated the homeless neighbors with such dignity and respect. That has been my local charity of choice
for the past four or more years. But it has always been send checks, give clothing and support their food drives
-- you know [ love to go grocery shopping. Istill did not reach out a hand to my neighbors like the A-SPAN
staff do on a daily basis. So this experience has convicted me to start with me, join the efforts of others, inform
to the extent that I can, and to give the gift of human touch and dignity.

Homily, T think not. A promise to keep, for sure!

Love you both,
Alberta ---

Date: Saturday, January 22, 2011, 3:16 PM

Sent: Sat, Jan 22, 2011 1:35 pm Subject: One of my Bishopscourt Neighbors died Last Week

As I stood on the balcony of my bedroom this morning looking out at the
beautiful view, I realized that after two plus years here I still have not met
my all of my neighbors. When I first arrived and hosted a breakfast for the
November 2008 US Presidential elections (Barack Obama won!)I invited all of ny
neighkors to my new home. Only one came to the breakfast and another responded
with a thank you note/regret. Immediately behind my house is the Ambassador’s
residence used when he is in Cape Town. ©Of course I know him! Down the street,
three houses away is the Cape Town home of former President and SA icon Nelson
Mandela. Seems that he is in town this week and may have been here for several
weeks. I still have not “stopped by to borrow that proverbial cup of sugar.”

I wish this rich, powerful and beautiful neighborhood were more open and
friendly, say like Langston, Oklahoma. We know everyone in Langston by name and
reputation. When the Diplomatic Security agent came to Langston to investigate
my background before I joined the Foreign Service, within 20 minutes of his
arrival in town, I received 4 or more phone calls reporting that, “there’s a
strange white man asking qguestions about you.” In Langston, we know who is
doing what, if there are successes or difficulties going on in our

neighborhood. We visit and check on each other. 2And on those cccasions when
someone is having a difficult time financially, physically, mentally or
emotionally, we “circle the wagons”; we take care of them.

Bishopscourt is beautiful and green and rich and the pinnacle of prosperity in
Cape Town. While this was once a ‘colored’ community, as with other areas, the
‘laws of the land’ stripped away the ownership of coloreds in favor of white
homeowners and land buyers. The stately homes, mansions and estates all attest
to wealth and position. The fact that a poor, first generation
college-educated, African American girl from Fifth Ward Texas, aka the hood,
ends up living in this rich and powerful neighborhood is as amazing as the fact
that a Biack South African shepherd boy from the Eastern Cape {turned SA
President) also lives down the street. My how things have changed!

2
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And yet, the more things change, the more bad things remain the same. I never
met my neighbor who lived across the street from me. I did not know he lived
there. As we drove in on Monday evening, I was s¢ totally engrossed with
reading the afterncon newspaper or work papers that I did not know that he died
there. The next day, the Ambassador’s Driver Michael who is now assigned to me
when the Ambassador is not in Cape Town told me that wmy neighbor had died. He
explained that the several police vehicles that had been in the field across the
street when we arrived home were there because my neighbor had died. I never
saw the police, and I did not know that a neighbor lived and died there.

His sister, a live in domestic in the neighborhood, came tc¢ look for him after not
having heard from him in several

days. She must have been devastated when she entered the municipality's utilicy
shed/cottage/workshop and found her deceased brother. Her homeless brother had
sought shelter in a shed that was conveniently not boarded up or locked. I

don’t know how long he “resided” there, when he died, why he died, or his name.

I just grieve the fact that a faceless, nameless, homeless neighbor in the
grandiose Bishopscourt neighborhood died.

We are so self-absorbed in the beauty surrounding us that we fail to see the
disaster, the

devastation, the distress of society right here in our neighborhood. The tragic
death of my neighbor is only a symptom of the tragic human condition that is so
pervasive here in Cape Town, in South Africa, and yes in the USA as well. We
are far too disconnected and desensitized to the have-nots. Too often, we take
shelter, food, and health for granted. We assume that those who do not have
life’s basics have brought these dire conditions upon themselves. But I cannot
gay that about my homeless neighbor and I cannot ask him what circumstances led
to his demise because he is gone. He has left Bishopscourt.

I lost a neighbor last week. I grieve hig passing.
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Hope Halleck

From: msmrt956@aonl.com

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 11:00 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: WEBSITE COMMENT: Proposal for 2020 14th Street -- ATTN: countyboard

The following comment has been submitted from the Arlington County Website:
Name : Maria Martino

Submitter's E-Mail Address : msmnt956@aol.com

Subject : WEBSITE COMMENT: Proposal for 2020 14th Street -- ATTN: countyboard
Comments :

| am writing regarding the proposal to establish a homeless shelter at 2020 14th Street in Arlington. |
suggest that the county table this proposal until an impact assessment can be prepared and made
public.

| admit that | am writing to you with some hesitation. | generally support the County's efforts to
provide housing and services to the homeless. Unfortunately, | have come to the conclusion that the
integrity of the process has been compromised such that the proposal should not move forward at
this time.

What | know about this proposal comes almost entirely from my neighbors. My discomfort centers
around my inability to make an informed decision about whether to support or reject it because | lack
basic facts about the nature of the structure, how it will operationally function, and its impact on the
neighborhood. | also think it is unfortunate that the inadequate public notice and the lack of a
transparent process has created a perception in the community that the county is indifferent to the
opinions of its residents.

| am also concerned about the fate of the businesses currently housed in the building that will be
impacted by this proposal. These are businesses that pay taxes and contribute to the community. It
is disturbing that they only had three weeks notice for a proposal that has very real consequences in
terms of jobs and revenue for the county.

Thank you for considering my comments. | hope that a solution beneficial to all parties can be
reached.

Maria Martino
1301 N. Courthouse Road

#1403
Arlington VA 22201

Thank you.
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Hope Halleck

From: DIANNE L CARROLL <diacarrofl@comecast.net>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 10:50 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: year round shelter

Dear County Board members,

We are writing this in support of the Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Service Center. We have
lived in Arlington for over 40 years and are proud of our community for taking responsibility for ALL of
its residents including those who have found it necessary to live on the street or in a car. Over 20
years ago we participated in the "roving" winter shelter in Arlington and were thrilled and grateful
when the county made it possible for those who needed a warm place by opening a county building.
We have been waiting a very long time for a permanent safe place with comprehensive services for
Arlington’s homeless! They have been in that same location in the winter for 20 years and nary a
problem.

We are confident that you will make the right decision for our citizens that have less than most of us.
Thank you for taking the time to read this..

Dianne and Eric Carroll
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Hope Halleck

From:
Sent:
To:

Cec:
Subject:

Donnabudway@aol.com

Monday, December 12, 2011 10:40 PM
CountyBoard

jsacharko@a-span.org

Year Round Shelter for Arlington County

We are sorry to have to miss tomorrow night's meeting but wanted to give our family's support
for a year round shelter in Arlington County. We have volunteered for ASPAN for the last 15 years
and have witnessed repeated evidence of the need to improve our services. Please support the
purchase of the office building at 2020 N. 14th Street for public use and using two floors of the
building to house a Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Services Shelter.

Thank you for your attention to this important work.

Sincerely,

Robert, Donna, David, Annie and Emma Budway
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Hope Halleck

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel A. Wilhelm <rawein_17 @yahoo.com>
Monday, December 12, 2011 9:37 PM
CountyBoard

Homeiess Shelter

I write in support of the year round shelter.

We have an obligation to care for the homeless who are in our own backyard. There are many things that make
life in Arlington terrific for all of use that I believe are optional-- this is an essential. The placement makes
sense near public safety and human services. It is in a neighborhood that has experience with such a shelter. It
costs less than a night in jail or in the emergency and that makes it a better use of my tax dollars.

Some may oppose it no matter what-- there are some though to would or should feel better about it
knowing that it will be open 24 hours a day and that Arlington requires that those who stay in the shelter are

residents.

Create the shelter, Keep getting the truth out about how it work. Have strong ties to the neighbors. Tell us how

we can help.

Thanks

Rachel Wilhelm
129 N. Qakland St
Arlington, VA
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Hope Halleck

From: Matthew Valestin <locovas@yahoo.com>
Sent; Monday, December 12, 2011 10:46 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Homeless shelter

We are residents at the Palatine and strongly oppose a homeless shelter being located in the
immediate vicinity of our home. My wife currently works near a homeless shelter and is panhandled
every day on her way to and from work. We do not want this experience at our doorstep as well. We
chose fo live here because of the location - safe, clean and quiet. Based on our experience, these
characteristics are sure to deteriorate. Please consider an alternative location not in the heart of a
residential area.

Sincerely,
Matthew and Laura Valestin
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Hope Halleck

From: bekeish@juno.com

Sent: Monday, Decemnber 12, 2011 8:52 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Year round shelter

['am writing to support the proposal for a year round shelter in the building the County is considering
purchasing near the Court House. The proposal for a year round shelter has been supported by many for a
number of years and I hope this time it will happen. This will mean that the homeless will have somewhere to
go where they can obtain the services they need 365 days of the year and should help the County meet the goal
of ending homelessnes

Hopefully,

Barbara Keish
2119 N. Huntington Stg
Arlington 22205,

53 Year Old Mom Looks 33
The Stunning Results of Her Wrinkle Trick Has Botox Doctors Worried
consumerproducts.com
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Hope Halleck

From: Claudia Vandermade <claudiev@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 8:48 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Homeless shelter

To whom it may concern,

There are many reasons that my husband and | decided to retire to Arlington three years ago -- we
certainly had a choice of communities. But Arlington embodied the progressive thinking and social
awareness that others seemed to lack. We embraced the diversity of the community...and that
diversity extends to those who live on our streets,

Please count us as being in favor of a year-round homeless facility in Arlington...our backyard is fine.

Thanks,
Claudia Vandermade

Sent from my iPad
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Hope Halleck

From: Edwards, Karen <karen.edwards@apsva.us>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 8:09 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Homeless Service Cenier

County Board,

I am writing in support of the creation of a Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Service Center on N14th Street. | think
that providing the homeless with basic shelter is a basic responsibility. Thank you for considering this measure.

Karen Edwards

Arlington resident, 22204
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Hope Halleck

From: Mary Rouleau <maryrahs@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 7:45 PM

To: CountyBoard

Cc: Hope Halleck

Subject: Support for the County Manager Recommendation on ltem #35

Dear Mr, Chairman and Members of the County Board:

Please be advised that tonight the Alliance Board of Directors adopted a resolution in FAVOR of the County Manager's
recommendation on Regular Item #35, [offer to purchase the land and improvements at 2020 14th Street

North], scheduled for action tomorrow. Schedules permitting, we will also present that support in person tomorrow
evening.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Mary

Mary Rouleau

Executive Director

The Alliance for Housing Solutions

P.O. Box 7009

Arlington, VA 22207

703-859-0452

www.allianceforhousingsolutions.org

www facebook.com @ Alliance for Housing Solutions
www. twitter.com @ AHStaff
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Angela Brackett Ry

] )
From: chix@att.net
Sent: Sunday, December 11, 2011 5:04 PM
To: Barbara Favola
Subject: WEBSITE COMMENT: Year Round Homeless Shelter -- ATTN: bfavola

The following comment has been submitted from the Arlington County Website:
Name : Cathy Hix

Submitter's E-Mail Address : chix@att.net

Subject : WEBSITE COMIMENT: Year Round Homeless Shelter -—- ATTN: bfavola

Comments : Dear Ms. Favola,

iam a proud native of Arlington and have been working in the school system for the past 32 years. |actually taught
your son in seventh grade social studies when he went to Swanson Middle School. | have also been a member of Central
United Methodist Church for my entire life. At the church, | am serving as a member of the Board of Trustee and the
chairman of the Finance Committee. | was in those positions when our church partnered with A-SPAN to provide a
weekly food program for the homeless in Arlington County.

I understand that the board is currently making a determination of the opening of a year round wrap around shelter to
assist the homeless in Arlington County. | would be there in person to show my support for the shelter except | am a
professor at GMU and my students’ final exam is Tuesday night. Therefore | am sending my comments via email.

You have been entrusted with making the decision that is best for Arlington County. We faced a similar challenge when
our church undertook the ministry. Concern was expressed over the financial obligation and the potential safety issues
inherent in the program. After evaluating these issues, with the exception of one person, we unaninimously decided
that it was the right thing to do and therefore we would move forward. We have never looked back at that decision and
honestly the work that we do with the homeless at our church has been a blessing to us.

I have the fortune of working at that ministry each Friday morning before work. During my time there | have gotten to
know many of the homeless in the county. T hey all have a story and many of them struggle to survive. One whose story
resonates with me is Willie. | met Willie, older gentlemen last winter when he would arrive early at our church to help
peel potatoes for the morning breakfast. | learned that he suffered from diabetes and that his wife was ill and struggled
with the extreme weather. As spring approached, Willie was very apprehensive about his chances of finding a room
after the shelter closed. While he received some monthly income, it was not enough to pay for shelter and living
expenses. In addition to help from ASPAN, | started researching on the internet to see if there were options. While |
could find some places for women, there were very few rooms available to men in the metropolitan area. No surprise
that the largest number of people we see in our weekly program are men,

| appreciate the fact that Arlington does have programs for the homeless. However, to have the shelter closed for half
the year does not make sense. There were many cold nights after the shelter closed and the cold fall rains (including a
hurricane) were very difficult on these people of the street. When we don’t see people at our weekly breakfast, | often
wonder if they are ill somewhere due to exposure. With the weather conditions during the time the shelter was closed
this year, we could have lost many.

| urge you to take this opportunity to establish a shelter program in Arlington that is open and available all year around.
The counties around us have taken that step and it is time for Arlington to do so also. We have been blessed to see
some of our homeless get off the street. Having a guaranteed place to sleep and support services readily available might
result in more of these destitute men and women leaving the streets.
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I think that everyone who is opposed could spend a few Friday mornings at our church feeding the homeless and they
might better understand the need to act now. Our homeless of Arlington deserve our compassion and support. If they
had other options, they would choose them. They are counting on the citizens of Arlington to be there for them. Please
open the shelter year round! Provide the homeless with the support they need to seek out a life off the streets.
Respectfully yours,
Cathy Bonneville Hix

Thank you.
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Angela Brackett

From: Lyndsay Nelson <zbabe13@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 11, 2011 2:50 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: New Homeless Shelter

I am an Arlington resident and have been since 2004. While I do not own real estate in Arlington, I certainly
pay sales tax and personal property (car) tax in the county. I am extremely disappointed with the county's
proposal to purchase the building at 2020 14th St. for $25.5mm. I do not believe it is an appropriate use of
county funds to use such a significant amount of money to build a homeless shelter. I believe that not enough
research has been done by the board to investigate alternative locations that might be a better vatue and use of
resources. | urge you to reconsider this location at the vote on Tuesday, 12/13. Thank you.

Lyndsay Nelson
1600 S. Eads St.
#1024N

Arlington, VA 22202
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Hope Halleck

From: Margaux Cote <margaux.cote@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 10:16 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: NO

I 'vote NO on the purchase of the Thomas building. Please help keep our area safe

#35




Angela Brackett

v
From: David Stanley <david_stanley2@verizon.net>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 12:37 PM
To: CountyBoard
Subject: Support for year-round homeless service center

Dear County Board members,

This is to confirm my strong support for the creation of a year-round comprehensive homeless service center near the
current winter shelter in Arlington's Court house area.

I strongly urge all county board members to represent my conviction that we must move forward with the acquisition of
the proposed location for the year-round homeless center and to work toward educational, employment and housing
programs that will address the needs of Arlingten Counties homeless citizens.

David Staniey

2245 N. Vermont Street
Arlington, VA 22207
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Angela Brackeft ‘ é . e )

f
From: John Andelin <jandelin@aaahawk.com> by
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 12:30 PM
To: CountyBoard
Subject; Service center for the homeless

To Arlington County Board Members --

I'wish to add my full support to the County Manager's proposal to create a year-around center to help the homeless. The recent
success of A-SPAN's nursing assistance at its Winter Shelter shows the benefits of providing more than occasional shelter to the
homeless -- catch health issues early and they're more readily treated, preventing many from becoming more serious. The Free Clinic
and our local hospitals already have enough to do to keep them busy.

Could a Center also point the homeless who come there to financial and employment counseling? Information on hygiene and
nutrition? Help some reconnect with families? I hope so. Please do what you can to make this happen.

Thanks.

John Andelin
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Angela Brackett c]j%/\ : )

[
From: Amber (Moore) Taylor <sambermooreva@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 12:28 PM
To: CountyBoard
Subject: Support for the new homeless center

I am writing in support of the creation of the Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Service Center.
For those concerned with safety, I can't imagine a better location that next to the Courthouse/police station.
1 am proud of my county for coming up with this solution to help the homeless in our community,

- Amber Taylor
3515 7th St. N
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Hope Halleck

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear County board:

We have lived in Arlington since 1979. We are strongly in favor of our new year round homeless shelter.

Thielmanns <thielmann@erois.com>
Monday, December 12, 2011 7:29 PM
CountyBoard

Homeless shelter

Let's continue to make Arlington a place to be proud of.

Pam and Greg Thielmann
2220 S. Dinwiddie St.
Arlington VA 22206
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Hope Halleck

From: Amy Dryer <dryer_amy@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 7:26 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Year-round homeless shelter

Tomorrow the County Board will consider a proposal to create a year round homeless shelter that will replace one that is
a few blocks away which is open only in the winter months.

I write in support of the year round shelter.

We have an obligation to care for the homeless whao are in our own backyard. There are many things that make life in
Arlington terrific for all of use that | believe are optional-- this is an essential. The placement makes sense near public
safety and human services. It is in a neighborhood that has experience with such a shelter. It costs less than a night in jail
or in the emergency and that makes it a better use of my tax dollars.

Some may oppose it no matter what- there are some though to would or should feel better about it knowing that it will be
open 24 hours a day and that Arlington requires that those who stay in the shelter are residents.

Create the shelter, Keep getting the truth out about how it work. Have strong ties to the neighbors. Tell us how we can
help.

Thanks. Amy Dryer

137 N. Oakland St.
Arlington, VA 22203

#35




Hope Halleck

From: Jean Christensen <jchristensen529@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 6:49 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Support the Homeless Shelter

Dear County Board Members:

I understand that at your meeting Tuesday you are considering the county manager's proposal to buy
a building near the county offices and to use two floors of it for services for the homeless.

As one of the volunteers who feed the homeless at two Arlington parks under the auspices of A-
SPAN, | can testify that Arlington has many homeless people who need all the help the county can
give them. Providing shelter for them only in the winter is not sufficient. | strongly support the county
manager's proposal. To the neighbors of the building you are considering buying, | would say that the
pecple we have met are pleasant, grateful for the help, and generally nice people. | don't think they
would harm the neighborhood at all. The rest of us should be grateful that we are not suffering their

plight.

| vote in every election in Arlington and believe 1 have voted for all of you. | hope you will vote for the
homeless.

Thank you,

Jean Christensen
2500 N. Quebec St.
Arlington, VA 22207

#35




Hope Halleck

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

McStanton <medstanton@yahoo.com=
Monday, December 12, 2011 6:34 PM
CountyBoard

Year Round Shelter

Dear Arlington County Board,
Please, | am asking you to support the Year Round Shelter. As a volunteer at the Arlin gton Free Clinic and
ASPAN, I see the need in our county.

Arlington has always stood out as a compassionate and socially aware county.

Please support this endeavor !

Lorrie Stanton
Garfield St
Arlington, VA

#35
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Angela Brackett

From: Sean Murray <murrays41@gmail.com=>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 10:17 AM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: 2020 14th street

To whom it may concern,

I wanted to reach out regarding the potential homeless shelter on 2020 14" street in the Courthouse
neighborhood. My heart goes out to those down on their luck and will tutn to a shelter. Arlington County is doing
a very good thing by establishing 2 latget program and facility for these individuals.

I currently live at 1301 N Troy street. I will absolutely leave the area should this shelter go forward and am
speaking on behalf of several residents, which feel the same way. I pay a premium to live in the Courthouse area
and will not pay these fees given the new security risks/threats and associated disadvantages. As a father, I would
not feel safe with the kids playing outside. T’m not familiar with alternatives or solutions but urge the Board to
rethink the negative long term effects on this growing area.

Kind regards,
Sean Murray

#35
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From: oharamk@comcast.net

Sent: Saturday, December 10, 2011 11:17 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Arlington Shelter

Board Members,

I am writing to discourage the conversion of the Building at 2020 14th to a homeless shelter. From
my perspective this change would dramatically degrade the neighborhood | have lived in since
2007. While | do not own, | do have a lease and therefore an investment based on the state of the
neighborhood at the onset of my lease. Such a change, as proposed, would not be consistent with
the conditions present at the time of my lease commitment. | also have concerns around safety. |
base this on some of the things | have observed in the area around the Court House Metro

station. On another level this proposed change would negatively impact the ambience and nature of
this area. PLEASE DO NOT APPROVE THIS CONVERSION OF PROPERTY.

Michaei K. O'Hara

diesrg Moo B2 25
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From: Stephen William Cooper Holbrook <stephenholbrock@comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 10, 2011 4:07 PM
To: Thomas Building; CountyBoard; gallomi@gmail.com
Subject: Stop it

December 10, 2011

Thing Arlington County must consider in opening a homeless shelter on Courthouse Road in Arlington,
Virginia.

Next year the federal government will cut spending by trillions of dollars. As a result there will be less money
to past down to the states, counties, cities and villages in the US. All these state government and local
government agencies must take steps now to cut spending so when they get their revenue numbers from the
federal government they will have already cut spending to meet revenues coming from the federal
government and us, the tax payers. State and local government agencies don’t have the ability to run
deficient spending from one year to the next like the federal government does.

If the state government agencies don’t cut their budgets now they are setting themselves up for massive
layoffs and budget cuts at the end of their fiscal or calendar year. Moreover, if our county board does not
take these necessary steps to balance our county budget now, they will be left with only one alternative and
that is to raise taxes on its citizens.

| don’t want the county board to claim ignorance on this issue during the next voting period. Nor do | want
them to claim it was someone else problem and they didn’t bring it to their attention. | am an Arlington
County citizen and | have brought it to your attention.

Arlington County board must stop spending, including the planned expenditure on this homeless shelter, and
cut real estate taxes by 75 % now.

I walked over to Wilson Blvd. For lunch today and | was approached three different times by aggressive people
bumming for money. One of them hit me up in front of the CVS store at Courthouse subway stop where
there is usually one bum there at all times. The other two hit me up walking down Wilson Blvd. in Arlington,
Virginia. They didn’t use a gun but the people you are inviting into our county will most likely use violence to
get what they want. Ask the people leaving Detroit, Michigan.

Now let’s see if | can understand your position. You, as members of the Arlington County Board, want to start
up probably one of the best homeless shelters in the US for homeless people next to my home. While at the
same time, across the US we have massive unemployment with the poor moving around to find a place that is
giving away the most stuff. From my experience they have found it in Arlington County. And Arlington County
Board wants to make it better and easier for these needy people to come and live off of us, Arlington County
tax payers. And they want to increase the number of homeless shelter people in our county. | getit. Do you.
Moreover, | don’t want it. Stop it now.

With Respect to the office,

Hi/eB 313368 s
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From: Stephen William Cooper Hotbrook <stephenholbrook@comcast.net>

Sent: Saturday, December 10, 2011 12:54 AM

To: CountyBoard; Thomas Building

Subject: Re: County Board Response Regarding Aquisition of 2020 N. 14th St. {Intranet Quorum
IMAD0262253)

In whose eyes and with who's vision? The Arlington County Board or Arlington's citizens and | can tell you it isn't us,
citizens. We, the citizens, have to live with and pay for your mistakes and your actions are getting out of control. If you
think that it is a good idea to establish this place, why don't you and your cronies pay for it out of your own pockets and
move it next to your house? You people are servants or servitors of the people and you are below the rank of

citizen. You and your jobs place you all in the bum category. Maybe you all feel this way and that is why you are doing
what you are doing. We, Arlington County citizens, will take control over our county if need be and we all could use the $
25 million dollars you want to pay for this unnecessary building with our tax money. Moreover, we could use the tax
receipts that would come from that building if left in private hands and left to pay real estate taxes to Arlington County so
that money could be returned to us for are own expenses. We already own the big parking lot off of Courthouse Road
and we apparently are going to continue to underutilize that property by not having a plan to more effectively use that
property. Are you people playing GOD? Well | can tell you that you are not qualified for that job. You are heartless and
taking people in need and making them totally dependent on the government for their survival rather then having them be
part of an economic system that will allow them to fail and fo succeed. Our restaurants and stores in Arlington County are
full of illegal immigrant employees. Please remove them from the US and allow these homeless people to do those jobs
and if they don't do those jobs then let them pay the price. This is not my will but God's will. Stick to what your good

at because you have screwed this issue up. Also the worst thing you are doing by moving forward with your approach is
you are not helping the homeless you are killing their chances to make it in life and stopping them from helping our
economy to compete in our global market place. We are having trouble competing globally because we are borrowing 40
cents on the dollar that we don't have and giving it away to people that our government will not allow to compete in our
market place and we are overpaying union employees especially 9 months a year teachers because they are giving
kickbacks to government officials so they can stay in power and take unneeded tax dollars from us, citizens and spend it
on unnecessary and unwanted items. Look we must let our people compete and pay taxes and as a result we all will be
pulling the apple cart together. Otherwise, there won't be any apples to pull.

With respect to the office,

STEPHEN WILLIAM COOPER HOLBROOK

-~ QOriginal Message —-

Erom: (imalladenty, . CT e e e
To: stephenholbrock@comcast.net
Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2011 3:31 PM

Subject: County Board Response Regarding Aquisition of 2020 N. 14th St. (Intranet Quorum IMA00262253)

December 8, 2011
Dear Mr. Holbrook:

On behalf of the County Board, thank you for your interest in the County's possible acquisition of the
property at 2020 14* Street North.

The County Manager has recommended that the County Board purchase the property — located across
N. 14th Street from the Courts/Police building -- to become part of the government complex in the Courthouse
area. The new space will set the stage for completing the vibrant, mixed-use complex at Courthouse Plaza that
has been envisioned since the 1980s. Development of the existing parking lot and Court Square West area
would include a mix of new high-density County office, ground-floor retail, public space and residential uses,
and the preservation of nearby residential neighborhoods. Acquisition of 2020 14* Street North will also
enable us to replace the inadequate Emergency Winter Shelter -- currently located one block away at 2049 15»
Street North -- with a comprehensive, year-round homeless services center.

#35
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From: Katie Bennett <bennett.katie@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2011 4:04 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: A Note of Concern w/re: to the Thomas Building Proposal

To Whom it May Concern,

I write today out of concern over the county’s pending plan to convert the Thomas Building into a homeless shelter. Asa
resident of the Woodbury Heights community, your proposed site is one that I pass through several times a day. My life, and
that of my neighbors, will certainly be negatively impacted by your reckless plan to convert that building into a homeless
shelter.

Unlike the current site which you are seeking to replace or relocate, which sits in a commercial area, this proposed site will sit
primarily in a residential area. It lies directly in a major pedestrian path where hundreds pass daily to use metro and access
other buses and commercial sites.

I have several concerns I wish to share with you. I am hopeful that you will use this input to reassess your proposal and find an
alternative site for this shelter.

o Safety: As a woman, | am personally quite uncomfortable with the prospect of having to pass through a community of
homeless people loitering on the streets and in the yard by my home. I currently avoid walking a path that would
take me by that group at its current site, as I am often verbally harassed by this group. I am absolutely positive that
this is not an experience unique to me. Now you are proposing that my path to work, the grocery store, my gym, etc,
will require me to pass through this group, and at all hours of the day and night. Of course I have concern for my
safety and general comfort level living in my own neighborhood. 1 would love to believe that nothing bad will
happen - but your own records and survey work clearly demonstrates that many of these people are substance
abusers and not of sound mental health. 1 think the numbers indicate an obvious risk here.

e Health: Further, unlike the current site, there is no park for the users of the homeless facility to use to wait. Our yard,
however, is mere feet away and is the only likely place where these people will congregate. If you have ever visited
the current park these people use, you no doubt know that it is filthy. Not only do I personally not want a group of
loiterers waiting outside my door, but also, we are dog owners. Where they will loiter is where we take our dog out.
She sniffs and chews, as she should, in our yard. I feel incredibly uncomfortable with her being exposed to dirty
substances which could harm her health.

= Property Value: Of course | am concerned about our property value. Have you done any analysis to determine what
impact this will have on the value of homes in the neighborhood? It’s completely unreasonable to expect Arlington
County taxpayers to accept a reduction in the value of their homes as a direct result of the actions of this
Council. We are clearly concerned — we are hard working residents who are investing in our futures and your
County as well. The economic security of most people is tightly linked to their homes. | cannot believe that you
would treat that so lightly, especially given the current state of the economy.

Each of these are real and substantive concerns to me. But what is potentially even more concerning is the complete lack of due
diligence the County has done in the case of this project. By the County’s own admission it has not considered alternative sites
or done any assessment of the economic impact this project will have on the residents or the value of the properties impacted by

He/cs ol 375 25, L35




the Council’s move. What a lack of respect this demonstrates for the residents of Arlington County. Many of the residents of
Woodbury Heights have been owners for years and years. They were instrumental in helping to revitalize this community and
the disrespect you have shown them and the disdain for their valid concerns is abominable. We patronize this community,
support its local businesses, and are a substantive part of the revitalization you wish for this piece of the County. Yet you call
into question our safety and our property value with seemingly no care for our concerns.

I certainly recognize and appreciate the need to support the homeless individuals of Arlington County. However, this is not the
right site for this project. 1 urge you to reconsider this project. It poses a threat to the safety and security of hundreds of
Artlington residents. My neighbors and I staunchly oppose this. We ask that you pay us the respect we deserve and invest more
time investigating this project and its impact on our community.

I lock forward to your response.
Katie Bennett

202.713.6978

bennett.katie@email.com

#35




Hope Halleck

From: wshontell@aol.com

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 3:46 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: No to a North Arlingten Homeless Shelter

Put it in South Arlington where it is needed, not in North Arlington, where it is not needed.
Bill Shontell

2324 N Richmond St
Arlington

#35




Hope Halleck

From: Rob Walters <robby.walters@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 10:13 AM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Opposition to Homeless Shelter

To Whom This May Concern:

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed location of the new homeless shelter. I believe that the
proposed location would negatively impact home values in the surrounding area and could decrease the quality
of life for nearby residents. In my view, locating a homeless shelter in a more central location would be more
helpful to the individuals that it serves and less intrusive for nearby residents.

Sincerely,
Rob Walters

#35
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From: Karen Sorenson <karen.sorenson@verizon.net>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 12:17 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: | support a year-round center for the homeless

| support a Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Service Center.
Karen Sorenson

3207 John Marshall Brive
Arlington 22207
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Angela Brackett

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ann Rudd <arudd100@gmail.com> o
Monday, December 12, 2011 12:01 PM

CountyBoard

A-SPAN

Am totaily in agreement with the county's purchase of the building at 2020 N. 14th Street for a year
round Homeless Services Center. As one who volunteered at the EWS over 20 years ago it is time for the
dream to be made a reality.

Ann Rudd

I've changed my email address again! This time for good... arudd100@gmail.com, please update your address
book!




Angela Brackett M@@ .
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From: Rachel Currie <redicarlo@gmail.com> ~
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 3:26 PM
To: CountyBoard
Subject: homiless shelter
To Whom It May Concern,

I write to express my disapproval for a plan to move the homeless shelter to Courthouse Road.

A homeless shelter does not belong in a quiet residential area. I walk my baby on Courthouse and avoid the
block where the homeless shelter is currently situated. That's because the homeless are often gathered outside
and their behavior is not polite or quiet or unassuming. I hear loud cursing and see public urination, spitting, and
pan handling. They make obscene remarks sometimes. If the homeless shelter is allowed to move to Courthouse
Road it will upset nearby residents and hurt nearby small businesses. Please find another location. This is an
inappropriate use of taxpayer funds.

Rachel Currie
Arlington, VA 22201
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear County Board,

Rebecca Ely <ely.rebecca@gmail.com=>
Maonday, December 12, 2011 12:53 PM
CountyBoard

Support for a Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Service Center

| am writing in support of a Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Service Center in Arlington, VA. Bringing the homeless
into a shelter is the first step into these individuals becoming independent, productive citizens.

Thank you,

Rebecca Ely

2434 South Walter Reed Drive

Arlington, VA 22206

dipdcs Mook 578%!
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From: Laurie Hayes <laurie.ellen.hayes@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 1:11 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: I'm in support of a year-round homeless service center
IQaccount: QNG

IQmailAttach: E-Mail Message 2011-12-12 01-11PM.htm!

IQmaillD: 2484954

IQpeoplelD: 7109667

IQwfAttach: E-Mail Message 2011-12-12 01-11PM.html
IQworkflowlD; 378361

To whom it may concern:

I have been a volunteer at the Arlington County Emergency Shelter and have been very impressed by
the services given and the love that is shown through these services. I would like to show my support
for a year-round homeless center located near the current location and think that 2020 N. 14th St.
could be an adequate location.

Regards,
Laurie Hayes




Angela Brackett

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

IQaccount:
IGmailAttach:
{QmaillD:
[QpeoplelD:
IQwfAttach:
IQworkflowiD:

Laramie, Joy A <Joy.Laramie@va.gov>
Monday, December 12, 2011 1:.44 PM
CountyBoard

Homeless Center

QNG

E-Mail Message 2011-12-12 01-56PM.html
2484957

7109668

E-Mail Message 2011-12-12 01-56PM.htm|
378361

Please vote in support of the creation of a Year-Round Comprehensive Horneless Service Center.

Thank You

Joy Laramie

4812 North 20" Place

Artington, Va 22207

Hins/ee 219260
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From: Desiree Jessimy <jessimyd@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 2:15 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Support for Year-round Comprehensive Homeless service center

I have been involved with the shelter for a number of years as a volunteer and providing food. | support the proposed
year-round comprehensive homeless service center

Desiree Jessimy

Personal Chef

The Palate Pleasers

(703) 314-5479
www.thepalatepleasers.biz

Al fep Ak SH
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From: pewhoEy@ aolcom

Sent Morday, December 12 2011 258 PM

To: CountyBoad

Subect HomekssSheler

Daccount QNG

DmaiAtach: E-MaiMessage 2011-124120255°M him 1
Dimaill: 2484653

Dipeop kRD: 7015479

Tw fAtach: E-MaiMessage 20111212 02-5°M him 1
Dworkfhw I JBH1

Arington County Board

Gentkepeopk

P kase move ahead w Ih the M anagers recom mended purchase and hen w ih a yearround homekss shelern hs
propenty.

For&rtoo bng Arlington has bgoged behind n ihs inporantaena.
Thank you ribe nep thatyoucangie.

Alloestw 8es....

JbeWnoky

s Mool Bl HE




Angela Brackett

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Craigmva@aol.com

Monday, December 12, 2011 2:52 PM
CountyBoard

Year Round Shelter

| strongly encourage the County of Arlington to find a suitable spot for a year-round homeless shelter.

Craig

Hfe Mook 37836
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Angela Brackett

From: George and Jean Meek <george@meekconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 2:21 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Shelter

We strongly support of the creation of a Year-Round Comprehensive Homeless Service Center.
Jean and George Meek

639 N. Abingdon St,

Arlington VA 22203

(703) 875-3021

See poems, books, and pictures at http://meekconsulting.com/poet




Angela Brackett

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jenna-Lyn Ryckebusch <jryckebusch@gmail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2011 1:37 PM
CountyBoard

| support the year round shelter

As a 7 year {and future) Arlington resident, | support the proposed Courthouse location for the year round shelter. { have
worked with A-SPAN professionally and volunteered with them and | know they will do an amazing job to assist the
homeless men and women affected. | am confident that they will address the safety concerns of the residents.

Sincerely,

Jenna Ryckebusch
2126 N. Thomas St.
Arlington, VA 22207

Hes Al 27324




Angela Brackett LE# .

From: mconnelly <m.connelly1@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 1:01 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Year Round Homeless Service Center

| want to express my support for this effort. It should be a priority in a county that is so affluent. This is a far more
deserving project than Artscape or artificial turf for playing fields.

Mary Creedon Connelly
4315 N 31st St
Arlington, Va 22207
703 527 6382

W8 laol . 2732, 1855




We, the undersigned Arlington County residents, support the County Manager’s

recommendation to purchase the building at 2020 N. 14™ ST for public use. We
want the County Board to vote “Yes” to this recommendation. We strongly
support the creation of a Year-round Comprehensive Homeless Services Center in
this building. The need for this Center has existed for 20 years and is supported

by the 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness,

the Housing Commission, the Faith

Community, Citizens, and Businesses in Arlington County. As concerned & caring

residents, we endorse this proposal.
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We, the undersigned Arlington County residents, support the County Manager’s
recommendation to purchase the building at 2020 N. 14" ST for public use. We
want the County Board to vote “Yes” to this recommendation. We strongly
support the creation of a Year-round Comprehensive Homeless Services Center in
this building. The need for this Center has existed for 20 years and is supported
by the 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness, the Housing Commission, the Faith
Community, Citizens, and Businesses in Arlington County. As concerned & caring

residents, we endorse this proposal.
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We, the undersigned Arlington County residents, support the County Manager’s
recommendation to purchase the building at 2020 N. 14" ST for public use. We
want the County Board to vote “Yes” to this recommendation. We strongly
support the creation of a Year-round Comprehensive Homeless Services Center in
this building. The need for this Center has existed for 20 years and is supported
by the 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness, the Housing Commission, the Faith
Community, Citizens, and Businesses in Arlington County. As concerned & caring

residents, we endorse this proposal.
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We, the undersigned Arlington County residents, support the County Manager’s
recommendation to purchase the building at 2020 N. 14™ ST for public use. We
want the County Board to vote “Yes” to this recommendation. We strongly
support the creation of a Year-round Comprehensive Homeless Services Center in
this building. The need for this Center has existed for 20 years and is supported
by the 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness, the Hbusing Commission, the Faith
Community, Citizens, and Businesses in Arlington County. As concerned & caring

residents, we endorse this proposal.
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We, the undersigned Arlington County residents, support the County Manager’s

recommendation to purchase the building at 2020 N. 14™ ST for public use. We
want the County Board to vote “Yes” to this recommendation. We strongly
support the creation of a Year-round Comprehensive Homeless Services Center in

this building. The need for this Center has existed for 20 years and is supported
by the 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness, the Housing Commission, the Faith

Community, Citizens, and Businesses in Arlington County. As concerned & caring

residents, we endorse this proposal.
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Hope Halleck

From: Anne McCulloch <anne@mccullochhome.org>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 6:16 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Please support the homeless shelter

Please vote to create a year-round homeless shelter in Arlington. We owe it to our neighbors and
ourselves to take care of the least fortunate among us.

Anne McCulloch

2534 Military Rd
Arlington
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Hope Halleck

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Whitney Minter <wecminter@gmail.com>
Monday, December 12, 2011 5:23 PM
CountyBoard

support for year-round homeless shelter

Dear Members of the Arlington County Board,

I am writing to voice my support for a year-round homeless shelter in Arlington. 1am an Arlington resident and
I volunteer for A-SPAN once a month through their bagged meal programs. There is unquestionably a need for
such a shelter. The individuals, mostly men, who come to receive food are always gracious and the thought of
them spending the night on the street in weather like this is heartbreaking. Fortunately, the winter shelter
provides assistance in the coldest of months, however, there are still harsh conditions during the other months of
the year and a year-round shelter would be more capable of meeting the needs of the Arlington homeless
population. As a criminal defense attorney, I can attest that the number of homeless who end up incarcerated,
when they really should be receiving services, is also heartbreaking.

As an Arlington resident and taxpayer, I wholeheartedly support a year-round shelter in Arlington.

Sincerely,
Whitney Minter
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Hope Halleck

From: Jeanie Cross <jeanieandgene@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 4:43 PM
To: CountyBoard

Cc: geross@aeol.com; Umcelder@aol.com
Subject: ASPAN

We strongly, avidly support the year-round shelter for Arlington's homeless. Every Friday morning my husband and | cook
and serve breakfast to 70 to 100 of the homeless at Central United Methodist Church in Baliston, so these homeless folks
have become like family. It hurts to see our folks standing in fine outside in the cold at 6:00 AM when we open, because
that tells us there wasn't room for them overnight at the Winter Sheiter. We need more shelter capacity and more humane
services for these people in Arlington. Many obviously have mental-health issues that keep them on the streets because
there aren't enough services for their needs. Many veterans are in the group we see, and it's a crying shame the county
isn't stepping up to fill the gap in veterans services for folks who have faithfully served their country. We applaud the
county's efforts to help ASPAN and AFAC to feed and house the homeless, but it's so obvious there needs to be not only
a year-round shelter, but additional apartments and services focused on these good folks. Please give more attention to
the needs of the homeless, and help us feel there are County Board people who are partners with us. Each year we
come to board meetings only to hear platitudes and promises about studying the problem. In the meantime, folks are
ireezing in the parks and shivering all night on city benches. Please make them a higher priority and help us get them off
the streets and into warm care.

Gene and Jeanie Cross

4141 N. Henderson Rd Apt 310
Arlington VA 22203
7038124733
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Hope Halleck

From: Geross <goross@aot.com>

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 4:42 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Homeless Shelter

| am very pleased that the County Board is taking action on a year round shelter for the homeless in our community. |
have been working with the homeless in this area for over 4 year through an out-reach program at our church {Central
United Methodist). Granted this population includes some that are problematic. But then so are some of the residents in
my condo building.

The proposed building purchase would seem to be an ideal solution. It will consolidate not only the need for shelter for
some of the homeless population, It will also co-locate some of the services that are needed.

| have learned that it takes considerable time to gain the trust of our homeless community. If we hope to deliver services
that will get these people off of the streets and move them to productive community members we need to put forth the
effort that will gain their trust. This process will not result in immediate responses but will be a step toward demonstrating
a willingness to address their problems.

The proposed location is close to the existing shelter so that many of the objections of jocal residents would seem to be a
smoke screen because the shelter is already there. The proposal expands the operation to year round while putting the
homeless in a better position to move off the streets toward more stable, self supporting living.

Respectiully,

J. E. Cross
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Hope Halleck

From: Kelley Coyner <coyner.kelley@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 4:13 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Please create a year round homeless shelter

I write 1n support of the year round shelter.

We have an obligation to care for the homeless who are in our own backyard. There are many things that make
life in Arlington terrific for all of use that I believe are optional-- this is an essential. The placement makes
sense near public safety and human services. It is in a neighborhood that has experience with such a shelter. It
costs less than a night in jail or in the emergency and that makes it a better use of my tax dollars.

Some may oppose it no matter what-- there are some though to would or should feel better about it know that it
will be open 24 hours a day and that Arlington requires that those who stay in the shelter are residents.

Create the sheiter, Keep getting the truth out about how it work. Have strong ties to the neighbors. Tell us how
we can help.

Thanks. Kelley Coyner

14 N. Oakland St.
Arlington, VA 22203
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Hope Halleck

From: Boomsma, David <David.Boomsma@ee.doe.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 4:10 PM

To: CountyBoard

Cc: '‘Arn Boomsma'

Subject: suppori comprehensive homeless center

Arlington County Board,

My name is David Boomsma and live at 5477 18th street north in Arlington. My family and | have been serving homeless
meals for 10 years now and we are very familiar with needs of Arlington's homeless population. We support the
comprehensive year round homeless center being considered by the Board.

Dave Boomsma

David §] Boowsma

David Boomsma

Federal Energy Management Program
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
US Department of Energy

202-586-7086
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Hope Halleck

From: Steven Barham <zipcoderd5@@aol.com>
Sent; Monday, December 12, 2011 4:09 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: ASPAN YEAR ROUND HOUSING

My husband and | support the year round housing in Arlington for homeless people. Our church,
Central United Methodist Church feeds and houses the people on Fridays from 8 to noon. We have
seen an increase over the last three years in those attending and getting free meals.

On the Fridays that | don't work | am there serving food and become to know many by name. When |
work, | miss seeing the patrons that knock on our door. We have also had them attend our church
service on a regular basis on Sundays. Many have found housing, but for those who don't it is might
cold, especially when the doors to ASPAN are closed from April | to November 1. Not having
housing, can cause problems, sleeping in places they should not be, using the bathroom in public
parking lots efc. | know it is the goal fo every homeless person to find housing and the people of
ASPAN do a fantastic job in trying to locate housing, help with medical and other needs for these
people. It seems it would be to their advantage to have their offices and apartments or housin in one
central ocation. It has been a priveledge to work with the people of ASPAN as well as those in need
for the last few years. If you had told me three years ago that | would be helping with the homeless |
would have thought | had lost my mind. Our clients are very polite and appreciative of everythig we
do for them. Please vote tomorrow to purchase and house the building for all the clients who need to
come out of the cold. Thank you very much;.

Sincerely,

Steve and Patricia Barham
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Hope Halleck

From: Chris Healey <¢cphealey@me.com>
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 4:04 PM
To: CountyBoard

Subject: Year-Round Homeless Shelter

Dear Board Members,

Please support the purchase of the building located at 2020 N. 14th Street for public use and
particularly for the dedication of two floors for a year-round homeless shelter/center. As an Arlington
resident for nearly 20 years, | have witnessed the plight of many of our area's homeless citizens. For
such an affluent county we can certainly do better than the dilapidated facility that currently serves as
the emergency winter shelter.

If the test of a civilization is the way it treats its weakest members, then the establishment of a year-
round facility will stand Arlington in good stead. No doubt, like many of you, | have occasionally
volunteered at ASPAN and had the privilege of meeting and speaking with the people who utilize its
services. In short, they deserve better. The purchase of the N. 14th street building represents a
significant step in the right direction.

Thank you for considering this important issue.
Sincerely,

Chris Healey
cphealey@me.com

879 North Kensington Street
Arlington, VA 22205

(202) 302-2521 mobile
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Hope Halleck

From: Megan Yonke <megan.yonke@gmail.com=
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 3:41 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: Support for Arlington County Year-Round Shelter

Good afternoon,

As an Arlington County resident, I want to voice my strong support for a year-round homeless shelter, to be
located in Courthouse and to be managed by A-SPAN. The need for such a facility in our community is great,
and it is worth the level of investment necessary by the County Board and the community bring it to

fruition. My family lends significant financial support to A-SPAN, and we plan to continue to do so in the
future in support of A-SPAN activities, as they are a well-managed organization that has produced outstanding
results. Homelessness is a year-round problem and must be treated accordingly. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Megan B. Yonke

1918 Columbia Pike, #8
Arlington, VA 22204
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Angela Brackett

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

leslie 100@aol.com

Sunday, December 11, 2011 5:38 PM

Christopher Zimmerman; Mary Hynes; Barbara Favola; Jay Fisette; Walter Tejada;
CountyBoard

Letter re: Proposed Homeless Shelter at 2020 14th Street North, Arlington

Letter to Arlington Board - L.Griffin.docx

Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Best regards,

Ms. Leslie Griffin

1301 North Courthouse Road

Unit 906
Arlington, VA 22201

woicss Mool 3RS H34
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Ms. Leslie Griffin

1301 N Courthouse Road
#906
Arlington, VA 22201
Leslie100@aol.com
VIA Electronic Mail
December 11, 2011

Chairman Christopher Zimmerman
Arlington Virginia County Board
2100 Clarendon Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22201

Re: Proposed Homeless Shelter at 2020 14t Street North
Dear Chairman Zimmerman:

T'am writing to express concerns, and to request additional information, about the proposed
placement of a year-round homeless shelter in the same block as the Woodbury Heights
condominium.

Please know that | and many others in my neighborhood respect the County’s objective to
give homeless individuals and families shelter from extreme elements and access to services.
The question is simply whether a densely packed residential neighborhood is the best location
for such a shelter for reasons outlined below. We would like to understand which alternate
locations were considered and the analysis the Board went through to decide the 14t Street
location would be best.

Though you have likely heard most of the arguments against the proposed location of this
shelter in such a compact residential neighborhood, I would like to add my views.

- Home values; We anticipate the proposed shelter would drive down property values
in the area, especially the values of the homes in Woodbury Heights. The reality is
that, to prospective buyers, my home is in competition with other Arlington homes
that are not located less than fifty feet from a homeless shelter.

- Security: Woodbury Heights’ security measures (lighting, garage doors, insurance,
etc.) would have to be thoroughly upgraded to address possible penetration of our
building and theft or damage to property. Homeowners would bear these costs.

- Personal safety: The proposed presence of this shelter in a compact residential
community raises safety concerns, particularly for single women like me. Itis my
understanding that the entry and exit of the shelter would be located near the
southeast corner of the building, quite close to Woodbury Heights’ most frequently
used fifth floor door. Ihave walked through the proposed area virtually every day for
ten-plus years and often come home quite late. I would no longer feel safe walking
through this area at night if there were homeless individuals loitering so close to my
home.

#35




Quality of life: To some degree, we don't have to guess what this environment will be
like. We have a ready example of it at the current 14t Street shelter. There are noise,
public urination and litter issues in the park by the current shelter. Some of my
Woodbury Heights neighbors have units whose balconies look right over the proposed
shelter entrance. Beyond how Woodbury Heights and adjacent building residents feel
about the impact on our neighborhood, commercial establishments {dry cleaning
business, the deli/market and Ragtime) no doubt have real concerns about the impact
of the proposed shelter on their businesses.

Support for Homeless Programs: My understanding is that Arlington has articulated a
plan to end homelessness in Arlington through long-term permanent housing. Many
of us share this objective. However, placing the year-round shelter in a compact
neighborhood with close to 2,500 residents who walk through the proposed area
regularly will likely work against the County’s valid goals by generating hostility
toward social programs and homeless individuals. The haphazard process we've
witnessed makes us question whether this is actually the best solution for some of
Arlington’s most vulnerable citizens.

In closing, I'd simply add that as a taxpayer and voter in Arlington, I've been surprised at the
scant outreach on this proposal. It feels as if we've been presented with a fait accompli,
which goes against the reputation for transparency and meaningful outreach that our county
government typically enjoys.

Thank you for considering my concerns. ['m sure many of these issues will be raised at
Tuesday night's board meeting, and hope that a solution beneficial to both the neighborhood
and the homeless can be reached.

Sincerely,
Leslie Griffin

cc

Ms. Mary Hughes Hynes, Vice Chair, Arlington County Board
Ms. Barbara A. Favola, Member, Arlington County Board
Mr. Jay Fisette, Member, Arlington County Board

Mr. ]. Walter Tejada, Member, Arlington County Board

#35




&;;\
Angela Brackett

From: Michele Gallo <galloml@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 1:25 PM

To: CountyBoard

Subject: The truth about being next door to a homeless shelter.

Good afternoon County Board members,

This is what I heard from someone who TRULY worked 40 feet from the Arlington homeless shelter. To my knowledge,
none of these incidents were reported to the police.

Please read to the end and consider what life would have been like if she had lived there instead of just working there.

Michele Gallo

Michelle--for what it's worth, | myself have a brother who is homeless--by his own choice (obviously has some mental
problems, as many of them do). When my mother died he inherited sufficient money to keep him the rest of his life,
along with SS, BUT he flew straight to Vegas and blew it all in one binge. He used to be in Arlington, now is in Tampa, as
far as | know--| have no means of contacting him; he contacts me on occasion. He also had a very expensive long
hospitalization at VHC that the taxpayers got to pay for. It is tragic; thank God my parents are dead and not alive to see
it.

I tell you this because it has totally changed the way | view the homeless. Giving them cash is the absolute WRONG thing
to do. Give food, shelter, clothing, McDonald's gift certificates—-but NO MONEY.

Most will immediately spend it on their drug of choice--in my brother's case, gambling and smoking--he does not drink
or take drugs.

He was diagnosed bipolar but won't take his meds, a common story.

When my ex was President of Capitol Hill Merchants and Business Assh.

(like our Chamber of Commerce) they had cards printed up for members to give the homeless which said something like,
"I sympathize with your plight and want to help. Here is where you can get food, shelter, clothing, counseling, etc. listing
churches and shelters in the neighborhood." To give to them instead of money. Makes some very angry as you can
imagine, but much better way to address the problem.

I spent years trying to get him help--Lord knows Arlington County has every service and amenity available--MANY people
tried to help him, invest the money so he could have a nice monthly income without touching principle, etc., all to no
avail. It all boils down to you cannot make another human being do anything they don't want to do.

In any case, while at 1500 North Courthouse Road right around the corner from the AFAC shelter in the building next
door{a sub shop now,

Used to be home to Marcus Bail Bond, me, jerry Williams, and Joe Newlin, 2 marrying judges)--I had several incidents
and so did they.

There was only one way in and out of my office so took to keeping the door locked when in the building alone or taking
the dog to work.

Once | dropped my car keys in front of the office and a guy snatched them up and said he had found them and would
give them back for $50.

Another time, a very inebriated big guy wandered into my office talking nonsense and acting crazy. It was scary till | got
him to leave. Another time, arriving at work Monday morning, someone had broken in and slept in the hall, leaving
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mounds of trash, cigarette butts, liquor bottles, etc. They also opened all our mail that had come through the mail chute
in the main door--looking for checks | suppose. Thank God they had left by the time | got there.

Hope this helps! I have nothing against the homeless—-my former church St. George's Episcopal, has a big food ministry
(mostly lunch) up at Virginia Square. Some patrons help with the church grounds and do other little odd jobs around the
church. Nevertheless it is especially unsafe for women alone or after dark, because you don't know what anger
management issues some might have, among other things. It can be very frightening and threatening. The church had to
start locking its doors and restroom doors after Rev. Mark Waldo's office was desecrated, the communion silver stolen,
and folks were hiding in the rest rooms. You could ask the church but this was long ago and they probably won't tell you
due to privacy and legal reasons but | witnessed those myself.

Wishing you and your husband and family a very Merry Christmas!

Yvonne
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Angela Brackett

4
From: KENNETHGROBINSON@cs.com ~J
Sent: Friday, December 08, 2011 12:39 PM
To: Woodburyheightscondo@prodigy.net
Subject: Woodbury Heights Taxes-As Received

Here are the numbers for Woodbury Heights. We are generating over half a million dollars a year -- not counting auto and
VA income taxes. And, the Arlington County bureaucracy is after us relentlessly! It's like the scene in "Independence
Day," where the President asks the alien what he wants us to do, and he replies, "Die!" They'd close this place in a flash,
| expect, if they could figure ouf how to do it.

We occupy slightly more than 1 acre, by the way. Here, in other words, is a "cash cow” of enormous proportion. And, the
County staff want to kill it and feed it to 100 homeless! Monty Python, where are you, now that you're needed?

>

Hello,

| ran the numbers and the amount of 2011 property tax we paid as a building is:
$548,007.00

$30,444.83 per floor (18). Since we do not have a real 13th floor and the building is (17) - $32,235.70 per floor is the
actual.

$3435.33 per unit average
t will be sending over an excel spreadsheet over the weekend with the tax break down and the assessed values by flioor.

Thanks,

<<
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Angela Brackett
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From: KENNETHGROBINSON@cs.com

Sent: Saturday, December 10, 2011 6:40 AM

To: Woodburyheightscondo@predigy.net

Subject: Arlington County "Declares War" on Community-Clarendon Patch

As | said, it's too bad the 2,400 people and two-dozen businesses being attacked are not homeless derelicts. If we were
homeless, someone in the Arlington County Government might be interested. But please be assured. No one is going to
protect your interests here as well as you can. ltis an appalling commentary on the "Arlington Way," isn't it?

P

Courthouse Residents: Arlington County ‘Declaring War' on Community
Businesses Worry About ‘Death Sentence’
Clarendon Paich, 5:52 pm

By Jason Spencer
Not everyone at Ragtime was in the best of spirits Thursday night.

The Courthouse-area restaurant is a popular hangout for the people who
work above it in the Thomas Building at 2020 14th St. North. Some
businesses in the building use restaurant space for their quarterly
meetings, or to conduct job interviews.

Now, though, they're trying to come to grips with the county

government's desire to take iheir building — through purchase or
condemnation — to use for a year-round homeless shelter and office
space. About 15 gathered Thursday night to share information and discuss
some of the alternatives that, to them, everyone but Arlington County
seems to be talking about.

“It was pretty dire,” said Jeremy Hicks, practice operations manager for
Navigant, one of the Thomas Building tenants.

Business owners and nearby residents have voiced sharp criticism of
Arlington’s plans, usually process-heavy and full of public
participation. In this case, though, many are convinced the county’s
intentions are a done deal and the process is being fast-tracked to
avoid too much public scrutiny.

“When you look at it, a month ago, this building was full of businesses
planning out their future — and now they just have a question maik,”
Hicks said.

“And a termination date.”
Flex space

The county announced its infentions in a press release two days before
Thanksgiving.

The local government, which has had the Thomas Building appraised at
$25.5 million, plans to either buy the building or take it using eminent
domain. The building sold just five years ago to its current owner for
$16.5 million, according to tax records. A spokesman for the
Toronto-based Brookfield Real Estate Opportunity Fund, which currently
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owns the building, declined comment.

The acquisition would allow Arlington to develop the Courthouse
community into a town square, officials said, and use two of the seven
floors in the Thomas Building for a year-round, low-barrier homeless
shelter.

Most county board members late last month indicated or outright said
they supported the move. They talked about the “flexibility” it would

give the government. They referred to the building as a "strategic
acquisition.” And they talked glowingly about how the move was the first
step in the long-term redevelopment of Courthouse Square, including
consolidating functions frem two other nearby county-owned buildings,
which can be demolished or sold.

"This opens up that possibility like nothing else could have," Board
rmember Jay Fisette said then.

The county hopes to retain the three ground-level tenants of the Thomas
Building — Ragtime, the Courthouse Deli and a dry cleaning business —
and the rent that would come with that.

The board will vote Tuesday on whether to allow the county manager to
make an offer on the property and, if that fails, to acquire it using
eminent domain.

Some residents and business owners wonder if the county is trying to
rush through eminent domain proceedings before an anticipated
constitutional amendment hits ballots next year — a move that, if
approved, could limit the power of the local government.

Though Arlington County opposes the ballot measure, Board Chairman Chris
Zimmerman told Paich that wasn’t related to what's going on with the
Thomas Building, calling this process a “vanilla” use of eminent domain.

County Attorney Stephen Macisaac could not be reached for comment this week.

Organizing for Arlington

Residents of the neighboring Woodbury Heights building have mobilized in
opposition. They've been distributing fliers at farmers markets and on

the corner of 14th Street North and Courthouse Road to “keep our block
safe.”

*We've been organizing,” said January Holt, 2 Woodbury Heights resident
for seven years. "We have to do what we have to do. We're not just going
to concede fo the county. We want due diligence on their part. Other
locations need to be explored. We want numbers. We want stats, There's
not any other locations considered. We want to know why.”

Holt and about 50 others met with county staffers Tuesday night in what
has heen described as contentious at best.

“They were indifferent, non-sympathetic and non-negotiable,” Holt said.

Residents said county officials were unable to answer basic questions
about the anticipated fransaction, including its specific impact on
crime, property values, the businesses in the area, trash removal,
deliveries, parking, lighting and traffic flow. They want to know why
the county hasn’t studied whether it would be more cost effective to
demolish and rebuild the building that currently houses its emergency

2
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winter shelter, which is just one street over.

The residents are worried in part because the likely entrance to the
proposed homeless shelter — which will be separate from the building’s
main entrance —is near a school bus stop.

They estimate at least 2,400 people live in the apartments and
condominiums near the Thomas Building, and many funnel down 14th Street
North to get to the Metro station.

“No government puts the homeless in a residential neighborhood - for a
very good reason. It generates a lot of hostility toward homeless
people. It generates a lot of criticism toward social programs. So, you
{ry to avoid that friction,” said Ken Robinson, president of the

Woodbury Heights Condominium Association.

“I've seen it happen in other cities. But | never thought that Ariington
County would pull this off. Ariington has a lot of process. They have
hearings, they have this, they have that. In this case, it was all done
very secretly and very quickly with every effort to avoid any kind of
public scrutiny. They clearly knew they were going to end up with a lot
of problems.”

Arlington ‘declaring war’

Jeff Miller, a Woodbury Heights resident of 19 years, can't square how
Arlington, which prides itself on having an abundance of public input
meetings, is giving people only one chance to speak out against the
purchase or condemnation of the Thomas Building.

“It's not like they're bucking up against any deadline. It's clearly a
calculated effort on their part to put it out at the time of year that

is least amenable to citizen participation, and then to ram it through,”
Miller said.

Deputy County Manager Marsha Allgeier said that wasn't the case.

"We got to the point where we were ready fo move forward, so we moved
forward," she said. "Frankly, what's a good date? And, we didn't do it
right before Christmas, and there are a lot of people gone at that point.”

The county prepared a presentation that labels the current shelter, on
nearby 15th Street North, as having been in a "temporary” location for

20 years. Woodbury Heights residents shake their head trying to
understand how the county had 20 years to come up with something better
and ended up giving them three week's notice during the holidays.

“We asked if they'd be open to suggestions to alternatives, and they
flat out said no. They are not willing to listen,” Miller said.

“Our theory is they figure it's a high-rise community and those people
don't care. {The shelter) is an important governmental service. But the
government owns land and property, and if they're redeveloping it, they
can easily incorporate it into one of the parcels they're redeveloping —
they don't have to push it into a residential neighborhoed.”

Didi Nikolov, who saved money for 10 years before buying a unit in
Woodbury Heights, said many residents moved fo the area knowing that a
homeless shelter was nearby. They recognize that as a necessary
community service.
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But Nikolov's impression of Tuesday's meeting was that the county was
trying to pit the residents against the shelter. Question after question

on a variety of topics was answered with the county assuring them they
would be safe, she said, though no one could produce statistics on
public drunkenness, noise, petty theft or other minor crimes that were
potential issues.

Nikolov said that beyond safety, quality of life was a concern.

“We're working professionals,” she said. "We spent a litile more to live

in prime real estate. We want the safety. But we also want the peace and
quiet. There's a certain personality that goes with buying in this

location. They're just making it a safety issue when it's more than that.”

The county did not keep audio notes of Tuesday’'s meeting. Patch
requested any staff notes — handwritten or otherwise — and was provided
only with a PowerPoint presentation extolling the benefits of the
acquisition.

Robinson kept detailed notes. According to those, one resident likened
the process to Arlington “declaring war" on the community.

Allgeier said Arlington County has looked at various locations to use
around the Courthouse community for years.

She said she understood that residents were upset, and pointed to past
cases of homeless shelters, detox centers and group homes going into
residential areas that were controversial at the time but have succeeded
thanks to tight management and adequate staffing.

And while some residents are upset, she said, the broader community has
indicated support for this type of move.

"One of the reasons we've been working so hard on this for several years
is because the community cut there said we needed to do something about
our emergency winter shelter,” Allgeier said.

“It's always a matter of balancing. We have a need here. We need to do
something about the shelter. We need to give better services. We need to
do more to move people off the street and into housing. So we all have

to balance that against any particular acticn or location. And | really

do understand why people are upset about it.”

The county has received 40 letters and emails against moving a homeless
shelter into 2020 14th St. North, and about 15 against. More are
expected between now and Tuesday.

‘A death sentence’

At Ragtime, business owners said they hoped their concerns don't get
lost in the fray. The financial hit caused by moving could be
devastating, they said.

“The community’s opinion really wasn't all that important,” said a small
business owner in the Thomas Building who spoke to Patch on the
condition of anonymity.

“We're fair-minded,” he said. “We're not trying to extract anything.
This isn't an opportunity. This is a tremendous burden on taxpaying
businesses without any offer for remedy. This isn’t a charity case. This
is about protecting businesses in the jurisdiction where elected
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officials are supposed to be representing us - not just as citizens, but
businesses as well. We're employers. We're taxpayers — and they charge a
lot. It would be nice to know we were getting something for out money —
particularly not a death sentence.”

#HE#

http://clarendon.patch.com/articles/courthouse-residents-arlington-county-declaring-war-on-community
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