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Meeting of January 21, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  December 15, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:  Approve the Award of Contract for the High View Park Playground Renovation 
and ADA Improvements located at 1945 N. Dinwiddie Street, Invitation to Bid Number 575-12. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:  

1. Approve the Award of Contract Number 575-12 to the Francis Lee Companies, 
LLC in  the amount of $570,984.00 and approve an allocation of $57,098.40 as a 
contingency for change orders for a total contract authorization of $628,082.40. 

 
2. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the Contract Documents, subject to 

legal review by the County Attorney. 
 
ISSUES:   County Board authorization is required for award of a capital construction contract 
over $250,000.00.  No issues have been identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  High View Park is a 2.75-acre park which is frequently used by local residents 
for a wide variety of programmed and unprogrammed recreation uses.  The existing park 
amenities consist of a playground area, athletic fields, basketball and tennis courts, gazebo, 
outdoor amphitheatre, and picnic areas. The planned improvements are being done through the 
Parks Maintenance Capital Program, and include an accessible route to the existing 
amphitheatre, new play equipment, new picnic areas and site circulation from both N. Cameron, 
and N. Dinwiddie Streets. Following a community process that involved neighbors from the John 
M. Langston Civic Association and staff from Arlington County PRCR, the design of the 
improvements for the park were developed.  
 
BACKGROUND:  The playground and picnic areas in High View Park are beyond their useful 
life and in need of replacement.  In addition, during the life cycle assessment of the Park, the 
consultant identified ADA deficiencies throughout the Park that need to be addressed.  In 
December of 2010, a community process was initiated to develop conceptual designs for the 
High View Park Playground Renovation and ADA improvements. Interested stakeholders came 
together various times to discuss the design, address any community concerns and work out a 
timeline for the implementation of the design. Through the guidance of a community-based 
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design group, a conceptual plan was developed that was approved by the John M. Langston 
Civic Association. In March of 2011, staff began the preparation of construction drawings for 
site clearing, removal of miscellaneous above and below grade site improvements, site drainage, 
masonry work, accessible paving, new playground equipment and climbing wall, site 
furnishings, fencing, and enhanced plantings. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The County received the following bids for this project on December 15, 2011, 
in response to Invitation to Bid Number 575-12:  
 
Bidder Bid 
Francis Lee Companies, LLC $570,984.00 
Prince Construction Co., Inc. $588,855.00 
Sumter Contracting Corp. $608,654.88 
NAA, Inc. $659,700.00 
Meridian Construction Co., Inc. $741,000.00 
Nastos Construction, Inc. $778,000.00 
Avon Corporation $814,915.11 
McDonnell Landscape, Inc. $857, 978.00 
Jeffrey Stack, Inc. $1,050,760.00 
 
 
The lowest responsive bid for the construction of the playground was received by the Francis 
Lee Companies, LLC, in the amount of $570,984.00. This Contractor was determined to be a 
responsive and responsible bidder. It is recommended that the contract be awarded to the Francis 
Lee Companies, LLC.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Funding for the High View Park Renovation is available from the FY2012 
Parks Maintenance Capital.  
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