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DATE:  December 27, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:   Adoption of the Northern Virginia Hazard Mitigation Plan 2010 Update 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 
 Approve the attached resolution adopting the Northern Virginia Hazard Mitigation Plan 

2010 Update. 
 
ISSUES:  The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires all localities to update their Hazard 
Mitigation Plan every five years.  The Northern Virginia Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, which 
covers Arlington, was completed in December 2011.  County Board approval and adoption is 
required to allow for execution.  No issues have been identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  Through the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management (VDEM) the Arlington County Office of Emergency Management 
(OEM) was awarded $260,000 in Disaster Mitigation funding to revise the regional Hazardous 
Mitigation Plan.  OEM has been coordinating the Northern Virginia Mitigation Steering 
Committee, inclusive of the regional jurisdictions, and hired a contractor to rewrite the plan.   
This is a three year process and is in the final stages, as the grant period ends on March 31, 2012. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Congressman James Moran was able to allocate FEMA funding to Arlington 
County in order for OEM to coordinate revisions to the regional Hazardous Mitigation Plan 
under the guidelines of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000.  The regional plan outlines specific 
actions designed to address and reduce the impact of a full range of natural and man-made 
hazards facing the region. 
 
DISCUSSION: The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires that all localities update their 
Hazard Mitigation Plan every five years. The updating process involves a local capability 
analysis, an update of the existing natural disaster risk assessment (to include updated flood 
mapping and improved GIS technology), a man-made hazard risk assessment (to include 
potential impacts from infrastructure failure), and preparation/revision of hazard mitigation 
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strategies for each locality.  Successful completion of the plan required cooperation from several 
departments in the county.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   To date, hazard mitigation actions in the resolution have been funded by 
grants.  It is anticipated that the actions still needing to be completed over the next five years will 
be funded with additional grant dollars and will not require net tax support. 
 
 



 

 

 
ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

 
Adoption of the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update for the Northern 

Virginia Region 
 
WHEREAS, the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, as amended, requires that local governments, 
develop, adopt and update natural hazard mitigation plans in order to receive certain federal 
assistance; and,  

WHEREAS, the Northern Virginia Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan has been prepared in 
accordance with FEMA requirements at 44C.F.R. 201.6; and, 

WHEREAS, a Mitigation Advisory Committee (*MAC), comprised of representatives from the 
Counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William; the Cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, 
Falls Church, Manassas, and Manassas Park; and Towns of Clifton, Dumfries, Haymarket, 
Herndon, Leesburg, Middleburg, Purcellville, Occoquan, Quantico, Round Hill, and Vienna, was 
convened in order to assess the risks of hazards facing the Northern Virginia region, and to make 
recommendations on  actions to be taken to mitigate these hazards; and, 

WHEREAS, a request for proposals was issued to hire an experienced consulting firm to work 
with the MAC to update a comprehensive hazard mitigation plan for the Northern Virginia 
region; and, 

WHEREAS, the plan incorporates the comments, ideas and concerns of the community and of 
the public in general, which this plan is designed to protect, ascertained through a series of public 
meetings, publication of the draft plan, press releases, and other outreach activities; and  

WHEREAS, Arlington County recognizes that recent events of the Virginia Earthquake, 
Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee are not captured in the proposed update of the local 
Hazard Mitigation Plan,   and, as part of its commitment to mitigation planning and activities,  
will fully endeavor to identify, evaluate, and include these events and their impacts as part of the 
next update cycle. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of Arlington County that the 
Northern Virginia Hazard Mitigation Plan Update dated December 7, 2011, attached hereto, is 
hereby approved and adopted.   

ADOPTED by the Arlington County Board on this twenty-first day of January 2012. 
 

 

(Arlington County Board Chair) 
  

ATTEST 

(Clerk to County Board) 
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