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County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of March 10, 2012 

 
 
 
DATE:  February 21, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  SP #50 SITE PLAN AMENDMENT to allow a medical office use for Renew Laser 
& Skin; located at 5301 Lee Highway (RPC #02-073-092). 
 
Applicant:   
Ms. Sapna Patel, Managing Member 
901 North Nelson Street, Apt. 1003 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 
  
   
C.M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Adopt the attached ordinance to approve a site plan amendment to SP #50 to permit a 
medical office use instead of office/commercial use in an 1,800 square foot space for 
Renew Laser & Skin; located at 5301 Lee Highway. 

 
ISSUES:  This is a Site Plan Amendment to permit a medical office use (laser hair removal and 
skin care/massage therapy office) to be located within approximately 1,800 sq. ft. of existing 
commercial/office space.  No issues have been identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  The applicant is proposing to open a laser hair removal and skin care/massage 
therapy office within a 1,800 sq. ft. space of the Heritage Office Square complex.  The proposed 
hours of operation will be Monday through Saturday between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. by appointment 
only.  The busiest days will be Saturday hours between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. where it is anticipated 
that most of the other businesses on the site will be closed.  The use does not conflict with the 
County’s General Land Use Plan which allows personal and business services on this site.  The 
Leeway Overlee Civic Association has no issues with the site plan amendment request.  
Therefore, staff recommends that the County Board adopt the attached ordinance to approve a 
site plan amendment to SP #50 to permit a medical office use in 1,800 square feet of 
commercial/office space. 
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BACKGROUND:  The site plan for ten (10) professional townhouse commercial/offices at a 
total of 18,579 sq. ft. was approved in September 1969.  The site plan includes a total of 37 
parking spaces to support the project.  The site continues to operate as commercial townhouses.  
In the past, the County Board has approved site plan amendments permitting the use of some of 
the office spaces for other uses including group counseling services, an electrolysis clinic, and 
most recently a ballet studio.  The ballet studio was approved in July 2004 and discontinued in 
July 2005 after an administrative review found that it was no longer in business.  
 
The following provides additional information about the site and location: 

 
Site:  The site is a 30,404 square foot parcel, encompassing 5279 through 5301 Lee Highway.  
The site is developed with a cluster of townhouse-style professional offices and 37 surface 
parking spaces.   
 

To the north: Single family residences zoned “R-6” and designated “Low” Residential 
(1-10 units/acre) on the GLUP.  

 
To the west:  SP #278 Greenbrier Courts Townhomes zoned “C-O-1.0” and designated 

“Low-Medium” Residential (16-36 units/acre) on the GLUP. 
 
To the east:  The Arlington Medical Building (four (4) story by-right medical office 

building) zoned “C-1-O” and designated “Low-Medium” Residential (16-
36 units/acre) on the GLUP. 

 
To the south: Open space and an existing radio tower (owned by American Tower 

Management, LLC) zoned “R-6” and designated “Low” Residential (1-10 
units/acre) on the GLUP. 

 
Zoning:  The site is zoned “C-O” Commercial Office Building, Hotel and Multiple-Family 
Dwelling Districts. 

 
 General Land Use Plan:  “Service Commercial” Personal and business services.  Generally 

one to four stories. 
 

Neighborhood:  The property is located in the Yorktown Civic Association and is adjacent to 
the Leeway Overlee Civic Association.  The Leeway Overlee Civic Association has no issues 
with the site plan amendment request.  No comments have been received by the Yorktown 
Civic Association as of the writing of this staff report.  
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Source: BingTM Maps 

 
DISCUSSION:  The applicant is proposing to open a laser hair removal and skin care/massage 
therapy office within a 1,800 sq. ft. space of the Heritage Office Square complex.  The space will 
contain a waiting area and office for laser and skin massage services.  The proposed hours of 
operation will be Monday through Saturday between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. by appointment only.  An 
office manager, a licensed massage therapist and a certified laser specialist will be on staff at all 
times when services are conducted.  The busiest days will be Saturday hours from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. where it is anticipated that most of the other businesses on the site will be closed. 
 
The proposed amendment does not conflict with the County’s General Land Use Plan (GLUP) 
designation of “Service Commercial” which allows personal and business services on this site.  
The proposed medical office use is in character with other office/retail uses offered at this site, 
which included offices for counseling services, an electrolysis clinic, a former ballet studio, and 
an employment office.  Because this is an area on a busy street, with many commercial uses, and 
right next to the four corners of shopping at Lee Highway and Harrison Street North, it is not 
expected to have an adverse impact on the surrounding area. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Staff supports the proposed medical office use.  The proposed use does not 
conflict with the GLUP designation for service commercial development which allows personal 
and business services on this site.  The Leeway Overlee Civic Association has no issues with the 
site plan amendment request.  Therefore, staff recommends that the County Board adopt the 
attached ordinance to approve a site plan amendment to SP #50 for a medical office use for 
Renew Laser & Skin. 

N
O
R
T
H 

Location of Renew Laser & 
Skin: 5301 Lee Hwy 
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SITE PLAN AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 
 

WHEREAS, an application for a Site Plan [Amendment] dated January 3, 2012 for Site 
Plan #50, was filed with the Office of the Zoning Administrator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as indicated in Staff Report[s] provided to the County Board for its March 
10, 2012 meeting, and through comments made at the public hearing before the County Board, 
the County Manager recommends that the County Board approve the Site Plan Amendment, 
subject to numerous conditions as set forth in the Staff Report[s]; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Board held a duly-advertised public hearing on that Site Plan  
Amendment on March 10, 2012 and finds, based on thorough consideration of the public 
testimony and all materials presented to it and/or on file in the Office of the Zoning 
Administrator, that the Site Plan Amendment to permit a medical office use for Renew Laser & 
Skin for Site Plan #50: 
 

• Substantially complies with the character of master plans, officially approved 
neighborhood or area development plans, and with the uses permitted and use 
regulations of the district as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance; and  

 
• Functionally relates to other structures permitted in the district and will not be injurious 

or detrimental to the property or improvements in the neighborhood; and 
 

• Is so designed and located that the public health, safety and welfare will be promoted 
and protected. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that, as originally requested by an application dated 
January 3, 2012 for Site Plan #50, and as such application has been modified, revised, or 
amended to include the drawings, documents, conditions and other elements included in this 
application, for a Site Plan Amendment to permit a medical office use for Renew Laser & Skin, 
for the parcel of real property known as (RPC #02-073-092) and 5301 Lee Highway approval is 
granted and the parcel so described shall be used according to the Site Plan as approved 
September 13, 1969 as amended from time to time as shown in the records of the Office of 
Zoning Administration, and as amended by this Site Plan Amendment application, subject to all 
previously approved conditions and the new condition numbers 14 through 16 (for Renew Laser 
& Skin) as follows: 
 
New Conditions (Site Plan Amendment – Renew Laser & Skin): 
 
The following three conditions, numbers 14 through 16, shall be applicable to the 1,800 square 
feet of space occupied by the Arlington Hearing Center, LLC: 

 
14. The applicant agrees to comply with all requirements set forth in all applicable 

ordinances and regulations, including, by way of illustration and not limitation, those 
administered by the Community Code Enforcement Office, Environmental Health Bureau 
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and the Fire Marshal's Office, including securing the appropriate building permit prior to 
the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 

 
15. The applicant agrees that hours of operation will be Monday through Saturday between 

9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. by appointment only.  The applicant agrees that sessions are 
limited to 1-2 customers at any given time.  

 
16. The applicant agrees to encourage customers and staff to walk, bike, and use public 

transportation by providing information at the medical office and on its website regarding 
public transit and other alternatives to driving. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 
October 4, 1966  Approved a rezoning of the site to “C-O” 

Commercial Office Building, Hotel and Multiple-
Family Dwelling Districts.  

 
October 8, 1966  Approved a site plan (Z-1860-66-2) for four (4) 

story office building at 5279 and 5303 Lee Highway 
with a F.A.R. of 1.0 or 30,404 square feet and 
subject to a minimum (landscaped) setback of 10 
feet from the property line. 

 
September 13, 1969  Approved a revised site plan (Z-1860-66-2) with an 

F.A.R. or 18,579 square feet and 37 parking spaces. 
 
October 21, 1970  Reinstated a site plan (Z-1860-66-2) for 

professional offices at 5279 Lee Highway for a 
period of one (1) year. 

 
September 6, 1972  Approved a site plan amendment (Z-1860-66-2) to 

permit the use of seven (7) of the basement levels as 
office space. 

 
April 10, 1976  Approved a site plan amendment (Z-1860-66-2) to 

convert the basement levels of 5301, 5303, and 
5311 Lee Highway from undesignated to 
commercial office use. 

 
October 12, 1976  Approved a site plan amendment (Z-1860-66-2) to 

permit individual and group counseling, maximum 
of  ten (10) persons at any one time and subject to a 
review in two (2) years. 

 
October 14, 1978  Discontinued the site plan amendment (Z-1860-66-

2) for the use of 5317 Lee Highway for a counseling 
office.  

 
  Approved site plan amendment (Z-1860-66-2) for 

an electrolysis clinic with two portable epilator 
units at 5303 Lee Highway with a review in two (2) 
years. 

 
October 18, 1980  Renewed site plan amendment (Z-1860-66-2) for an 

electrolysis clinic with two portable epilator units at 
5303 Lee Highway with no further review. 
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July 10, 2004  Approved a site plan amendment (SP #50) for a 
private ballet school, subject to the conditions of the 
staff report, and with an administrative review in 
one (1) year (July 2005) and a County Board review 
in three (3) years (July 2007). 
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