ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA

County Board Agenda Item
M eeting of March 10, 2012

DATE: February 17, 2012

SUBJECT: U-3304-11-1 USE PERMIT REVIEW for educational uses and community center;
located at 901 and 903 South Highland Street and 3045 Columbia Pike (RPC# 25-014-006, -
003).

Applicant:

Tsehaye Teferra, PhD
901 S. Highland Street
Arlington, Virginia 22204

C.M. RECOMMENDATION:

Renew the use permit for educational and community center uses subject to al previously
approved conditions, with an administrative review in six (6) months (September, 2012),
and a County Board review in one (1) year (March, 2013).

ISSUES: Thisisasix (6) month review of ause permit for educational and community center
uses for the Ethiopian Community Development Council (ECDC), and no issues have been
identified.

SUMMARY:: Thisisasix (6) month review of the use permit to permit educational uses and
community events in the office space owned by ECDC. Since approval, the applicant has
obtained Certificates of Occupancy for the space being used, and has held a number of
community events. No violations of use permit conditions have been identified, and no
complaints have been registered during the past review period. Staff is recommending an
administrative review to monitor the operation of community events after the summer season.
Therefore, staff recommends renewal of the use permit for educational and community center
uses subject to al previously approved conditions, with an administrative review in six (6)
months, and a County Board review in one (1) year (March, 2013).
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BACKGROUND: Thisisasix (6) month review of a use permit to allow educational uses and
community events within two (2) office buildings located off of Columbia Pike. The subject use
permit was approved on September 20, 2011, and permitted ECDC to provide a variety of
classroom uses including English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, computer and
entrepreneurship classes in conjunction with Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA),
and business and financial literacy classes for immigrants and refugees. Community events are
permitted to be provided in two (2) separate rooms within the complex, during the hours of 6
p.m. to 10 p.m. week nights, and 6 p.m. to midnight weekends. Events include wedding
receptions, birthday parties, cultural ceremonies, and uses of a similar nature. Since County
Board approval, the applicant has obtained Certificates of Occupancy for the uses permitted by
use permit, and has begun operation. The following graphic provides additional context about
the site location:

903 S. Highland Street and 3045
Columbia Pike

DISCUSSION: Since County Board Approval (September 20, 2011):

Use Permit Conditions. No violations of use permit conditions have been identified.

Community Code Enforcement: The Code Enforcement Office has commented that there
are no issues with the use permit, and that no complaints have been registered at the site
during the review period.

Fire Marshal’ s Office: The Fire Marshal’ s Office has commented that there are no issues
with the use permit.




State ABC Board: The State ABC representative has commented that there are no issues
with the use permit.

Police Department: The Police Department has commented that there are no issues with
the use permit.

Civic Association: The site is located within the Arlington Heights Civic Association.
The Arlington Heights Civic Association has commented that, with the exception of one
(1) informal complaint regarding noise at a community event, the operation of
educational and community events has been a success (see attached citizen comments).
The civic association supports renewal of the use permit for one (1) year with an
administrative review in six (6) months to monitor the operation during the summer
months.

CONCLUSION: Educational and community center uses have operated successfully at this
location over the past six (6) months. No issues or violations of use permit conditions have been
identified. Staff is recommending an administrative review to monitor the operation of
community center uses during the summer months. Therefore, staff recommends renewal of the
use permit for educational and community center uses subject to all previously approved
conditions, with an administrative review in six (6) months, and a County Board review in one
(1) year (March, 2013).



PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

September 20, 2011 Approved use permit to alow educational and
community center uses at 901 and 903 S. Highland
Street and 3045 Columbia Pike.



Approved Conditions:

1. The applicant agreesthat educational uses for ECDC/EDG shall be permitted on the third
and first floors and lower lobby level of the building located a 901 S. Highland Street, in
the spaces identified on the attached plans dated June 2011 and prepared by Highland
Holdings, LLC. Educational uses shall be permitted on the fourth floor of the building at
901 S. Highland Street and on the third and fourth floors of the building at 3045
Columbia Pike, provided the applicant obtains approval by the Zoning Administrator of
administrative change to this use permit identifying the location and amount of office
gross floor areato be used for such purposes.

2. The applicant agreesthat community events shall be permitted in the 3,764 square foot
gpace located on the ground floor of the building located at 3045 Columbia Pike and in
the 1,982 square foot spaced located on the lower level of the building located at 901 S.
Highland Street, in the spaces identified on the attached plans dated June, 2011 and
prepared by Highland Holdings, LLC. The applicant further agrees that community
events at 901 S. Highland Street and 3045 Columbia Pike shall be permitted between the
hours of 6:00 pmto 10 pm on Sundays through Thursdays, and between 6:00 pm and
12:00 am Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays falling on the eve of all legal Federal
Holidays. Community events shall be generally non-commercial in nature and shall be
defined as:

Wedding receptions,

Birthday parties, graduation parties, engagement parties, and other private parties;
Christenings and other religious celebrations;

Conferences and lectures;

Poetry readings,

Memorial and mourning services,

Fundraising for charitable causes,

Cultural ceremonies,

And other similar events.

3. The applicant agreesthat community events may only take place within the building, and
that windows and doorsto the outside shall remain shut during all events. The applicant
further agrees to comply with the Arlington County Noise Ordinance.

4. The applicant agreesthat an ECDC staff member shall be present during all community
events for the purpose of monitoring the conduct of event-goers.

The applicant shall designate a neighborhood liaison to communicate with nearby residents and
neighbors to address concerns which may be related to educational uses or community events
and an on-site liaison that shall be available during the hours in which classes are provided and
community events are held, to receive and respond to community concerns regarding these uses.
The name and telephone number shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator and a copy sent
to the Arlington Heights Civic Association.



Pam Locke

From: Keith & Stacey Whyte <kandswhyte@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2012 4:37 PM

To: Matthew Pfeiffer

Subject: Fwd: ECDC permit is up for review in March
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: martin.goldstein@comcast.net

Date: Thu, 9 Feb 2012 15:36:34 +0000 (UTC)

Subject: Re: ECDC permit is up for review in March

To: Andrew Glinka <aglinka@gmail.com>

Cc: Keith & Stacey Whyte <kandswhyte@gmail.com>, Aristia Kinis <a.kinis@gmail.com>

Stacey,
Thanks for following up on this.

At this point, | have no complaints about the ECDC for the 6 months review period. They've been proactive about
managing the limited number of events they've held over the past 5 months or so.

About a week after the county meeting, Ben, Emily and | met with Aklilu Tesfai, who's the facility manager to talk
logistics and specifics. Our issues were parking, noise, communication and litter.

¢ Parking; either Aklilu or one of his employees conducted traffic and parking control for every event I've been home
to see. | personally have had no issues on this topic since the meeting.

¢ Noise control; there have been no late night noise issues since the county meeting, but that may be as much due to
weather as the events.

e Communication; we asked for a flyer or some sort of notification for events, but have not seen any. We did get a
hand delivered invitation to an open house in January (which | was out of town for).

o Litter; the litter situation has improved, and I've seen people come out of the 903 building to conduct litter sweeps
at multiple points.

Allin all, | give them a B+, with the only short fall being communication. | think another 6 month review period is a good
idea, to see how it flows over the summer months.

Marty



Pam Locke

From: Keith & Stacey Whyte <kandswhyte@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2012 4:32 PM

To: Matthew Pfeiffer

Subject: Fwd: ECDC permit is up for review in March
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Andrew Glinka <aglinka@gmail.com>

Date: Thu, 9 Feb 2012 10:00:46 -0500

Subject: RE: ECDC permit is up for review in March

To: Keith & Stacey Whyte <kandswhyte@gmail.com>, Aristia Kinis <a.kinis@gmail.com>, Marty Goldstein
<Martin.Goldstein@comcast.net>

Hi Stacey,

Our block has been pretty quiet for the past 6 months, it's been rather nice. | don't oppose the ECDC permit (they've
been pretty responsible and ending their events on time and reasonably quiet). Once in a while they take up a lot of
street parking, but as they stated to the council it was less number of events each month (2-3) than we originally
thought they would hold (6-8). | agree that another 6 months on the later hours would be a good review time. If things
stay the way they are | won't oppose. They also invited us to a holiday party that we were out of town for, but the
gesture was nice.

Thanks!
Andrew Glinka
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Department of Community Planning, Housing and Development

901 and 903 South Highland Street and 3045 Columbia Pike
Note: These maps are for property location assistance only.
They may not represent the latest survey and other information.

RPC# 25-014-006, -003
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