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ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of April 21, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  March 29, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  SP #193 SITE PLAN AMENDMENT for a rooftop sign for AES Corp., located at 
4300 Wilson Blvd., (RPC# 14-059-040). 
 
Applicant: 
AES Corp. 
 
By: 
Patricia Rust 
Kerley Signs, Inc. 
7650 Preston Drive 
Landover, Maryland  20785 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   

 
Adopt the attached ordinance to approve a site plan amendment to amend the 
comprehensive sign plan for SP #193 to permit a rooftop sign on the Point Building, 
subject to all previous conditions and an amended Condition #39.     

  
ISSUES:  This is a site plan amendment request to amend the comprehensive sign plan to permit 
a rooftop sign at the Ballston Point office building at Wilson Boulevard and Glebe Road and no 
issues have been identified at this time.   
 
SUMMARY:  The applicant, AES Corp., proposes a 63-square-foot lighted rooftop sign at the 
roofline of the Ballston Point office building.  The proposed rooftop sign is consistent with the 
Sign Guidelines for Site Plan Buildings, and the applicant agrees to the standard conditions for 
rooftop signs including hours of illumination and levels of intensity.  The sign faces the corner of 
Wilson Boulevard and Glebe Road.  The sign will not directly face any residential uses.  
Therefore, staff recommends adoption of the attached ordinance to approve a site plan 
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amendment to amend the comprehensive sign plan for SP #193 for a rooftop sign, subject to all 
previous conditions and an amended Condition #39. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The subject property is the Ballston Point office building located at 4300 
Wilson Boulevard, at the southeast intersection with North Glebe Road.  The office building was 
approved in 2000 as part of the overall Ballston Common Mall site plan (SP #193), and contains 
approximately 289,000 square feet of office space and ground floor retail.  The property has a 
comprehensive sign plan approved by the Board in November 2002.      
 

Site:  The office building has a 53,000 square foot site area and is located at the “point” 
where Wilson Boulevard and North Glebe Road form a triangular intersection.  The adjacent 
land uses are as follows: 
 

To the 
north: 

Across Wilson Blvd., the NRECA office building (SP #249), zoned “C-O-
A”.   

 
To the 
east: 

The Ballston Common Mall (SP #193), zoned “C-O-2.5”.   

 
To the 
south: 

Across North Glebe Road, Rosenthal Mazda and other low-density auto-
oriented commercial uses zoned “C-2”. 

 
To the 
west: 

Across North Glebe Road, the nearly-completed 800 N. Glebe office 
building zoned “C-O-2.5”.    
 

Zoning:  “C-O-2.5” Commercial Office Building, Hotel and Apartment Districts. 
 
General Land Use Plan Designation: “Medium” Office-Apartment-Hotel (2.5 FAR office 
density, up to 115 units/acre apartment dwelling, and up to 180 units/acre hotel density). 
 
Neighborhood: Ashton Heights Civic Association and Ballston Business Improvement 
District; across North Glebe Road from Bluemont Civic Association (the proposed sign will 
actually face Bluemont Civic Association area, but will not face residential uses).   Staff 
contacted the Ashton Heights Civic Association and Ballston Business Improvement District 
and has not received comments to date.  Bluemont Civic Association has contacted staff and 
has not expressed any objections.    
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Proposed sign here

 
 
DISCUSSION:  The applicant proposes a lighted rooftop sign with a total area of 62 square feet.  
The proposed sign will be located above the 11th floor on the cylindrical tower at the “point” of 
the building, facing to the northwest.  The sign consists of the company logo and the letters 
“AES”.  The proposed sign conforms to the recommendations of the Sign Guidelines for Site 
Plan Buildings for rooftop signs.  The proposed sign is no taller than six (6) feet, and the 
proposed sign’s total area (63 square feet) is well under the recommended maximum sign area of 
one (1) square foot for every foot of linear building frontage (approximately 485 square feet).   
 

Frontage Linear Feet 
Wilson Blvd. 205 
N. Glebe Rd. 205 
Wilson/Glebe “point” 75 
TOTAL 485 

 
 
The applicant proposes to light the rooftop sign until midnight daily, which corresponds to recent 
approvals for rooftop signs in Ballston.  The applicant further agrees to the standard condition to 
install a rheostat that will dim the lighting, if judged necessary by the County Manager.   
 
The following provides more information about the proposed sign (the logo and the lettering are 
individually calculated, then added together, to obtain the total square footage, as they are not 
joined by a background or sign structure, per Sec. 34.B): 
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Sign Type Dimensions 
Height x width 
(Feet) 

Qt Sign 
Area (Sq 
Ft) 

Text Material Illuminated? 
Y/N 

Rooftop Logo 6 x 6.1 1 36.6 Blue/gree
n logo 

Channel 
mounted  

Y 

Rooftop lettering 7.75 X 3.25 1 26 
 
 

Dark blue 
“AES” 

Channel 
mounted 

Y 

     TOTAL: 
63 s.f. 

   

 
 
CONCLUSION:  The proposed rooftop sign is consistent with the Sign Guidelines for Site Plan 
Buildings, is consistent with the proposed regulations of new sign ordinance and the applicant 
agrees to the standard conditions for rooftop signs.  The sign will not directly face any residential 
uses.  Therefore, staff recommends adoption of the attached ordinance to approve a site plan 
amendment to amend the comprehensive sign plan for SP #193 to permit a rooftop sign for the 
Point Building, subject to all previous conditions and an amended Condition #39. 
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SITE PLAN AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 

 
WHEREAS, an application for a Site Plan Amendment dated January 20, 2012 for Site Plan 

#193, was filed with the Office of the Zoning Administrator: and  

 WHEREAS, as indicated in Staff Report dated March 26, 2012 and through comments 

made at the public hearing before the County Board, the County Manager recommends that the 

County Board approve the Site Plan Amendment to amend the comprehensive sign plan subject 

to all previous conditions with condition number 39 revised as set forth in this ordinance; and 

 WHEREAS, the County Board held a duly-advertised public hearing on that Site Plan  

Amendment on April 21, 2012 and finds, based on thorough consideration of the public 

testimony and all materials presented to it and/or on file in the Office of the Zoning 

Administrator, that the improvements and/or development proposed by the Site Plan as amended: 

• Substantially complies with the character of master plans, officially approved 

neighborhood or area development plans, and with the uses permitted and use 

regulations of the district as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance and modified as follows: 

  Modification from Section 34.D.1 for sign placement above 35 feet; and 

• Functionally relates to other structures permitted in the district and will not be injurious 

or detrimental to the property or improvements in the neighborhood; and 

• Is so designed and located that the public health, safety and welfare will be promoted 

and protected. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that, as originally requested by an application dated 

January 20, 2012 for Site Plan #193, and as such application has been modified, revised, or 

amended to include the drawings, documents, conditions and other elements designated in 

Condition 1 ( which drawings, etc… are hereafter collectively referred to as “Revised Site Plan 
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Application”), for a Site Plan Amendment to amend the Comprehensive Sign Plan to permit a 

rooftop sign, for the parcel of real property known as RPC # 14-059-040 and 4300 Wilson 

Boulevard, approval is granted and the parcel so described shall be used according to the Site 

plan as originally approved on June 24, 2000 and amended from time to time as shown in the 

records of the Office of Zoning Administration, and as amended by the Revised Site Plan 

Application, subject to all previous conditions with condition 39 revised as follows: 

39.   The developer agrees that all signs shall be consistent with the adopted comprehensive 

sign plan dated June 6, 2000 Revised 4.1 Submission and as approved by the County 

Board on June 24, 2000. 

a. The developer further agrees that there shall be only one (1) rooftop sign of no more 
than 63 square feet total, which shall be of the design, size, lighting, and specification 
as shown on drawings prepared by Kerley Signs entitled “Proposed New Signage For:  
The AES Corporation” dated 2/28/2011. The developer further agrees that no 
additional rooftop signs shall be placed on the 4300 Wilson Boulevard building 
unless an amendment to this comprehensive sign plan is approved. 
 

b. The developer agrees that minor changes to the approved signs may be approved 
administratively by the Zoning Administrator.  For the purposes of the preceding 
sentence, minor changes shall include only the following: (i) a minor adjustment in 
the location of a sign to meet field conditions (less than 1 foot in any direction); or (ii) 
a minor change in the area of an individual sign (less than 5%).  

 
c. The developer agrees to install a rheostat or other appropriate variable resistor to the 

proposed rooftop sign located at 4300 Wilson Boulevard that will allow the developer 
to adjust (decrease) the sign’s lighting intensity.  The developer further agrees that if 
the County Manager finds that the intensity of the rooftop sign lighting has an adverse 
effect on the surrounding area, the developer will, within 24 hours notice from the 
County Manager, reduce the intensity of the lights to a level that, in the County 
Manager's reasonable judgment, will no longer have such an adverse effect. 

 
d. The developer agrees that the hours of illumination of the rooftop sign shall be from 

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. (midnight), seven (7) days a week. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS 
 

May 18, 1982 Approved a site plan amendment (Z-2224-82-2) for 
the redevelopment of Parkington Shopping Center, 
for three office buildings, for the remodeling of an 
existing department store and shops and an addition 
to the existing parking garage plus a new parking 
structure. 

 
July 9, 1983 Approved a site plan amendment (new site plan)  
 (Z-2224-82-2 and Z-2238-83-2) SP#193 to modify 

the approved site plan to incorporate new site area 
into the redevelopment and to revise the approved 
site plan.  Total density approved 1,450,285 s.f. 
[(850,000 s.f. of office g.f.a. in 3 bldgs., 25,000 s.f. 
of retail/office g.f.a. and 662,660 s.f. of commercial 
g.f.a. excluding mall area (76,475 s.f. and cinema 
10,900 s.f.)] 

 
April 4, 1987 Approved a site plan amendment to permit an 

outdoor cafe (Ecco Cafe) with a review in one (1) 
year. 

 
July 11, 1987 Approved a site plan amendment to modify 

condition #2 to allow the word "Ecco" to be used in 
conjunction with the logo on the panel demarcating 
the outdoor cafe area. 

 
April 16, 1988 Continued a site plan amendment to the operation of 

an outdoor cafe (Ecco Cafe) with a review in two 
(2) years. 

 
August 12, 1989 Deferred site plan amendment request for a 

comprehensive sign and lighting plan to the  
 October 7, 1989 County Board meeting. 
 
September 12, 1989 Approved site plan amendment request to permit 

conversion of 408 s.f. of retail space to office use 
for five years subject to one (1) condition. 

 
October 7, 1989 Deferred site plan amendment request for a 

comprehensive sign and lighting plan to the  
 January 6, 1990 County Board meeting. 
 

            January 9, 1990 Deferred site plan amendment request for a 
comprehensive sign and lighting plan to the  
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 April 7, 1990 County Board meeting. 
 
April 7, 1990 Continued site plan amendments for the operation 

of an outdoor cafe (American Cafe) with a review 
in two (2) years. 

 
April 7, 1990 Deferred site plan amendment request for a 

comprehensive sign and lighting plan to the  
 July 7, 1990 County Board meeting. 
 
April 3, 1993 Continued a site plan amendment (SP #193) for 

operation of an outdoor café in conjunction with an 
existing restaurant. 

 
July 13, 1993 Approved a site plan amendment for operation of a 

summer day camp for up to 40 children, ages 5 to 
12 years, weekdays, from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
from June through September on the 3rd level of the 
Mall. 

 
September 11, 1993 Took no action on site plan amendment (SP #193) 

to permit six tables of an outdoor café in the public 
right-of-way. 

 
March 9, 1996 Adopted an ordinance stating that the amount and 

type of signage proposed for the Ballston Common 
Mall is consistent with the County Board’s adopted 
policy establishing this site area as a major focal 
point for the Ballston area, and that the approved 
sign plan will reinforce the retail component and 
unity of this focal point project consistent with the 
“Sign Guidelines for Site Plan Buildings” 

 
 Deferred a site plan amendment (SP #193) for a 

comprehensive sign plan to the March 23, 1996 
County Board meeting. 

 
March 23, 1996 Approved a site plan amendment (SP #193) for a 

comprehensive sign plan (banners, retail tenant 
signs, mall identification signs, directional signs, 
and pylon and free-standing signs) including three 
Ballston Common Mall identification signs. 

July 3, 1996 Deferred a site plan amendment (SP #193) for a 
comprehensive sign plan including retail tenant, 
mall identification, directional pylon, and 
freestanding signs. 
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July 19, 1997 Deferred a site plan amendment request (SP #193) 

to August 2, 1997, for construction of a new office 
building including 230,361 square feet of office 
gross floor area, 29,334 square feet of 
restaurant/retail (which includes 7,005 square feet 
of pedestrian mall area), and 80,014 square feet of 
theater space; a comprehensive sign plan; 
modification of use regulations to exclude 
pedestrian mall and theater space from floor area 
ratio; and modification for additional office building 
height. 

 
August 2, 1997 Approved a site plan amendment (SP #193) for a 

new office building including 230,361 square feet 
of office gross floor area, 29,334 square feet of 
restaurant/retail gross floor area including 7,005 
square feet of mall area and 80,014 square feet of 
theater space, including a comprehensive sign plan 
subject to conditions. 

 
November 1, 1997 Approved a site plan amendment (SP #193) for 

construction of a partial sixth floor with 
approximately 40.000 square feet of gross floor area 
on the existing building for administrative offices 
and a corresponding reduction of approximately 
40,000 square feet from the approved but unbuilt 
“Point Office Building”. 

 
December 16, 1997 Ratified and approved the lease agreement between 

the Arlington County Board and Ballston Common 
Associates, L.P. for the subject County-owned 
property at a rent of $350 per month and adopted an 
ordinance to permit temporary a temporary 
construction staging area, partially on-site and 
partially off-site. 

 
March 13, 1999 Approved a site plan amendment (SP #193) to 

permit an outdoor café with a maximum seating 
area of 60 and live entertainment between the hours 
of 11:00 a.m. and 1:30 a.m., Mondays through 
Sundays, for Rock Bottom Brewery Restaurants. 

 
July 10, 1999 Approved a site plan amendment (SP #193) and 

amended conditions of the approved site plan 
continue to permit a temporary construction staging 
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area, partially on-site and partially off-site for a 
period of two (2) years from June 13, 1999 to  

 June 13, 2001). 
 
 Ratified and approved the lease agreement attached 

to the County Manager’s June 23, 1999 report 
between the Arlington County Board and Ballston 
Common Associates, L.P. for the subject County-
owned property at a rent of $350 per month. 

 
November 13, 1999 Approved a site plan amendment (SP #193) to 

permit an outdoor café within the public right-of-
way and to permit a comprehensive sign plan. 

 
January 29, 2000 Approved site plan amendment (SP #193) for two 

rooftop signs (one on an alternative location) at the 
Ballston Tower building for parcels of real property 
located at 627 - 701 North Glebe Road (east side) 
and 4100 through 4128 Wilson Boulevard and 504 
through 708 North Randolph Street subject to three 
new conditions. 

 
April 8, 2000 Deferred site plan amendment (SP #193) to permit a 

13-story office building with ground floor 
commercial retail space, consisting of a total of 
approximately 262,000 gross square feet and a 
modification of use regulation for building height 
on premises known as Parcel D-1, Ballston 
Common. 

 
May 23, 2000 Deferred site plan amendment (SP #193) to permit a 

13-story office building with ground floor 
commercial retail space, consisting of a total of 
approximately 262,000 gross square feet with a 
modification of use regulations for building height, 
tandem parking and to permit a comprehensive sign 
plan on premises known as Parcel D-1, Ballston 
Common. 

 
June 24, 2000 Approved an agreement with May Department 

Store Company and amendments to Ballston Public 
Parking Garage Bond documents. 

 
 Approved a site plan amendment (SP #193) for 

Parcel D-1, Ballston Common Point site and 
modification of use regulations for tandem parking 



 
 

SP #193 
PLA-6159 
 

and a comprehensive sign plan subject to 
conditions. 

 
August 5, 2000 Approved site plan amendment (SP #193) to 

enclose the exterior arcade to accommodate year 
round restaurant seating, additional outdoor seating 
and modifications to exterior facade for Chicken 
Out Rotisserie. 

 
October 13, 2001 Approved site plan amendment (SP #193) to replace 

the previously approved 8-inch caliper trees with 
6.5-inch caliper trees. 

 
 Approved site plan amendment (SP #193) to 

convert interior retail space to office space, and 
amend the comprehensive sign plan subject to all 
previous conditions and new conditions. 

 
February 9, 2002 Approved major site plan amendment (SP #193) for 

the development of the 8th level of the Ballston 
Common parking garage including parking, a two-
story ice skating facility with ancillary uses and a 
training facility, with a second story including 
office use and a mezzanine to the ice rinks subject 
to conditions.   

 
October 19, 2002 Deferred site plan amendment (SP #193) to amend 

comprehensive sign plan for the Ballston Common 
Mall to the November 16, 2002 meeting. 

 
November 16, 2002 Approved a site plan amendment for a 

comprehensive sign plan for the Ballston Point 
building, subject to all previous conditions and new 
conditions. 

 
 Approved a site plan amendment for a 

comprehensive sign plan for the Ballston Common 
Mall, subject to all previous conditions and new 
conditions. 

 
December 7, 2002 Approved a site plan amendment for a weekly live 

comedy show within the Ballston Common Mall, 
subject to the following condition and review in one 
(1) year (December 2003). 
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December 6, 2003 Continued a site plan amendment for a weekly live 
comedy show within the Ballston Common Mall, 
subject to all previous conditions and review by the 
County Board in three (3) years (December 2006). 

 
June 14, 2003 Approved a site plan amendment for the ice skating 

facility to amend condition #60 and permit minor 
building modifications, subject to all previous 
conditions and three revised conditions. 

 
July 19, 2003 Discontinued a site plan amendment for relocation 

of office use at 4238 Wilson Boulevard. 
 
October 18, 2003 Approved a site plan amendment for conversion of 

retail use to office (within the Ballston Common 
Mall) until January 2006.  

 
July 10, 2004 Approved a site plan amendment to expand the 

theater for a weekly live comedy show within the 
Ballston Mall, subject to the previous condition #1 
of this site plan amendment and condition #2 below, 
with a County Board review in two (2) years and six 
months (December 2006) along with the original 
site plan amendment. 

 
December 14, 2004 Approved a site plan amendment for the ice skating 

facility to remove the mesh from the façade of the 
parking garage structure, subject to all previous 
conditions and two revised conditions (#1 and #30). 

 
October 14, 2006 Approved a site plan amendment for the ice skating 

facility for a comprehensive sign plan, including 
rooftop signs, subject to all previous conditions with 
two amended conditions (Condition #30 and #44) 
and one deleted condition (Condition #62).  Carried 
over discussion pertaining to the illumination of the 
rooftop signs to the November 14, 2006 meeting. 

 
November 14, 2006 Deferred a site plan amendment to illuminate the 

two approved rooftop signs for the ice skating 
facility to the December 9, 2006 meeting. 

 
December 9, 2006 Renewed the site plan amendment for an expanded 

theater, subject to all previous conditions, and with 
a County Board review in three (3) years 
(December 2009). 
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 Deferred a site plan amendment to illuminate the 

two approved rooftop signs for the ice skating 
facility to the January 27, 2007 meeting. 

 
January 27, 2007 Approved a site plan amendment to illuminate the 

two approved rooftop signs for the ice skating 
facility. 

 
September 13, 2008 Approved a site plan amendment to permit live 

entertainment and dancing at Union Jack’s (671 N. 
Glebe Rd.), subject to conditions and renewal in one 
(1) year (September 2009). 

 
July 14, 2009 Accepted withdrawal of a site plan amendment for 

outdoor seating in the public right-of-way at Union 
Jack’s (671 N. Glebe Rd.). 

 
September 26, 2009 Renewed a site plan amendment for live 

entertainment and dancing at Union Jack’s with 
new and revised conditions and a review in one (1) 
year (September 2010).   

 
December 12, 2009 Renewed a site plan amendment for an expanded 

theater (ComedySportz) subject to one new 
condition and review in five (5) years (December 
2014).   

 
March 13, 2010 Approved a site plan amendment for a rooftop sign 

at 671 N. Glebe Rd.   
 
September 25, 2010 Renewed a site plan amendment for live 

entertainment and dancing at Union Jack’s with 
new and revised conditions and a review in one (1) 
year (September 2011). 

 
September 20, 2011 Renewed a site plan amendment for live 

entertainment and dancing at Union Jack’s with 
new and revised conditions and a review in three (3) 
years (September 2014). 
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