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DATE:  March 30, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  U-3058-03-2  USE PERMIT REVIEW for family day care for up to nine (9) 
children; located at 937 17th St. S. (RPC# 36-001-001).   
 
Applicant:   
Ana Benavides 
937 17th Street South 
Arlington, VA 22204 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Renew the use permit for family daycare for up to nine (9) children subject to the 
approved condition, and with a County Board review in five (5) years (April 2017).  

 
ISSUES:  This is a five (5) year review for a Use Permit for family day care for up to nine (9) 
children and no issues have been identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  This use permit for a family day care home has operated for the past five (5) 
years in compliance with County and State codes.  The family day care home provides care for 
up to nine (9) children.  The use permit has operated in compliance with the conditions of use 
permit approval and without complaints to County agencies.  In 2011, the operator changed from 
Maria Teresa DeSaba to Ana Benavides.  Due to the change in operators, staff recommends that 
the use be renewed subject to the approved condition and with a review by the County Board in 
five (5) years (April 2017). 
 
BACKGROUND:  This use permit was approved in April 2003 for the family day care home 
for up to nine (9) children.  Since April 2003, the applicant has operated a successful and 
compliant family day care.  In 2011, the operator of the day care changed from Maria Teresa 
DeSaba to Ana Benavides.  The family day care use continues to operate in good standing under 
the direction of Ms. Benavides.   
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Source: Bing Maps 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  Since the approval of the family day care home in April 2003, the applicant has 
provided care for nine (9) children.  The applicant worked closely with the County's Child Care 
staff as the program became operational.  The designated childcare space in the home and the 
available parking have adequately supported the program.  The use complies with County codes, 
and there have been no complaints to the County regarding this use.  Child Care staff supports 
renewal of the use permit and states that the applicant’s services to the children have been 
adequate.  Since the last review in 2007, the operator of the family day care use has changed 
from Maria Teresa DeSaba to Ana Benavides.  Child Care staff reports that the use continues to 
operate in good standing under the new leadership.  Staff recommends that the use be renewed 
with a County Board review in five (5) years.  
  
Since the Last Review (April 21, 2007): 

 
Use Permit Conditions:  The use has operated in compliance with the condition of use permit 
approval. 
 
Community Code Enforcement:  Staff reports that there have been no complaints.  The 
property is clean and well maintained. 
 
Child Care Office:  The Child Care Office reports that it has no concerns regarding the 
family day care home. 
 
Civic Associations:  The Aurora Highlands Civic Association was notified of this use, and 
has provided a letter of support.  
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CONCLUSION:  This use permit for a family day care home has operated in compliance with 
the condition of use permit approval.  The County's Child Care staff report that the use is 
operating in compliance with County and State child care codes, and they continue to closely 
monitor the program.  Staff finds that the use does not create an adverse impact on the 
neighborhood.   Therefore, staff recommends that the use permit be renewed, subject to the 
approved condition and with a review by the County Board in five (5) years (April 2017).   
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 
July 5, 1994 Approved use permit (U-2800-94-1) for a family 

day care home for nine (9) children, infants to 14 
years, weekdays, 6:00 a.m. to 7: 00 p.m. with a 
review in one (1) year.  

 
March 4 1995 Continued use permit (U-2800-94-1) for a family 

day care home for nine (9) children, infants to 14 
years, weekdays, 6:00 a.m. to 7: 00 p.m. with a 
review in three (3) years.  

 
January 29, 2000 Discontinued use permit (U-2800-94-1). 
 
April 26, 2003 Approved use permit (U-3058-03-2) for a family 

day care home for nine (9) children, infants to 9 
years with a review in one (1) year (April 2004). 

 
April 24, 2004 Renewed use permit (U-3058-03-2) for a family day 

care home for nine (9) children, infants to 9 years 
with an administrative review in one (1) year and a 
review in three (3) years (April 2007). 

 
April 21, 2007 Renewed use permit (U-3058-03-2) for a family day 

care home for nine (9) children, infants to 9 years 
with a review in five (5) years (April 2012). 
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Approved Condition: 
 

1. The applicant shall meet the requirements of the Child Care Ordinance, the Code 
Enforcement Office, the Environmental Health Bureau, and the Fire Marshal's Office, 
including the installation of smoke detectors and securing the required fire inspection 
permit. 

 



From: AHCA President
To: Sophia S. Fisher
Subject: Re: U-3058-03-2, Maria Teresa DeSaba family day care 5 year review
Date: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 3:28:15 PM

Ms. Fisher,

In 2011, the operators of the daycare facility in question came to our civic association 
(Aurora Highlands Civic Association) seeking our ongoing support.  After some 
discussion, it was the voted position of AHCA that we have no issues with the 
daycare in question, and further, we support code compliant local daycare as it 
provides a very valuable community service.

Speaking personally since I live right across the street from the daycare in question, I 
have observed absolutely no issues and find the owners and the daycare operation to 
be good neighbors.  I have not observed any issues with traffic (drop-off/pick-up), 
noise, or any other issue nor have any of my neighbors raised any issues.

I will raise this issue at our regular membership meeting tomorrow, March 14, 2012 to 
see if any conditions have changed or if there are any issues that I am unaware of.

Absent a follow-up message by the end of this week from me that clarifies or changes 
anything I have stated in this email, you should consider this email the final and 
official response from AHCA.

Jim Oliver, President
AHCA

On Mar 13, 2012, at 2:53 PM, Sophia S. Fisher wrote:

Mr. Oliver,
 
I am working a five year review of the family daycare located at 937 17th St South.   I 
am writing to ask if the Aurora Highlands Civic Association has any comments 
regarding the use.  Please respond by March 30, 2012.  I have attached a copy of the 
staff report from the last review, performed in 2007, for background on the 
application.  Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Sophia
 
Sophia S. Fisher, AICP
Associate Planner

 

x-msg://160/ahcapresident@gmail.com
x-msg://160/SSfisher@arlingtonva.us
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY PLANNING, HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT
Planning Division
2100 Clarendon Blvd.,  Suite 700
Arlington, VA 22201
703 228-0771
www.arlingtonva.us  ssfisher@arlingtonva.us

 
All correspondence sent to and from Arlington County Government is
subject to the public record laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

 
 
 
<2007 desaba family day care staff report.pdf>


http://www.arlingtonva.us/
x-msg://160/ssfisher@arlingtonva.us
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