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 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of April 21, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  March 14, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:   Approval of Open-Air Market License Agreements between the County Board of 
Arlington County, Virginia, as Licensor, and the Following Entities as Licensees:   i) Clarendon 
Alliance, Inc. on property located at Clarendon Central Park (RPC No. 19-001-001); ii) 
Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization, Inc. on property located at 2820 Columbia Pike 
(RPC No. 32-005-004); iii) Ballston Business Improvement Corporation (two License 
Agreements) on property located at Ballston Welburn Square (RPC No. 14-050-031 and -009), 
and iv) The Civitan Club of Arlington Virginia, Inc. in a Garage Structure located within the I-66 
Right-of-Way between N. Quincy Street and N. Stafford Street (no RPC No.), Arlington County, 
Virginia. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS:   

 
A. Approve:  Five Open-Air Market License Agreements between the County Board 
of Arlington County, Virginia, as Licensor, and the Following Entities as Licensees:   i) 
Clarendon Alliance, Inc. on property located at Clarendon Central Park (RPC #19-001-
001); ii) Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization, Inc. on property located at 2820 
Columbia Pike (RPC # 32-005-004); iii) Ballston Business Improvement Corporation 
(two License Agreements) on property located at Ballston Welburn Square (RPC# 14-
050-031 and -009), and iv) The Civitan Club of Arlington Virginia, Inc. in a Garage 
Structure located within the I-66 Right-of-Way between N. Quincy Street and N. Stafford 
Street (no RPC No.), Arlington County, Virginia. 
 
B.   Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, or his designee, to execute on behalf of 
the County Board, the License Agreements, subject to approval of such Agreements as to 
form by the County Attorney.   

 
ISSUES:  As part of the License approval process for existing open-air markets in the County, 
the County Board is being requested to approve the attached Open-Air Market License 
Agreements (“Licenses”) for existing open-air markets on property which the County owns or 
has an easement interest.  There are no outstanding issues related to this Board item.    
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SUMMARY:  Following County Board approval and execution of the License Agreements, the 
open-air markets will continue to use the properties on specified days and times of the year, and 
pay a license fee for a term of one year which began on April 1, 2012. The License Agreements 
are automatically renewable, upon payment of the annual fee, for additional one year terms, until 
the License Agreement is terminated by one of the parties upon giving 30 days written notice to 
the other party. 
 
BACKGROUND:  For the last several years, open-air markets, operated by various 
organizations within the County, have been approved through the County’s Special Events 
permitting process.  On June 11, 2011, the County Board adopted a text amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance that defined “open-air markets”, and required a special exception use permit 
in certain zoning districts.  It was recommended, at that time, to bring all the existing open-air 
markets into conformance under the special exception use permit process on the County Board’s 
motion.   
 
Special exception use permits for the eight existing open-air markets were approved at the 
County Board’s January 24, 2012 meeting.  Because the use permits for the existing markets 
have already been approved, and many of the spring markets begin operation in April, the license 
term of each agreement began on April 1, 2012.  The license term automatically renews for 
successive one year terms beginning April 1st each year, if the special use permit remain in 
effect.  
 
Two of the markets, which are the subject of this Board Report, propose to use portions of 
County streets or rights-of-way for the markets.  Right-of-way permits will be required for these 
portions of the markets to be located in the right-of-way.  
 
There are several markets, which are not the subject of this Board Report, currently operating 
within the County that do not require license agreements.  For example, the Rosslyn Farmers’ 
Market and the Crystal City Farmers’ Market operate on private property without public use 
easements.  In addition, the Courthouse Farmers’ Market is currently being operated by a County 
department, so no license agreement is necessary. 
 
DISCUSSION:  In addition to special use permits and right-of-way permits, the open-air 
markets that operate on County owned property or within County public use easements also 
require real property license agreements to allow the use of the real property.  The markets have 
generally operated smoothly, mostly on a seasonal basis, without objection by the surrounding 
neighborhoods.   
 
The existing open-air markets that require real property license agreements are listed below.  The 
proposed Licensed Agreements are designated as Exhibits A through E of this Board Report.  
The corresponding Vicinity Maps are attached to this Report as Attachments 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6: 
 
Market Licensee Location 
Clarendon Farmers’ 
Market 

Clarendon Alliance, Inc. 
(Exhibit A-License Agreement) 

Clarendon Central Park near 
Metro escalator (Attachment 1) 

Columbia Pike Columbia Pike Revitalization 2820 Columbia Pike 
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Farmers’ Market Organization, Inc. (Exhibit B-License 
Agreement) 

(Attachment 2) 
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Ballston Farmers’ 
Market 

Ballston Business Improvement 
Corporation (Exhibit C-License 
Agreement) 

Ballston Welburn Square 
(Attachment 3) 

Ballston Arts and 
Crafts Market 

Ballston Business Improvement 
Corporation (Exhibit D-License 
Agreement) 

Ballston Welburn Square 
(Attachment 4) 

Civitans Flea 
Market 

The Civitan Club of Arlington, 
Virginia, Inc. (Exhibit E-License 
Agreement) 

I-66 Garage adjacent to  
Washington-Lee High School 
(Attachments  5 & 6) 

 
 A.  The Clarendon Farmers’ Market, operated by the Clarendon Alliance, occurs on 
Wednesdays from May through October from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., and is located at the east end of 
Clarendon Central Park.  It is located in the Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association area (see 
Vicinity Map Attachment 1). 
 
 B.  The Columbia Pike Farmers’ Market, operated by the Columbia Pike Revitalization 
Organization, occurs on Sundays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. year-round.  It is located at Pike Park, in 
front of the Rite Aid in the Columbia Heights Civic Association area, and is adjacent to the 
Douglas Park, Penrose, and Arlington Heights Civic Association (see Vicinity Map Attachment 
2). 
 
 C.  The Ballston Farmers’ Market, operated by the Ballston BID, occurs on Thursdays 
from May through October from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., and is located in Welburn Square, a privately-
owned park with a public use and access easement.  The market is located in the Ballston-
Virginia Square Civic Association area (see Vicinity Map Attachment 3). 
 
 D.  The Ballston Arts and Crafts Market, also operated by the Ballston BID, occurs one 
Saturday each month from April through October from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and is also located in 
Welburn Square (see Vicinity Map Attachment 4).   
 
 E.  The Civitan Market, operated by The Civitan Club of Northern Virginia, Inc., occurs 
on the first Saturday of the month, from April through November from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
parking garage over Interstate 66 (see Vicinity Map Attachments 5 & 6).  This market, in 
existence since 1986, is located in the Cherrydale and Ballston-Virginia Square Civic 
Association areas on the I-66 parking garage deck.  The market is currently operating under an 
Agreement, dated March 5, 1994, between the Civitans and the County Board.  This Agreement 
is being updated to incorporate current requirements and to standardize the license terms to be 
consistent with the license agreements for other open-air markets.    
 
The proposed License Agreements for the existing open-air markets are attached hereto as 
Exhibits A, B, C, D and E.  Some of the pertinent provisions of the proposed Licenses are as 
follows: 
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• The Licensees will be permitted to operate open-air markets on County owned property 
or County public use easements during specified months of the year on specified days 
and hours of the week; 
 

• The term of the Licenses will be for a period of one (1) year, with automatic renewal for 
successive one (1) year terms, unless sooner terminated or extended as provided therein; 
 

• The County or the Licensee may terminate the License, without cause and without 
penalty, by providing thirty (30) days, prior written notice of such termination to the 
other party;  
 

• The Licensees are required to pay to the County the amount of $200.00 per year for use 
of the Licensed Premises and to cover the County’s administrative costs for the Licenses; 
 

•  The Licensees are required to have all sellers and vendors obtain the applicable permits 
for use of the Licensed Premises, and for the sale and/or serving of food and beverages;  
 

• In the event of an emergency, the County may require immediate removal of the market 
displays; 
 

• The Licensee is required to remove all trash and debris from the Licensed Premises and 
to maintain the area in a clean, safe and sanitary condition;  
 

• The Licensees are required to maintain a commercial general liability insurance policy, 
including the County as an additional insured.  
 

• The Licensees are required to work with the surrounding neighborhoods and the County 
regarding appropriate signage, permissible parking locations and noise restrictions. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Annual license fees are collected from licensees and budgeted in a DES 
Lease Revenue Account (101.333500.42003). 
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