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DATE:  May 9, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  U-2976-00-2 USE PERMIT REVIEW for a summer day camp at the Columbus 
Club, located at 5115 Little Falls Road (RPC# 02-024-027). 
 
Applicant:   
Owen J. Beirne, Jr., President 
Columbus Club of Arlington, Inc. 
5115 Little Falls Road 
Arlington, Virginia  22207 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Renew the subject use permit for a summer day camp, subject to revised conditions #1-7 
and with no further scheduled County Board review.    

 
ISSUES:  This is a request for a renewal of a summer day camp program at the Columbus Club 
of Arlington and no issues have been identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  The summer day camp at the Columbus Club, which operates during the months 
of June, July and August, is in compliance with the use permit conditions and no issues have 
been identified.  Revisions to approved conditions are proposed to reflect current standard 
language. Therefore, staff recommends renewal of the subject use permit, subject to revised 
conditions #1-7 and with no further scheduled County Board review.   
 
BACKGROUND:  The applicant, the Columbus Club of Arlington, operates a summer day 
camp for children.  The use permit was originally approved in March 2000 for a maximum of 
115 children.  In May 2002, the applicant was granted a use permit amendment to increase the 
program’s enrollment from 115 to 150 children.  The camp was last reviewed by the County 
Board in May 2007 and no issues were identified at that time.  
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DISCUSSION:  The Columbus Club property is a 9.3 acre site located in the Yorktown 
neighborhood.  The entrance to the property is located on Little Falls Road between George 
Mason Drive and North 32nd Street.  The summer camp continues to operate from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and also includes an extended care program which allows parents to drop off children 
between 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and to pick up the children between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.  The children in 
care range in age from 5 to 12 years.  Due to its seasonal nature, the summer camp use is not 
subject to County childcare regulations.  However, the summer camp is required to adhere to 
standards prescribed by Virginia state childcare regulations. 
 
Since the previous use permit review (May 2007): 

 
Use Permit Conditions:  The summer camp use has operated successfully at this location 
since approval of the permit.  The summer camp use is in compliance with approved use 
permit conditions. 
 
Community Code Enforcement:  Community Code Enforcement has not reported any 
concerns regarding the continuation of this use. 
 
Civic Associations:  Both the Yorktown Civic Association and Rock Spring Civic 
Association were notified of this use permit review.  To date, neither civic association has 
responded with any concerns regarding the continuation of this use. 

 
CONCLUSION:  The summer day camp is in compliance with the use permit conditions and no 
issues have been identified.  The use has not had a negative impact on the adjacent 
neighborhood.  Revisions to approved conditions are proposed to reflect current standard 
language. Therefore, staff recommends renewal of the subject use permit, subject to revised 
conditions #1-7 and with no further scheduled County Board review. 
 

 
Proposed Revised Conditions: 
 

1. The applicant shall agrees to meet the requirements of the Community Code 
Enforcement Office, the Environmental Health Bureau, and the Fire Marshal's 
Office, throughout the life of this use permit. 

 
2. The applicant agrees to must have obtained a license for its summer camp 

program from the CommonwealthState of Virginia before operation of the 
Traditional Summer Day Camp begins. 

 
3. The applicant agrees that its enrollment program capacity shall be limited to a 

maximum of 150 children. 
 
4. The applicant agrees to direct pParents dropping off or picking up children tomust 

utilize the drive aisles and parking lot on the interior of the lot. 
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5. The applicant agrees that summer camp hours of operation will be limited to from 
7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., Mondays through Fridays, during the months of June, 
July and August. 
 

6. The applicant agrees to Columbus Club will provide the name, address and phone 
number of an on-going community liaison to communicate with nearby residents 
and neighbors to address concerns which may be related to the use and an onsite 
liaison that shall be available during the hours of the business operation to receive 
and respond to community concerns regarding the use to the Zoning 
Administrator and to the presidents of the Rock Spring and Yorktown Civic 
Associations, prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit, in order to effectively 
address neighborhood concerns. 
 

7. The applicant agrees toshall plant landscape screening along the property which 
abuts 5012, 5018 and 5024 North 33rd Street and shall provide additional plant 
screening along the remainder of the northern property boundary, as well as along 
the western property boundary (North 32nd Street).  The plant material will be 
chosen in consultation with the impacted neighbors and County Arborist, and 
must be approved by the County Manager or his designee.  All existing and new 
plant screening shall be maintained by the applicant and dead landscaping will be 
replaced as soon as practical. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 

  
May 19, 1951 Approved a use permit (U-1020-51-1) for a 

clubhouse for the Knights of Columbus.   
 
September 8, 1962 Denied a use permit (U-1516-62-2) for a 

private school.  
 
September 22, 1962 Approved a use permit (U-1516-62-2) for a 

private school subject to conditions, with a 
review in June 1963.   

 
June 15, 1963 Renewed a use permit (U-1516-62-2) for a 

private school through June 30, 1964. 
 

November 16, 1985 Approved a use permit (U-2478-85-1) for a 
school for ballroom dancing and social 
graces, subject to conditions with a review 
in one year.   
 

December 2, 1986 Renewed use permit (U-2478-85-1) for a 
school for ballroom dancing and social 
graces for young people with a review in 
three years. 

 
December 2, 1989 Discontinued use permit (U-2478-85-1) for 

a school for ballroom dancing and social 
graces for young people. 

 
March 11, 2000 Approved use permit (U-2976-00-2) for the 

operation of a summer day camp program 
for 115 children during June, July, and 
August, subject to conditions with a review 
in October 2000.   

 
October 7, 2000 Renewed use permit (U-2976-00-2) for the 

operation of a summer day camp program 
for 115 children during June, July, and 
August with a review in one year.   

 
October 13, 2001 Renewed use permit (U-2976-00-2) for the 

operation of a summer day camp program 
for 115 children during June, July, and 
August with a review in three years. 
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May 18, 2002 Amended use permit (U-2976-00-2) for the 
operation of a summer day camp program to 
increase enrollment to 150, with an amended 
condition #3 and review in two years.  

 
May 15, 2004 Renewed use permit (U-2976-00-2) for the 

operation of a summer day camp, with a 
review in three years. 

 
May 5, 2007 Renewed use permit (U-2976-00-2) for the 

operation of a summer day camp, with a 
review in five years (May 2012). 

 
July 7, 2007 Accepted withdrawal of use permit (U-

3162-06-3) to install an unmanned radio 
telecommunications facility on the rooftop 
of the existing building.   

 
May 19, 2009 Approved a use permit (U-3211-08-3) for 

accessory parking at 5115 Little Falls Rd., 
subject to conditions and with a County 
Board review in one year (May 2010).  

 
November 14, 2009 Approved amendment to U-3211-08-3 to 

allow an additional 50 spaces to be used for 
Marymount University workers with new 
conditions #10-15, with a review in May 
2010.  

 
 May 22, 2010 Renewed U-3211-08-3 for accessory 

parking at 5115 Little Falls Rd, with an 
amended condition #7, with a review in May 
2013. 

 
 

July 10, 2010 Approved amendment to U-3211-08-3 for 
accessory parking with amended conditions, 
with a review in May 2013. 

 
May 14, 2011 Approved a use permit (U-3290-11-1) for 

expansion of an existing 
telecommunications facility, subject to 
conditions.   
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