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County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of May 19, 2012 

 
 
DATE:  April 26, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  U-3339-12-1 USE PERMIT to allow a family day care home for up to seven (7) 
children for Inoka Oodugama; located at 903 S. Oak St. (RPC# 25-028-007). 
 
Applicant:   
Inoka Oodugama 
903 South Oak Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22204 
 
By:   
Dissanayake Manjula 
903 South Oak Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22204 
 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Approve the subject use permit, subject to the conditions of the staff report and with a 
County Board review in one (1) year (May 2013). 

 
ISSUES:  This is a new use permit request for a family day care home for up to seven (7) 
children.  There are no planning/land use issues associated with the request. 
 
SUMMARY:  The applicant requests approval of a use permit to increase the existing family 
day care home from five (5) to a total of nine (9) children.  However, the County Child Care staff 
will only support an increase for up to seven (7) children, because of the limited space that will 
be allocated for the expanded family day care home use (Arlington County Code Chapter 59-
16.C. “Personnel and Household Requirements, Physical Environment” does not specify square 
footage requirements but does specify the need to have all daily activities of young children 
occur in physical facilities that present no hazards to their health and safety).  The Child Care 
office will work with the applicant to implement satisfactory safety procedures for this family 
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day care home.  The Child Care office has been monitoring the day care for five (5) children and 
is supportive of its continuation and expansion.  Expansion of the use by two (2) children would 
have no impact on adjacent uses and provides a desired service in the community.  Furthermore, 
the applicant agrees to store his/her personal vehicle(s) at on-street parking spaces, if necessary, 
during the hours of operation for the family day care home, in order to accommodate safe pick-
up and drop-off of children on the shared driveway (Condition #4).  Therefore, staff recommends 
that the County Board approve the subject use permit for a family day care home for up to seven 
(7) children, subject to the conditions of the staff report, and with a County Board review in one 
(1) year (May 2013). 
 
BACKGROUND:  The applicant has been operating a family day care home for five (5) 
children since December 2010.   
 
The following provides additional information about the site and location: 
 

Site:  The approximately 4,241 sq. ft. site is bounded by Southgate Road to the north, 
Columbia Pike to the south, the Navy Annex and Air Force Memorial Drive to the east, and 
South Oak Street to the west.  The surrounding properties consist of single family, two-
family, townhouse dwellings, commercial buildings, and the Navy Annex building.   
 
Zoning:  The site is zoned “R-6” One-Family Dwelling Districts. 

 
General Land Use Plan Designation:  The site is designated on the General Land Use Plan 
(GLUP) as Residential “Low” 11-15 units/acre. 

 
Neighborhood:  The site is located within the Foxcroft Heights Civic Association. The 
president of the civic association expressed no opposition for an expansion of the family day 
care home (a formal letter is attached as part of the supplemental materials for this report). 

 

 
Source: BingTM Maps 
 Location of C Care Family Day Care Home:  

903 S Oak St 

NORTH 
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DISCUSSION:  The applicant is requesting a use permit for a family day care home to increase 
the number of children permitted.  The County Child Care office has determined that a maximum 
of seven (7) children can be supported given the current physical space of the family day care 
home.  The Arlington County Code Chapter 59-16.C. “Personnel and Household Requirements, 
Physical Environment” does not specify square footage requirements for family day care homes 
but does specify the need to have all daily activities of young children occur in physical facilities 
that present no hazards to their health and safety.  The Child Care office will work with the 
applicant to implement satisfactory safety procedures for this family day care home.   
 
The proposed days and hours of operation are from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
Space within the first floor and second floor of the home will be utilized for the family day care 
home.  A fenced backyard provides a safe area for children to play.  Furthermore, the applicant 
uses a shared driveway for parking.  The shared driveway has limited space to provide adequate 
off-street pick-up and drop-off of children to the family day care home.  In order to address this 
need, the applicant agrees to store his/her personal vehicle(s) at on-street parking spaces during 
the hours of operation for the family day care home, in order to accommodate safe pick-up and 
drop-off of children on the shared driveway (Condition #4).  Parents of children attending the 
family day care home will be required to escort their children to and from the home at all times.  
 
The applicant has worked with the County Child Care Office throughout the duration of their 
operation and the Child Care Office supports the proposed expansion to seven (7) children.  The 
proposed expansion will provide an extended neighborhood amenity and is in conformance with 
the uses allowed within the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance (ACZO) and the General Land 
Use Plan (GLUP) for this site.   

 
CONCLUSION:  The proposed increase from five (5) to seven (7) children will not adversely 
impact adjacent properties or residents.  Furthermore, no objections have been made by the 
Foxcroft Heights Civic Association.  Therefore, staff recommends that the County Board 
approve the subject use permit for a family day care home for up to seven (7) children, subject to 
the conditions of the staff report, and with a County Board review in one (1) year (May 2013). 
 
Conditions: 
 

1. The applicant agrees to meet the requirements of the Child Care Ordinance, Community 
Code Enforcement Office, Environmental Health Bureau and the Fire Marshall’s Office. 

 
2. The applicant agrees that the hours of operation are Monday through Friday between 7 

a.m. and 6 p.m. 
 

3. The applicant agrees that parents of children receiving care shall escort their children 
both to and from the home at all times. 
 

4. The applicant agrees to make at least two (2) unobstructed off-street parking spaces 
available: one (1) for pick-up and drop-off purposes and the other for an employee 
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parking space.  All off-street parking shall at no time impede access to any neighboring 
property or driveway.  The applicant agrees to store his/her personal vehicle(s) at on-
street parking spaces to meet the above condition, during the hours of operation for the 
family day care home. 



 
 

U-3339-12-1 Use Permit 
C Care 
PLA-6199 - 5 - 

PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  There have been no previously approved  
County Board actions on this site. 
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Note: These maps are for property location assistance only.
They may not represent the latest survey and other information.
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