




To:       Members of the County Board 
From:  Sarah McKinley, Vice President 
            Columbia Heights Civic Association 
 

The Columbia Heights Civic Association wishes to file comments on the 
Columbia Pike Neighborhoods Plan, an outgrowth of the study on Land Use and 
Housing that was conducted in 2011.  While many of our members participated in 
the Charrette on housing needs, it does not follow that this report, with 
recommendations written by County Staff, represents the view of our 
neighborhood.  In fact, we believe that there is a disconnect between the 
concrete recommendations included in this study and what was presented to the 
community in the Charrette. We appreciate that the County has extended 
discussion on this plan for another month, but that still isnâ€™t enough time for 
us to organize meetings to discuss this plan, which will impact residents near 
Columbia Pike for decades to come.  We respectfully ask for more time, and 
more opportunities to discuss these plans with the thousands of people who will 
be affected.  

We have always supported affordable housing but believe that this requires 
greater dispersion county-wide. This plan suggests that the entire focus of 
affordable housing in Arlington will be centered on the Columbia Pike corridor. In 
addition, the county continues to refer to a â€œtoolboxâ€• of incentives to 
achieve committed affordable housing units. However, the only viable option is 
the promise of increased densityâ€”a plan that merely provides economic 
incentives to developers. This heavy reliance on density may have negative 
impacts, including inadequate parking, increased traffic, loss of public open 
space and increased burdens on schools and utilities. We donâ€™t believe that 
these issues have been fully vetted in the community or thoughtfully addressed 
as a policy issue.   

Planned density doesnâ€™t always work, and the initial development of Crystal 
City and Rosslyn are cases in point. We believe that the County should place as 
much attention on the need for affordable business, as it has on affordable 
housing.  We donâ€™t want Columbia Pike so gentrified that we drive away 
small businesses, like car repair shops or small venues that have been here for 
years, only to be replaced with chain restaurants.  

We understand that change is coming to the Pike, but we want that change to 
reflect community priorities.  

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah McKinley 
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