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Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard 
Suite 300 
Arlington, Virginia  22201 
 
SUBJECT: 1. Z-2372-89-1  GWAY II, L.L.C. to amend Proffer 36 regarding loading 

space height clearances; Proffer 37 regarding required parking space 
dimensions; and Proffer 48 regarding total parking space count and 
allocation of parking spaces among uses, with modifications to use 
regulations for parking space dimensions and allocation among uses, in 
the C-TH zoning district under ACZO §2.G.2.  Property is approximately 
72,538 sq. ft., located at 2900 10th Street North and is identified as RPC# 
18-029-007.  (Garfield Park) 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Defer the proffer amendment to the September 4, 2012 and 
September 15, 2012 Planning Commission and County Board 
meetings.    

 
Dear County Board Members: 
 

The Planning Commission heard this item at its July 9, 2012 meeting.  Matthew Pfeiffer, CPHD 
Planning staff, described the request to amend proffers 36, 37 and 48 for the Garfield Park project.  
He noted that the staff recommendation is to defer the proposed proffer amendment to the September 
4, 2012 and September 15, 2012 Planning Commission and County Board meetings, respectively, to 
allow time for the applicant to work with staff to identify solutions to the encroachment issues 
identified in the constructed garage.   

 

Planning Commission Motion 
 
Commissioner Fallon moved that the Planning Commission recommend that the County Board defer 
the proposed proffer amendment to the September 4, 2012 and September 15, 2012 Planning 
Commission and County Board meetings, respectively.  Commissioner Malis seconded the motion.  
Commissioner Fallon agreed to table the motion to defer to allow questions from the Commission 
about the proposal.   



 
Commissioner Monfort inquired about whether the proposed encroachments would impact ADA 
access and handicap van parking, given that the proposed overall vertical clearance for the garage is 
less than seven (7) feet.  He expressed particular concern about access by high-top handicap vans.  
Mr. Pfeiffer responded that while the vertical clearance of individual handicap parking spaces have 
not been impacted, garage access has and that will be part of the analysis and discussion with the 
Building Official. 
 
Commissioner Malis inquired about how modifications to the building code could be achieved.  Mr. 
Pfeiffer responded that the local Building Official has the authority to approve modifications to the 
building code under certain circumstances.  In this particular case, Inspection Services staff is 
working with the applicant to potentially identify solutions that would not require a modification to 
the building code. 
 
Commissioner Savela noted that the building code was already modified when the proffer was 
approved with a vertical clearance of seven (7) feet, instead of the required 8’2”.  She requested that 
when the proposal comes back to the Commission in September, staff review how the handicap 
parking and access were addressed in the original/amended approval.   
 
Commissioner Fallon inquired as to whether there have been any changes in the ADA regulations 
since the proffer was originally approved in 1989 and amended in 2004, and if the proffer was 
compliant then.  Mr. Pfeiffer responded that the proposed request is in response to construction 
errors made in the field. 
 
Commissioner Ciotti commented on the seriousness of this issue, as there are a number of garages in 
Clarendon that were built after ADA and now are out of compliance with the current regulations.  
This leaves many of them open to federal lawsuits.  
 

The Commission voted 11-0 to support the motion.  Commissioners Ciotti, Cole, Fallon, Harner, 
Iacomini, Klein, Kumm, Malis, Monfort, Savela, and Sockwell supported the motion.   
 

 
 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
       Arlington County Planning Commission 
        

        
       Stephen Sockwell 
       Planning Commission Chair 
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