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Staff:  Kevin Connolly, DES Real Estate 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of July 21, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  July 9, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval and Acceptance of Deeds of Easement for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and 
Drainage Purposes for a Department of Environmental Services Street Improvement Project on 
Properties along a portion of North Quebec Street, located on 21st Street North (RPC# 06-019-
001) and at 4042 Lee Highway (RPC# 06-019-002), both in Arlington County, Virginia. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Approve the attached two Deeds of Easement for Public Sidewalk Utilities and 
Drainage Purposes on a property on 21st Street North (RPC# 06-019-001) and on a 
property at 4042 Lee Highway (RPC# 06-019-002), both in Arlington County, 
Virginia (“Properties”). 
 

2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, Department of Environmental Services, or 
his designee, to accept, on behalf of the County Board, the attached Deeds of 
Easement, subject to approval as to form by the County Attorney.   

 
ISSUES:  County Board approval is needed for easements for public sidewalks, utilities, and 
drainage.  There are no issues involved with this agenda item.   
 
SUMMARY:  This is a request for the County Board to approve, and authorize the acceptance 
of, two deeds conveying permanent easements for public sidewalk, utilities and drainage 
purposes to the County that will permit future maintenance and repair of certain sidewalk 
improvements that were installed on a property on 21st Street North (RPC# 06-019-001) and on 
a property at 4042 Lee Highway (RPC# 06-019-002), both in Arlington County, Virginia 
(“Properties”), during the construction of a Department of Environmental Services,  utility 
undergrounding project.  The Department of Environmental Services has relocated and 
undergrounded, certain electrical facilities, along a portion of North Quebec Street, between 21st 
Street North and Lee Highway in the Cherrydale neighborhood. During construction, certain 
sidewalk facilities were constructed upon the Properties.  The subject easements are being 
acquired to ensure that the County has sufficient easement area to maintain, repair, reconstruct, 
replace or remove the improvements that were constructed upon the Properties as part of the 
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project.  The attached Deeds of Easement (Attachment 1) have been signed by the owner of the 
Properties. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Department of Environmental Services designed, and is constructing, a 
project for the undergrounding of certain electrical facilities in Cherrydale, along a portion of 
Lee Highway.  The project plans call for the construction of underground electrical duct bank 
and subsequent removal of the existing overhead cables and utility poles along Lee Highway 
between North Oakland Street and North Quincy Street.  The new underground electrical cables 
will tie in to the existing overhead system on North Quebec Street and on Lee Highway west of 
North Quebec Street.  The project is currently under construction, and it is estimated that the 
project will be completed by the County in December of 2012, and by Dominion Virginia Power 
in November of 2013.  As part of the project improvements, certain sidewalk improvements and 
related facilities have been installed on the Properties within the areas shown on the vicinity 
maps attached hereto as Attachment 2.  The permanent easements which are the subject of this 
report are more particularly described on the plats that are attached to the Deeds of Easement, 
which plats are respectively entitled “Plat Showing Easement for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and 
Drainage Purposes on Lot 30, Block 1, Cherrydale, D.B. 135, PG. 202, Arlington County, 
Virginia”, and Plat Showing Easement for Public Sidewalk, Utilities and Drainage Purposes on 
Part Lot 1, Block 1, Cherrydale, D.B. 135, PG. 202, Arlington County, Virginia”. 
 
DISCUSSION:  All deeds conveying property interests to the County Board must be accepted 
by, or on behalf of, the County Board in order to be valid.  The Deeds of Easement are necessary 
for the construction, maintenance, repair, reconstruction, replacement and/or removal of the 
public sidewalk, utilities, and storm drainage improvements.  The County Board is being 
requested therefore, to approve the attached Deeds of Easement and to authorize the Real Estate 
Bureau Chief, Department of Environmental Services, or his designee, to execute the deeds, 
indicating acceptance thereof, on behalf of the County Board.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The easements are to be acquired for a total compensation of One 
Thousand Dollars ($1,000) paid to the owner of the Property; Five Hundred Dollars ($500) for 
each of the two easements.  The cost of the easements will be paid from Account 
316.43523.UGKB.000.0000. 
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