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DATE:  June 26, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  Award of contract to Arthur Construction Company, Inc. for storm drain 
improvements at John Marshall Drive and Lee Highway intersection, Invitation to Bid Number 
727-12.   
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Approve the award of Contract No. 727-12 to Arthur Construction Company, Inc. for the 
construction of storm drain improvements at John Marshall Drive and Lee Highway 
Intersection in Arlington, Virginia, in the amount of $749,990.00, and authorize an 
allocation of $112,500 as a contingency for change orders and increased quantities, and 
$37,510 for stipulated price items, for a total contract authorization of $900,000. 
 

2. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the contract documents, subject to review by 
the County Attorney.  

 
ISSUES:  County Board approval is required for contract awards. No other issues have been 
identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  The Department of Environmental Services (DES) plans to install a new 72” 
storm pipe across Lee Highway at John Marshall Drive to increase capacity of the existing 
system and reroute water to alleviate flooding concerns for several homes at the northwest corner 
of this intersection. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Flooding occurred at this location during both Tropical Storm Agnes in 1972 
and the June 23, 2006 storm.  Multiple homes suffered severe damage as a consequence of both 
storms, with flood water in the lower levels of adjacent homes reaching 5 to 7 feet deep.  As a 
result of the June 23, 2006 storm, the need for a countywide capacity analysis of the storm 
drainage system was identified.  That analysis was initiated in 2008 and is still underway on a 
drainage shed by drainage shed basis.  This portion of the capacity analysis for the storm 
drainage network located at John Marshall and Lee Highway was completed in 2011.  It 
confirmed the need for increased capacity at this intersection. In addition to the increased pipe 
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capacity, an offsite easement on the Overlee Pool property was required to minimize associated 
utility relocations and roadway disruption.  That easement was acquired in late 2011.  The 
project will reduce the risk of flooding at this intersection by increasing the storm sewer system 
capacity from the existing 48 inch diameter pipe to 72 inch diameter pipe. The new storm 
drainage system configuration will also divert storm water flows around the previously damaged 
homes, away from areas with no overland relief.  In addition, the project includes upgrading the 
capacity of the sanitary sewer system from 8 inch to 10 inch diameter pipes.   
 
DISCUSSION:  The Purchasing Agent received the following responsive bids on June 26, 2:00 
PM. 
 
Bidders        Bid Amount 
1. Arthur Construction Co., Inc.      $749,990.00 
2. A & M Concrete Corporation      $880,348.00 
3. Charles Deweese Construction Inc.     $883,431.95 
4. William B. Hopke Co., Inc.      $1,116,493.00 
5. Sagres Construction Corporation      $1,122,775.00 
6. Capitol Paving of D.C., Inc.      $1,207,345.00 
7. Martin and Gass Inc.       $1,321,359.00 
8. Anchor Construction Company      $1,364,179.00 
9. Fort Myer Construction Corp.      $1,391,742.90 
10. Flippo Construction Company, Inc.     $1,971,661.001 

 

1The total bid as listed on the Bid Form was $1,969,321.00. The bid amount with the corrected unit price extension is shown 
above. 
 
 
The low bidder, Arthur Construction Company, was found to be a responsive and responsible 
bidder to the Invitation to Bid Number 727-12. A contingency fund of $112,500 is recommended 
for any necessary change orders and increased quantities. An additional amount of $37,510 for 
stipulated price items is also recommended. Therefore, the total recommended contract 
authorization is $900,000.  It is recommended that Arthur Construction Company be awarded the 
contract. 
 
This project will create disruption to vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  Lane closures will be 
required at different times throughout the project, but will be limited to non-rush hour times to 
limit the traffic disruption.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Funds for construction of the storm drainage and sanitary sewer 
improvement project on John Marshall Drive at Lee Highway were approved from the Storm 
Water Fund and Utility Capital Construction Funds. Utility Capital Construction funds will be 
used to pay for the improvement of sanitary sewers in the amount of $300,000. Funding for the 
storm drainage portion of this contract in the amount of $600,000 is from the Sanitary District 
Tax, which was adopted as part of the FY 2009 budget.  The project was identified as a Storm 
Drainage Improvement project in the FY 2009-FY2014 Capital Improvement Program. 
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Funds totaling $900,000 are available to finance the construction of this project in the following 
accounts:  

• 321.437405.47222.S20D.0000.0000 $600,000.00 
• 519.437405.43544.SA74.0339.0000   $300,000.00 

 




