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County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of September 15, 2012 

 
 
 
 
DATE:  August 29, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  U-3340-12-1 USE PERMIT to allow a 50' telecommunications pole with 
accompanying equipment shelter for New Cingular Wireless d/b/a AT&T Mobility; located near 
Jefferson Davis Highway and Washington Boulevard (RPC# 34-036-001 and 34-666-MET). 
 
Applicant: 
The New Cingular Wireless d/b/a AT&T Mobility 
 
By:   
Paul Whitley, Agent 
7380 Coca Cola Drive, Suite 106 
Hanover, Maryland 21076 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Approve the subject use permit, subject to the conditions of the staff report, and with a 
County Board review in one (1) year (September 2013).  

 
ISSUES:  This is a use permit request for a 50’ tall telecommunications pole located within 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) property with accompanying 
equipment for New Cingular Wireless (d/b/a AT&T Mobility), and no issues have been 
identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  New Cingular Wireless (d/b/a AT&T Mobility) is requesting a use permit to 
allow a 50’ tall telecommunications pole with accompanying equipment shelter.  Staff supports 
the applicant’s proposal for a 50’ tall telecommunications pole since there is heavy tree cover 
surrounding the site.  The pole would only be noticeable when driving along Jefferson Davis 
Highway (Route 110).  The telecommunications pole will accommodate up to twelve (12) 
antennas at a radial center (RAD center) of 50’.  The proposed equipment shelter will measure 
11.4’ x 20’ on top of an existing 926 sq. ft. platform area, and will be 10’ from grade to the top 
of the shelter.  The telecommunications pole and equipment shelter meet the setback and height 
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requirements for the site as specified in Arlington County Zoning Ordinance (ACZO) Section 
32.D.1.d. and ACZO Section 31.B.2.e. 
 
The proposed equipment shelter will not be visible to pedestrians, only to vehicular traffic, and 
will be contained within WMATA property.  The Interim Guidelines for Placement of 
Telecommunications Facilities on County-Owned Property (Telecommunications Guidelines) 
were used to evaluate the application.  Staff has reviewed these criteria with the applicant and the 
proposed facility meets these guidelines.  The Aurora Highlands Civic Association does not 
object to this use permit request and other relevant federal and state agencies support the 
applicant’s request for a use permit.  Therefore, staff recommends that the County Board approve 
the subject use permit, subject to the proposed conditions, and with a County Board review in 
one (1) year (September 2013). 
 
BACKGROUND:  The County Board deferred acting on this use permit at the May 2012 
County Board meeting.  The original use permit request was for a 60’ stealth 
telecommunications pole with accompanying equipment next to an existing Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) transformer station.  The site is located on 
WMATA property and governed by the WMATA Compact.  The proposed pole would have 
been designed to look like a tree pole with faux leaves screening the twelve (12) 
telecommunications antennae and other fixtures at the top with branches that resemble an 
evergreen tree.  By request of Arlington National Cemetery and the United States Department of 
the Interior, National Park Service, New Cingular Wireless reduced the height of the 
telecommunications pole.  For New Cingular Wireless’ telecommunications purposes, it would 
require at least a 50’ exposed antenna telecommunications pole to obtain the same coverage as a 
60’ stealth pole.  Staff supports the change since there is heavy tree cover surrounding the site, 
and the 50’ telecommunications pole would not be noticeable at greater distances and will only 
be noticeable when driving along Jefferson Davis Highway (Route 110). 
 
During the initial review of the use permit, staff identified areas where more information was 
needed from the applicant in order to thoroughly evaluate the proposal.  The information 
included identifying in more detail the landscaping/screening options for the site, as well as 
verifying compliance with Federal Communications Commission (FCC) standards by providing 
an Electromagnetic Energy Measurement and Site Compliance (EME) report.  The County 
Board deferred acting on this use permit again at the July 2012 County Board meeting in order to 
allow the application to be re-advertised to include additional parcels to address setback 
requirements.  Both the proposed telecommunications pole and equipment shelter would meet 
the setback requirements to the property line of the combined parcel and the height requirements 
as specified in ACZO Section 31.B.2.e for the telecommunications pole. 
 
The following provides additional information about the site and location:  
 

Site:  The site is located at a WMATA transformer station area between the Arlington 
National Cemetery and Pentagon Metro Stations bound on the west by Arlington National 
Cemetery and Jefferson Davis Highway (Route 110), on the south by the Pentagon, on the 
north by the George Washington Memorial Parkway and on the east by the Pentagon North 
parking lot. 
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Zoning:  The site is zoned “S-3A” Special Districts. 

 
Land Use:  The site is designated on the General Land Use Plan (GLUP) as “Public” (Parks. 
Schools.  Parkways, major unpaved rights-of-way.  Libraries and cultural facilities).  

 
Neighborhood:  The site is not located within the boundaries of a civic association but is 
closest to the Aurora Highlands Civic Association boundary, which is located approximately 
one (1) mile from the WMATA property.  The Aurora Highlands Civic Association has no 
objection to the proposed use permit request.  Furthermore, the Arlington National Cemetery, 
the United States Department of the Interior, National Parks Service, WMATA, and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Historic Resources Office have reviewed the 
application and supported the request to seek a special use permit.  The Crystal City Business 
Improvement District was also contacted, but no comments have been received as of the 
writing of this report. 

 

 
Source: BingTM Maps 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  This is a use permit request to allow a 50’ tall telecommunications pole with 
accompanying equipment shelter for New Cingular Wireless d/b/a AT&T Mobility.  This use 
permit request was deferred from the May 2012 County Board meeting because the applicant 
needed to provide details on proposed landscaping for the site and an EME report showing FCC 

Location of Proposed New Cingular Wireless d/b/a AT&T 
Mobility Telecommunications Pole: Approximate to 

Intersection of Jefferson Davis Hwy and Washington Blvd 
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compliance and to allow the application to be re-advertised to include additional parcels.  The 
applicant has since provided this information.   
 
The proposed telecommunications pole will be 50’ tall measured from existing grade to the top 
of the pole.  The proposed triangular mount will contain up to twelve (12) antennas, four (4) on 
each sector.  At this time, the applicant is proposing to install only nine (9) antennas, three (3) on 
each sector mounted at a radiation center (RAD center) of 50’.  The remaining antennas will be 
added at a later date.  Antennas will be designed to match the appearance and color of the 
proposed telecommunications pole.  The proposed equipment shelter will measure 11.4’ x 20’ on 
top of an existing 926 sq. ft. platform area, and will be 10’ from grade to the top of the shelter.  
The existing WMATA transformer station varies from height ranging from 14’ to 20’.  The 
telecommunications pole and equipment shelter meet the setback requirements for the site as 
specified in ACZO Section 32.D.1.d.  The proposed equipment shelter will not be visible to 
pedestrians, only to vehicular traffic and will not encroach on the existing right-of-way.  A 
protective chain link fence separates the train tracks from the rest of the site.  Furthermore, the 
equipment shelter will be painted and built to match the appearance of the existing transformer 
station.   
 
Landscaping:  Staff requested that the applicant provide further details regarding landscaping for 
the site.  The applicant has agreed to install landscaping on the perimeter of the property, 
primarily in the areas surrounding the proposed telecommunications pole and equipment shelter. 
Examples include at least ten (10) Eastern Red Cedar trees and eight (8) Eastern White Pine trees 
at 8’ to 10’ tall at planting.  These additions will provide the necessary screening needed to 
shield the proposed equipment shelter and other ground equipment needed for the proposed 
telecommunications pole.  Condition #4 will require that the applicant submit a landscape plan 
showing these improvements to the site, and any modifications to the proposed landscape plan 
shall be subject to review, and approval, by the Zoning Administrator. 
 
EME Report:  The applicant submitted an Electromagnetic Energy Measurement and Site 
Compliance report (EME report) which demonstrates that the exposure to radio frequency (RF) 
emissions from an observation height of 7’ off ground level.  The telecommunications pole is not 
expected to create an adverse impact to the health and safety of individuals at or near the site.  
No pedestrians will have access to the site and there are no nearby buildings or ground level 
locations within the range of the maximum permissible exposure (MPE) limits. The facility will 
be unmanned with no customers or employees running the site except for maintenance purposes, 
typically once a month.  The report demonstrates that the site will be compliant with Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) regulations.  Federal law prohibits localities from basing a 
decision on the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions if the facility complies with 
FCC regulations. 
 
The Interim Guidelines for Placement of Telecommunications Facilities on County-Owned 
Property (Telecommunications Guidelines) were used to evaluate the application.  The 
Telecommunication Guidelines offer direction in the way of design of the monopole and 
equipment structure, landscaping, co-location, and compliance with Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) regulations, among other things.  The Telecommunication Guidelines can be 
applied to telecommunication facilities on privately-owned property as well as County-owned.  
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The Telecommunications Guidelines encourage the location of new antennas on existing 
structures, as opposed to constructing a new pole.  When a new telecommunications pole is 
considered, certain criteria need to be met for its consideration.  Staff has reviewed these criteria 
with the applicant and the proposed facility meets these guidelines which include: detailed 
drawings/cross sections of the proposed facility, a landscape plan for the area, confirmation that 
the applicant agrees to collocate with future providers, and naming a community liaison that 
shall be available to address any concerns regarding the facility operation.  Attached are plans 
depicting the location and general appearance of the proposed telecommunications pole, 
associated antennas, and equipment shelter.  
 
The proposed telecommunications facility will be compliant with the requirements specified in 
the ACZO.  The use is permitted under ACZO Section 3.A.10.b. and the telecommunications 
pole and equipment shelter meet the setback requirements for the site as specified in ACZO 
Section 32.D.1.d. as well as the height requirements as specified in ACZO Section 31.B.2.e for 
the telecommunications pole. 
 
CONCLUSION:  The proposed telecommunications facility does not conflict with the County’s 
General Land Use Plan.  Staff supports the placement of the proposed equipment shelter since its 
placement will match the placement of an existing, adjacent WMATA transformer station.  The 
proposed equipment shelter will not be visible to a walking pedestrian, only to vehicular traffic 
and will not encroach on the existing right-of-way.  The telecommunications pole will not create 
an undue, adverse visual impact to the site since there is heavy tree cover surrounding the site, 
and the 50’ telecommunications pole would not be noticeable at longer distances except when 
driving along Jefferson Davis Highway.  Furthermore, the applicant has provided an EME report 
demonstrating their compliance with FCC regulations.  The proposed facility will provided 
expanded cell phone coverage for the area.  Therefore, staff recommends that the County Board 
approve the subject use permit, subject to the proposed conditions, and with a County Board 
review in one (1) year (September 2013).  
 
Proposed conditions: 
 

1. The applicant, New Cingular Wireless d/b/a AT&T Mobility agrees that the 
telecommunications facility proposed on an application for a use permit dated June 19, 
2012, consisting of a 50’ telecommunications pole, twelve (12) antennas and a related 
equipment shelter (Telecommunications Facility), will be constructed as shown on the 
revised application package dated June 19, 2012 and approved by the County Board on 
September 15, 2012.  The applicant agrees that any future installation of antennas or 
other equipment on this property shall be subject to review, and approval, by the Zoning 
Administrator.  The applicant agrees that the pole shall not extend more than fifty (50) 
feet above grade, and the antennas shall be mounted at a radiation center (RAD) no 
greater than fifty (50) feet above grade and no portion of the antennas shall extend 
beyond 54 feet above grade. 
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2. The applicant agrees that the Telecommunications Facility shall be removed within 
ninety (90) days after it is no longer being used for wireless telecommunications 
purposes.  

 
3. The applicant agrees that the proposed equipment shelter and related utility connection 

equipment shall match the exterior appearance and color of the existing WMATA 
transformer station as shown on the application package dated June 19, 2012 and 
approved by the County Board on September 15, 2012.  The applicant further agrees that 
the shelter shall be of the size and location shown on the drawings in the revised 
application package. 
 

4. The applicant agrees to provide landscaping on the site primarily within the areas 
surrounding the telecommunications pole and equipment shelter.  The landscaping will 
consist of ten (10) Eastern Red Cedar trees (8’-10’ tall, balled and burlapped) and eight 
(8) Eastern White Pine trees (8’-10’ tall, balled and burlapped).  Lawn area disturbed 
during construction shall be top-dressed and seeded.  The applicant agrees to submit and 
obtain approval of a final landscape plan, as fulfilling this condition, from the County 
Manager or his designee prior to issuance of any permits for work on the site.  The 
applicant agrees to install all landscaping prior to June 30, 2013 and maintain all 
landscaping called for in the approved landscape plan. The applicant agrees to maintain 
all landscaping at the base of the tower, and surrounding the site in good condition.  Any 
modifications to the proposed landscape plan shall be subject to review, and approval, by 
the Zoning Administrator. 

 
5. The applicant agrees that all utilities will be underground and all coax cables from the 

equipment cabinet will be hidden as much as possible within the telecommunications 
pole or any support structure.  No external or exposed wiring is allowed on the 
telecommunications pole except for that required to connect to the antennas.  
 

6. The applicant agrees that the telecommunications pole will be constructed to 
accommodate an additional wireless user.  The applicant agrees that if additional 
equipment area is needed at the base of the shelter to accommodate an additional wireless 
user, the applicant will work to accommodate them to the greatest extent possible.  Any 
future wireless use to be located on the proposed telecommunications pole shall be 
subject to review, and approval, by the Zoning Administrator as being consistent with 
this use permit approval.  
 

7. The applicant agrees to identify a community liaison that shall be available to address any 
concerns regarding the facility operation.  The name, telephone, and e-mail address of the 
liaison shall be provided to the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, the 
Arlington National Cemetery, the United States Department of the Interior, National 
Parks Service, the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Historic Resources Office, 
and the Zoning Administrator prior to issuance of any permits for work on the 
Telecommunications facility. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
  

 May 19, 2012 Defer a use permit (U-3340-12-1) for a 60’ tall, 
stealth telecommunications pole with accompanying 
equipment to the July 21, 2012 County Board 
meeting.  

 
 July 21, 2012 Defer a use permit (U-3340-12-1) for a 50' 

telecommunications pole with accompanying 
equipment shelter and a modification to setbacks for 
the telecommunications pole and equipment shelter 
to the September 15, 2012 County Board meeting. 

 
 
 





















































































































From: AHCA President 

To: Marco Rivero 

Subject: Re: U-3340-12-1 Use Permit 50" Telecom Pole & Equipment 

Date: Saturday, June 23, 2012 1:25:58 AM 

Importance: High 
 
 

Marco, 
 
The Aurora Highlands Civic Association has no objection to the proposal as stated in 
the application and concurs with staff recommendations regarding enhanced 
landscaping. 

 

If you require anything further, please contact me anytime via email or on (703) 
867-8976. 

 

Regards, 
 

Jim Oliver, President 
Aurora Highlands Civic Association 

 

 
On Jun 19, 2012, at 1:25 PM, Marco Rivero wrote: 

 

 
Hello, 

 

 
As a follow -up, this request was deferred by the County Board in May 2012 because 

staff requested more information regarding the site including an EME report and 

increased landscaping on the site.  These issues have been addressed. 

 
Thanks, 

Marco 
 

 
Marco Antonio Rivero 

Associate Planner 

 
All correspondence sent to and from Arlington County Government is 

subject to the public record laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 
 
 

From: Marco Rivero 
Sent: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 1:24 PM 

To:  ahcapresident@gmail.com;  afox@crystalcity.org 

Subject: U-3340-12-1 Use Permit 50' Telecom Pole & Equipment 

Importance: High 
 

 
Good afternoon, 

 

 
I am writing in regards to a new use permit request by New Cingular Wireless (AT&T 

Mobility) to install a 50' telecommunications pole (54' from grade to top of antennas) 

x-msg://255/ahcapresident%40gmail.com
x-msg://255/Mrivero%40arlingtonva.us
x-msg://255/ahcapresident%40gmail.com
x-msg://255/afox%40crystalcity.org


and an equipment shelter adjacent to an existing WMATA traction station and Verizon 

Wireless cellular base station and pole (which began operation in 2008), located at 

the intersection of Jefferson Davis Hwy (Rte. 110) and Washington Blvd, which is north 

of the Pentagon (U-3340-12-1:  Jefferson Davis Hwy & Washington Blvd).  Staff is 

currently reviewing the application. 

 
The site is located on WMATA property (regional entity) and is also governed by the 

WMATA Compact.  Section 75 of the Compact states that "The Board shall comply 

with all laws, ordinances and regulations of the signatories and political subdivision 

and agencies thereof with respect to use of streets, highways, and all other vehicular 

facilities, traffic control and regulation, zoning, signs and buildings."  Therefore, 

Arlington County Zoning laws apply to this request per the Arlington County Zoning 

Administrator.   The United States Department of the Interior, Arlington National 

Cemetery, and WMATA have reviewed this application and do not object to move 

forward with this use permit request. 

 
Attached is a copy of the application materials and the electromagnetic energy site 

compliance report submitted by AT&T Mobility.  Even though this property is not 

within the boundaries of any particular neighborhood or civic/citizen association, staff 

would like to inform you of this request.  Please let me know if you have any 

questions.  The item will be advertised for the July 21, 2012 County Board meeting. 
 

 

Thank you, 

Marco 
 

 
Marco Antonio Rivero 

Associate Planner 

 
<image001.png> 

 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY PLANNING, HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 700 

Arlington, VA 22201 

703.228.3525; 703 -228 -3572 (direct) 

www.arlingtonva.us   mrivero@arlingtonva.us 

 
All correspondence sent to and from Arlington County Government is 

subject to the public record laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/
http://www.arlingtonva.us/
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Note: These maps are for property location assistance only.
They may not represent the latest survey and other information.
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