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DATE:  August 21, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  Memorandum of Understanding between Arlington County and the Virginia 
Department of Motor Vehicles for the issuance of multi-trip hauling permits for vehicles 
operating on County-maintained highways. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Authorize the County Manager to sign the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between Arlington County and the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) for 
the issuance of multi-trip permits (Attachment 1). 

 
ISSUES:  This authorizes the County Manager to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) that will allow the DMV to issue multi-trip 
permits that are valid on Arlington County’s locally maintained roads. There are no known 
issues. 
 
SUMMARY: This Memorandum of Understanding establishes the respective duties of 
Arlington County and the DMV to ensure the successful operation of the Oversize/Overweight 
Permit Issuance Program as defined by Virginia Code § 46.2-1139. The Oversize/Overweight 
Permit Issuance Program is intended to provide a mechanism for centralized issuance of multi-
trip oversize and overweight vehicle hauling permits.  Virginia Code § 46.2-1139 gives 
Arlington County the authority to issue permits authorizing applicants to operate on a highway a 
vehicle of a size or weight exceeding the maximum specified in Title 46.2 of the Virginia Code.  
Virginia House Bill 806, enacted during the 2012 General Assembly session amends Virginia 
Code § 46.2-1139 (A)(1) and requires that any locality that has withdrawn its roads from the 
secondary system of state highways and opts to issue permits under Article 18 of Chapter 10 of 
Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia must enter into an agreement with the Commissioner of DMV.  
DMV has exempted Arlington County from the Program because of the relative infrequency of 
multi-trip vehicle hauling permit requests and the complexity of the permit review process.  In 
the event that the DMV decides to issue permits on Arlington’s behalf, the Department will issue 
such permits in accordance with the permitting standards as stated in the Arlington County Code.    
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BACKGROUND:  Virginia Code § 46.2-1139 gives 81 localities the authority to issue 
“hauling” permits authorizing applicants to operate on a highway a vehicle of a size or weight 
exceeding the maximum specified in Title 46.2 of the Virginia Code.  A hauling permit is a 
document that authorizes movement of overweight and/or oversized vehicles over the state 
highway system. These permits come in two forms: single-trip and multi-trip and contain routing 
information, travel regulations and safety requirements.  Of the 81 jurisdictions, only 12 
jurisdictions, including Arlington County, have such a program in place.  Permit requirements, 
issuance processes, and fees vary widely among these 12 jurisdictions.  Since state-issued 
permits may not be valid on locally maintained highways and streets within these localities, 
carriers who wish to move overweight vehicles in these jurisdictions sometimes must obtain 
separate, locally issued permits.   
 
Virginia House Bill 806 “Overweight and Oversized Vehicle Permits and Fees,” enacted during 
the 2012 Session of the General Assembly authorizes the DMV to issue multi-trip vehicle 
hauling permits on behalf of the locality when such permits include travel over roads controlled 
by the Commonwealth.  The legislation has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2013 to give 
all parties the opportunity to prepare for the transition.   
 
The Oversize/Overweight Permit Issuance Program is intended to provide a mechanism for 
centralized issuance of multi-trip oversize and overweight vehicle hauling permits as well as a 
tiered scheduled of fees for overweight vehicles.  Under this program, customers may choose to 
request a multi-trip permit through the locality or through the Department of Motor Vehicles.   
 
DISCUSSION:  Virginia House Bill 806, enacted during the 2012 Session of the General 
Assembly amends Virginia Code § 46.2-1139 (A)(1) and requires that any locality that has 
withdrawn its roads from the secondary system of state highways and opts to issues permits 
under Article 18 of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia must enter into an agreement 
with the Commissioner of DMV.  DMV has the right to immediately suspend a locality’s right to 
issue permits if they do not enter into this agreement.   
 
Section § 46.2-1139 (A)(1) outlines ten requirements the locality must satisfy. The requirements 
relate to the locality’s business processes.  On July 31, 2012, DMV conducted a business process 
audit of Arlington County’s permitting program.  The purpose of the audit was to certify that 
Arlington County satisfied the new legal requirements.  DMV officials used the attached 
checklist (Attachment 2) to conduct the audit.  The checklist is signed by both DMV and 
Arlington acknowledging that Arlington has satisfied all legal requirements associated with this 
section. 
 
DMV will launch the Overweight and Oversized Vehicle Permitting Program on or about 
January 1, 2013.  A total of 10 out of the 12 jurisdictions that currently have permitting programs 
will participate in this program.  Arlington County issues less than five (5) multi-trip 
overweight/oversized permits per year.  DMV has exempted Arlington County from the program 
because of the relative infrequency of multi-trip permit requests and the difficulty of the permit 
review process, which involves complex public safety and traffic management considerations.  
Fairfax County has also been exempted from the program.  In the event that DMV decides to 
issue permits on Arlington’s behalf, the Department will issue the multi-trip permits in 
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accordance with the permitting standards as stated in the Arlington County Code.  DMV will 
remit Arlington’s permit fee to Arlington within thirty (30) days of receipt of such fee.  DMV 
will assess an administrative fee for overweight permits for their services. All additional monies 
will be sent to VDOT to the Highway Maintenance and Operating Fund (HMOF) and reserved 
for pavement and bridge improvements.     
 
Arlington County hauling permit fees vary depending on size and vehicle weight as well as 
duration of the permit.  Under this new program, DMV will issue multi-trip overweight and 
oversized permits on behalf of localities. The state will remit Arlington's permit fee within thirty 
days of receipt of such fee from a customer purchasing a locality permit through DMV.  An 
additional administrative fee, which varies by permit type, will be applied for overweight hauling 
permits only. The administrative fee will be retained by the State. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The MOU has a neutral fiscal impact to the County. Should DMV decide 
to issue multi-trip overweight/oversized vehicle hauling permits on Arlington’s behalf, the DMV 
will remit Arlington’s permit fee to Arlington within thirty (30) days of receipt of such fee.   
Arlington County’s existing business processes satisfy the requirements set forth in Section 2.1 
of the Memorandum of Understanding.  As a result, no additional staff or resources are required 
to uphold the County’s responsibilities. 
 
 
















