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SUBJECT: 1. Enactment of an Ordinance to amend, reenact and recodify 

Sections 11-5 and 11-6 of the Arlington County Code and Section 36 
of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance relating to payment of 
delinquent taxes, fees, and other charges as a condition of issuance of a 
local business license or any type of land use authorization.  The 
proposed amendments would condition the issuance of any type of 
land use authorization upon payment of delinquent taxes, fees, and 
other charges and would add payment of delinquent real estate taxes to 
the list of taxes upon which issuance of a business license may be 
conditioned. 
   

RECOMMENDATIONS: Adopt the proposed amendment to Section 36 of the Arlington 
County Zoning Ordinance relating to payment of delinquent taxes, 
fees, and other charges as a condition of issuance of any type of 
land use authorization. 

  
Dear County Board Members: 
 
The Planning Commission heard this item at its November 5, 2012 meeting.  Christopher Sadowski, 
Arlington County Treasurer’s Office described the request to amend Section 36 of the Arlington 
County Zoning Ordinance to add a new subsection N that would expand the scope of Section 36 to 
aid in the collection of delinquent taxes, fee and other charges.  The amendment would require that 
prior to the initiation of application or prior to issuance of final approval for a business license or 
other land use authorization, such as special exceptions, variances, rezonings, building permits, and 
erosion and sediment control permits, applicants would be required to show evidence that any 
delinquent taxes, charges, fees, or other charges that would constitute a lien on the property and that 
are owed to the County have been paid.        
 
 
 



Public Speakers 
 
There were no public speakers.  
 
Planning Commission Report 
 
Commissioner Cole explained why the proposed amendment was not reviewed by ZOCO.  He noted 
that given the busy schedule of the Planning Commission, and the fact that the proposed amendment 
was very straight forward, a separate meeting to review it was not needed.  He added that this is the 
first time in three (3) years that the ZOCO has not reviewed a proposal to amend the Zoning 
Ordinance prior to Planning Commission consideration. 
 
Planning Commission Discussion 
 
Commissioner Malis inquired if the County had experienced problems in the past with collecting 
delinquent taxes or fees from applicants.  Mr. Sadowski responded that while it has not been a 
problem and the County has been successful in collecting taxes there currently exist no legal means 
to deny licenses or land use approvals due to such delinquencies.   
 
Commissioner Fallon asked if it is the practice of the Treasurer’s Office to review tax records of 
applicants before licenses or approvals are granted, to which Mr. Sadowski responded yes, albeit 
only within the past six to eight months and solely related to applications requiring County Board 
action.  He explained that a more formal or extensive review process would be premature prior to the 
enactment of the proposed amendment since no legal basis existed to deny an application due to 
delinquent taxes under current law.  Mr. Sadowski added that based on this limited review he was 
unaware of any applicants who would have been denied a license or site plan approval, for example, 
based on delinquent taxes.  Commissioner Fallon followed with several questions seeking 
clarification about delinquencies that constitute a lien on real property. 
 
Planning Commission Motion 
 
Commissioner Klein moved that the Planning Commission recommend that the County Board adopt 
the proposed amendment to Section 36 of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance relating to 
payment of delinquent taxes, fees, and other charges as a condition of issuance of any type of land 
use authorization, if no issues have been identified.   Commissioner Fallon seconded the motion.   
 
Commissioner Cole asked for unanimous consent to remove the phrase “if no issues have been 
identified” from the motion.  There was no objection, so the amendment was incorporated into the 
main motion. 
 
The Commission voted 11-0 to support the main motion.  Commissioners Ciotti, Cole, Fallon, 
Forinash, Harner, Iacomini, Klein, Kumm, Malis, Monfort, and Sockwell supported the motion.   
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       Respectfully Submitted, 
       Arlington County Planning Commission 
        

        
       Stephen Sockwell 
       Planning Commission Chair 
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