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DATE: August 13, 2007    
 
 
SUBJECT:  Acceptance of a Memorandum of Agreement between the Department of the Army 
and the County for the relocation of a federally owned 16” water main within the Arlington 
National Cemetery in conjunction with the construction of the County Potomac Interceptor 
Sewer System Improvements Project.   
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
   

1. Approve a Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) between the Department of the 
Army and the County, attached as Exhibit A, for the relocation of a federally owned 
16” water main within the Arlington National Cemetery (“ANC”) in conjunction with 
the construction of the County Potomac Interceptor (“PI”) Sewer System 
Improvements project.  

 
2. Authorize the Engineering Bureau Chief, Engineering and Capital Projects Division, 

Department of Environmental Services to execute, on behalf of the County, the 
attached MOA, subject to approval by the County Attorney. 

 
3. Appropriate $2,310,000 to be received from the Department of the Army to the 

Department of Environmental Services (“DES”) Utility Construction Fund (Fund 
#519 and Source of Funds #0339).  

 
ISSUE:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  The attached MOA establishes responsibilities of the parties involved in 
relocation of a 16” water main from its current location adjacent to Eisenhower Drive in the 
ANC to placement under Eisenhower Drive. Replacement and relocation of the water main will 
open an important tract of land for use as grave sites for the ANC, and will also renew their 
aging infrastructure. Doing this water main in conjunction with the construction of the County’s 
Potomac Interceptor (“PI”) Sewer System Improvements project will minimize the impact of the 
construction activities upon the cemetery, should provide cost savings for both the County and 
the ANC, and will make job coordination much easier. 
 



 
 

BACKGROUND:  The proposed PI project consists of the installation of approximately 8,650 
linear feet of sanitary sewer pipes from Rosslyn to Columbia Pike near Southgate Road. The PI 
project was identified in the mid 90’s to provide adequate growth capacity to serve Rosslyn.  The 
horizontal alignment of the PI project starts at a proposed junction chamber located at the River 
Place Co-Op near the intersection of Arlington Boulevard (State Route #50) and Jefferson Davis 
Highway (State Route #110), crosses Arlington Boulevard and continues southwards through 
properties owned by the National Park Service adjacent to the Iwo Jima Memorial property, 
along Eisenhower Drive through the Arlington National Cemetery, and ends at a proposed 
junction chamber in the vicinity of the Pentagon Gas Station near the intersection of South Joyce 
Street and Columbia Pike (State Route #244). A major portion of the proposed sanitary sewer 
pipes, approximately 6,500 linear feet, will be installed within the boundaries of ANC.  
 
Potable water service to ANC is currently provided by a 16” Federally Owned Water Main 
(“FOWM”), operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington Aqueduct Division. 
This 16” FOWM was constructed during the 1940’s and has reached the end of its expected 
service life. In the last several years, this water main has experienced more frequent breaks. Due 
to the age and condition of this 16” FOWM, and to provide more gravesites, the ANC staff has 
decided to replace it through its entire length in ANC as recommended in ANC’s Utility 
Relocation Study.  
 
Eisenhower Drive between King Drive and Patton Drive within the ANC has been designated by 
ANC staff to serve as a utility corridor for their property. The PI project has been designed 
within this corridor, following approximately the centerline of Eisenhower Drive. The new 16” 
FOWM has also been designed (by ANC’s engineers) within the same corridor, offset a certain 
distance from the proposed sewer main. With these two new utility lines running in close 
proximity to each other, simultaneous construction of the two utilities would minimize disruption 
to the cemetery while providing cost savings for both the County and ANC.  
 
DISCUSSION: This MOA will allow the County to provide for any additional planning and 
design for the new water main and also the construction contract solicitation, award and 
administration for the water main. In return, the County will receive full compensation from the 
Department of the Army. County staff is currently preparing the construction plans and 
specifications for the PI project. At the same time, the 16” FOWM is being incorporated into the 
PI project. Arlington County will assume the lead role in the process of bidding and construction 
of this combined project. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The Department of the Army will pay all costs associated with the water 
main under this MOA as stated in Item A under Article IV - Funding. The current estimate for 
the cost of water main work under this MOA is $2,310,000. Funds will be transferred to the 
County, subject to authorization and availability of appropriations from the Congress to the 
Department of the Army, prior to the construction contract award. Therefore, there is no negative 
fiscal impact on the County. The transferred funds will be allocated to the DES Utility 
Construction Fund (Fund #519 and Source of Funds #0339). 
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