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DATE:  September 21, 2007 
 
SUBJECT:  Award of a Contract between the County Board and Wilbur Smith Associates for 
Traffic Engineering Consulting Services for the Emergency Vehicle Preemption project along 
Lee Highway between Falls Church and Rosslyn.   
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
     
1. Approve the Award of Contract Number 320-07 to Wilbur Smith Associates in an amount 

not to exceed $338,530.72 for Traffic Engineering Consulting Services for the Emergency 
Vehicle Preemption project along Lee Highway between Falls Church and Rosslyn. 

  
2. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the contract documents, subject to legal review by 

the County Attorney.   
 
ISSUES:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  Wilbur Smith Associates has been selected through Request for Proposal No. 
320-07 to provide Traffic Engineering Consulting Services for the Emergency Vehicle 
Preemption project along Lee Highway between Falls Church and Rosslyn.  Wilbur Smith 
Associates, nationally recognized for its expertise in implementing Emergency Vehicle 
Preemption and Transit Signal Priority systems, was determined to be a fully qualified offeror 
and presented a very competitive proposal.   
  
BACKGROUND:  In early 2006, Arlington had identified the need for the implementation of an 
Emergency Vehicle Preemption system on Lee Highway using the Federal Secondary funds 
previously awarded to the County.  This enables emergency vehicles to gain priority so that they 
can achieve better EMS response times.  In July 2006, the County Board had approved an 
agreement between the County and Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) for the 
development and administration of this project. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The central goal of this project is to implement an Emergency Vehicle 
Preemption (EVP) system on Lee Highway between Falls Church and Rosslyn at thirty-one (31) 
signalized intersections.  An EVP system is currently in place on Glebe Road between Lee 
Highway and Washington Boulevard including access to Virginia Hospital Center - Arlington.  



 
 

This project would not only allow the County to expand its EVP coverage in this corridor with 
three fire stations located on Lee Highway, but also provide the infrastructure for a Transit 
Signal Priority system for immediate or future implementation along this heavily traveled 
arterial.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The total estimated cost for this project is $1,000,000.00.  The County’s 
portion of the cost for the project is 200,000.00 (20% local match).  There would not be any 
fiscal impact to administer this project at the present time as the required funding was 
appropriated during the last year.  In July 2006, the County Board had approved the 
appropriation of $800,000.00 in Federal Aid Secondary funds for this project (allocated to the 
Department of Environmental Services General Capital Improvement Fund; PAYGO account 
#313.43513).  These expenses will be reimbursed by VDOT as the revenue account for the 
project is yet to be determined.  The match money would be funded from a previously approved 
Street, Highway & Community Conservation Bond under the Arterial program (Fund - 314; Cost 
Center – 43513; Source of Fund – S04).   
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