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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REEANCT AND RECODIFY SECTION 34. 
NAMEPLATES, SIGNS, AND OTHER DISPLAYS OR DEVICES TO DIRECT, 
IDENTIFY AND INFORM, SUBSECTION 34 F. SIGNS PERMITTED IN ALL 
DISTRICTS, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, WITH PERMITS, OF THE 
ARLINGTON COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE TO PERMIT UP TO THREE (3) 
CONSTRUCTION OR RENTAL/LEASING SIGNS FOR BUILDINGS IN “C”, 
“M” AND “RA” DISTRICTS, SUBJECT TO A LIMITATION OF ONE 
HUNDRED TWENTY (120) SQUARE FEET ON TOTAL SIGN AREA OF SUCH 
SIGNAGE; TO PERMIT FOR UP TO SIX (6) MONTHS, LETTERED WINDOW 
SIGNS IN BUILDINGS IN WHICH RETAIL USES ARE ALLOWED, SUBJECT 
TO LIMITATION AT TWENTY (20) PERCENT OF THE WINDOW AREA FOR 
SUCH SIGNAGE; AND TO UPDATE REFERENCE TO THE SOURCE OF 
COUNTY STATISTICS REQUIRED TO VERIFY VACANCY RATES OF 
OFFICE BUILDINGS QUALIFYING FOR ADVERTISING AVAILABILITY OF 
SPACE FOR RENTAL OR LEASE. 
 

Be it ordained that Section 34. Nameplates, Signs, and Other Displays or Devices 
to Direct, Identify and Inform, subsection 34 F. Signs Permitted in all Districts, Unless 
Otherwise Specified, with Permits of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance is hereby 
amended, reenacted and recodified as follows to reduce or prevent congestion in the 
streets, to facilitate the creation of a convenient, attractive and harmonious community; 
and for other reasons required by the public necessity, convenience and general welfare 
and good zoning practice: 

 
*  *  * 

 
SECTION 34.  NAMEPLATES, SIGNS, AND OTHER DISPLAYS OR DEVICES 
TO DIRECT, IDENTIFY, AND INFORM 
 

F. Signs Permitted in All Districts, Unless Otherwise Specified, With Permits. 
 

The following sign regulations shall apply in all districts unless otherwise expressly 
specified herein, and the area of any sign permitted in Section 34.F. shall not be 
counted in calculating permitted signs or sign area for signs described in Sections 
34.E., 34.G., or 34.H. In addition to any other requirements of this section, a sign 
permit shall be obtained from the Zoning Administrator for all signs allowed by these 
regulations. . . . 

 
5. The following regulations shall apply to signs with commercial messages allowed 

on a temporary basis: 
 

* * * 
 

c. Up to three (3) construction or “for rent” or “for lease” signs per main 
building on a lot may be placed in “C,” “M” and “RA” Districts, other than on 
lots containing one or two family dwellings. The total sign area of the three 
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(3) signs per main building on a lot shall not exceed one hundred twenty (120) 
square feet. The sign(s) may be freestanding, may be affixed to construction 
fencing, may be cloth if they are affixed to a structure such that they do not 
move or flap, and shall be temporary.  Construction signs shall be removed at 
or before the time of issuance of the shell and core and first partial certificate 
of occupancy.  Any “for rent” or “for lease” sign shall be removed one (1) 
year following the issuance of a shell and core permit. The height of a 
freestanding sign shall not be greater than eighteen (18) feet; thirty-five (35) 
feet (from grade) shall be the height limit for other signs. All other signs are 
prohibited. 

 
* * * 

 
e. One (1) "for lease" or "for rent" sign advertising the availability for rental or 

lease of office space is permitted on an office building if the vacancy rate of 
the building exceeds thirty-three (33) percent, as determined by the County 
Manager or his designee based on a comprehensive database of commercial 
real estate information, and if the building has had a certificate of occupancy 
for more than one (1) year.  The size of the sign shall not exceed twenty (20) 
square feet in area. Only one (1) leasing sign shall be permitted for any 
building during an eighteen-month time period. The sign shall be removed 
immediately upon the vacancy rate of the building falling below thirty-three 
(33) percent, but in any event within six (6) months after the date of approval 
of such sign by the Zoning Administrator. In the event that the building cannot 
accommodate a sign due to placement or windows, architectural features, and 
the like then a freestanding sign may be permitted subject to review by the 
Zoning Administrator to determine whether the location and design of the 
freestanding sign will meet all requirements of this ordinance. The height of 
the sign shall be no higher than eighteen (18) feet if freestanding and thirty-
five (35) feet if placed on the building. 

6.   One (1) lettered window sign per retail bay, not exceeding twenty (20) percent of 
the area of the window in which the sign is posted, including decals and press-on 
letters, in all Districts in which retail uses are allowed and where Subsection 
34.G.7 is not applicable. Such signs shall be approved only for space in which 
retail uses are allowed and shall be approved for a period of no more than six (6) 
months, when an applicant demonstrates that retail space is or will become vacant 
within a period of sixty (60) days. 
 

* * * 
 


