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DATE:  January 15, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  Name the park informally known as “North Tract” 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Approve the naming of the park informally known as “North Tract” as “Arlington 
Green,” one of two names recommended by the Park and Recreation Commission.   

 
ISSUE:  The recommended name for the park, “Arlington Green,” directly refers to the park’s 
location and alludes to the eventual natural beauty of the landscape. “Green” is a traditional term 
for a community gathering place and is a reference to environmental stewardship. The issue is 
that there are several strong candidate names that would be suitable for the new park.   
 
SUMMARY:  The Park and Recreation Commission forwarded two names to the County Board 
for consideration for the name of the park informally known as “North Tract.” The 
Commission’s recommendations are “Arlington Green” and “Long Bridge Park”.  
 
The names were developed following an extensive multi-step process that included the North 
Tract Park Naming Committee, a subcommittee of the North Tract Design Advisory Committee 
(NTDAC); review by the NTDAC and the Historic Affairs and Landmark Review Board; the 
expertise of a branding/strategic communications firm; and two public surveys. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Arlington County hired Reingold Communications to provide insight and 
research into the naming of its new signature park. This work built on the significant efforts of 
the citizens’ committee, which spent a great deal of time exploring names and collecting input. 
Building on these efforts, Reingold developed a long list of possible park names and narrowed 
the list to seven strong candidates: 

Arlington Green 
Connexus Point 
Mosaic Park 

Crysalis Park 
Long Bridge Park 
Legacy Park 

The AURA (Arlington 
Universal Recreation 
Area)

 
The methodology 
The evaluation entailed a thorough review of current and historical park names in Arlington 
County, extensive brainstorming of candidate names, a rigorous and winnowing categorization, 
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research on the current industry name trends and a public input mechanism. The goal was to 
recommend the most evocative, memorable, and descriptive names possible by evaluating each 
candidate for concept, longevity, and clarity. The following characteristics were examined: 
 

Corporate sponsorship potential. This park’s facilities may lead to corporate sponsorship 
opportunities. However, it is important for the park’s name to stand on its own because 
sponsorships are not everlasting. A simple and easy to remember name is recommended 
because it ensures that the park’s name and the sponsor’s name can be used together in 
everyday conversation. All candidate names fit these criteria. 

Number of syllables. Names are easier to pronounce and remember when they don’t 
exceed four to five syllables. Of the Fortune 50, only one company name is more than 
four syllables -- American Express -- and it is commonly referred to as “Amex.”. 

Adaptability to abbreviation. People often shorten the name of people, places, and 
buildings. Therefore a park’s name may be subject to some degree of abbreviation. It is 
advisable to anticipate abbreviation possibilities when selecting a name so that the name 
is still clear and recognizable and not confusing or embarrassing when abbreviated. 

Originality. To ensure that names were unique and original, Reingold conducted research 
to identify the use of similar names or words in the region. 

Positive Spanish translation. Due to the prevalence of Spanish-speaking residents in 
Arlington County, Reingold translated all park names into Spanish and analyzed their 
meanings. All candidate names translate well and carry no negative connotation. 

 
Following the review, public survey, and analysis, Reingold presented all the candidate names to 
the Park and Recreation Commission at its Dec. 18, 2007 meeting. Reingold’s recommended 
names were (in order): 1) Arlington Green; 2) Connexus Point; and 3) Mosaic Park.  
 
Following a discussion, the Park and Recreation Commission voted to recommend two names: 
“Arlington Green” and “Long Bridge Park”. None of the other names received enough votes to 
constitute a third recommendation. The Commission did not reach agreement on whether “Park” 
or “Park and Recreation Area” should be added to the name “Arlington Green.” (See attached 
letter.) 
 
Staff is recommending the name “Arlington Green” rather than “Arlington Green Park” because 
“green” is a term for a community gathering place, so using both terms would be redundant. This 
would be the first Arlington park without the name “park” formally included in the official name.  
This is appropriate given the significance of redeveloping this once industrial area into an 
expansive public green space for community activity and as a gathering place. 
 
1. “Arlington Green” 
The name Arlington Green was the most popular name in the earlier public survey. It was also 
the most popular response to two of ten questions in the Reingold survey. It reinforces the county 
name, yet still feels warm, inviting, and non governmental. The name Arlington Green is safe, 
approachable, and environmentally friendly, evoking images of the outdoors, health, and vitality. 
“Green” is also an historic term for a common open area; the New Haven Green, for example, 
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dates to the 1630s. This was one of two recommended names from the Park and Recreation 
Commission and is its first choice.  
 
2. “Long Bridge Park” 
The name Long Bridge references the historical and geographical significance of the bridge that 
was built in 1808 to bring people from Alexandria (as it was then called) to the District of 
Columbia. In the Reingold survey, 49.3% of respondents chose the name Long Bridge Park to be 
the most useful name in helping identify a location of a park. This was one of two recommended 
names from the Park and Recreation Commission and is its second choice. (See Appendix I for 
the full report from Reingold.)  
 
In the earlier naming efforts, the name “Long Bridge Park” was recommended by North Tract 
Park Naming Committee and approved by the Historic Affairs and Landmark Review Board 
(HALRB). In that earlier effort, the name “Arlington Green” had received the highest number of 
votes in the public survey, but the Committee thought the historical reference was more 
appropriate. 
 
Both names – “Arlington Green” and “Long Bridge Park” would be appropriate names for the 
park. Staff recommends “Arlington Green” because of its popularity in both public surveys; the 
transformation of a former industrial site to a significant public open space; its connotation as a 
community gathering place; and its connection to environmental stewardship, health and vitality.  
As one of the survey respondents stated, “Arlington Green makes me think of THE common area 
for everyone to gather. It’s not just another park, it’s Arlington Green.” 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None. 
 


