
 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

 

County Manager:  _____________ 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of April 19, 2008  

 
 
DATE:  March 17, 2008. 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of a Deed of Easement and a Temporary Easement and Construction 
Agreement for the Department of Environmental Services Project on the Property Located at 
5400 Lee Highway, RPC # 09002001.  
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   

  
1. Approve the attached Deed of Easement and Temporary Easement and Construction 

Agreement (the “Deeds”) between Lee & Harrison Plaza Limited Partnership and Lee 
and Harrison II LLC (the “Owner”) and the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia, 
for temporary and permanent easements on a portion of the property located at 5400 Lee 
Highway (the “Property”), RPC # 09002001; and   

 
2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, Engineering and Capital Projects Division, 

Department of Environmental Services, to accept, on behalf of the County Board, the 
Deeds and all related documents necessary for the acquisitions, subject to the approval as 
to form of all documents by the County Attorney.   

 
ISSUE:  The County Board must approve all permanent deeds of easement and all temporary 
deeds of easement that are acquired for more than nominal consideration.   
 
SUMMARY:  This is a request for the County Board’s approval of acceptance of the Deeds on a 
portion of the Property required for public intersection improvements at Lee Highway and North 
Harrison Street.  The intersection improvements will consist of widening the existing intersection 
and construct public sidewalk, handicapped ramps, curb and gutter, street lights, traffic signal 
poles, left turn lanes, concrete medians, and relocated bus stops (the “Project”).  The intersection 
improvements are designed to channel and improve traffic flows, and reduce possible points of 
traffic on traffic or traffic on pedestrian conflicts.  The Deeds for the temporary and permanent 
easements are attached to this Board Report as Exhibit 1 & Exhibit 2.    
 
BACKGROUND:  Approval of the Deeds would secure all that remains of the construction 
areas required for commencement of the Project.  The Project would improve the intersection 
with public sidewalk, handicapped ramps, curb and gutter, streetlights, traffic signal poles, left 
turn lanes, concrete medians, and relocated bus stops.   The Project would also expand the 
intersection with the construction of the proposed left turn lanes.  Therefore, approval of the 

 
County Attorney:  _____________ 
 
Staff:  Troy Harris, DES, Real Estate Bureau 
 



Deeds will allow for the proposed improvement and expansion of the full intersection of Lee 
Highway and North Harrison Street.       
 
DISCUSSION:  The Owner has signed the attached Deeds, which must be approved by the 
County Board and authorized to be accepted on behalf of the County Board in order to be 
effective.  The Deeds would convey to the County Board a temporary construction easement area 
of 1,384 square feet and two (2) permanent easement areas totaling 288 square feet.  The Owner 
has requested compensation for the conveyances.  The permanent easement areas consist of two 
components: 192 square feet, for the use of a traffic signal pole; and 96 square feet for a public 
bus stop.  The temporary construction easement area of 1,384 square feet is required for the 
completion of public sidewalk, and permanent easement areas.   
 
One of the attached Deeds contains a permanent easement plat to show the location and 
perimeters of the area for the traffic signal pole and the area for the public bus stop.  The other 
Deed contains a temporary construction easement plan showing the location and perimeters of 
the area for the temporary construction easement on the Owner’s Property.  The permanent 
easement plat and the temporary construction easement plan are more particularly described as 
follows below:    
 

• Plat Entitled “Plat Showing Easement Acquired for Traffic Signal Pole and Related 
Utilities and Easement Acquired for Public Bus Stop on Pt. Parcel A, Georgiana Subd., 
D.B. 935, Page 534, Arlington County, Virginia” approved August 9, 2007 – Project No. 
314.43513.SJB/DS34 – RPC No. 09002001 – 5400 Lee Highway.        

• Temporary Easement Plan entitled “Partial Plan View of Temporary Construction 
Easement Plan, Lee Hwy. (Rte. 29) Intersection at N. Harrison Street” dated November 
22, 2006.  

Compensation for the Deeds was agreed to after lengthy negotiations with the Owner.  The 
compensation is based on the 2007 assessment applied to the square footage of the easements 
($45/sq. ft., land).  The compensation for the temporary construction easement is $2,055.00.  The 
compensation for the permanent easement conveyance is $7,776.00.  Therefore, total 
compensation for the easements would be $9,831.00. 

Staff considered proceeding with no construction of a portion of the Project, but the Project 
could not move forward without the acquisitions of the easements on the Property.  The 
permanent easement for the traffic signal pole is vital for signalizing the whole intersection.  The 
permanent easement for the public bus stop is necessary to locate the bus stop near to the 
pedestrian crossover and intersection.  The temporary construction easement is required for the 
restoration of the commercial entrance and completion of pedestrian accessible and safe 
sidewalk.  The attached vicinity map, Exhibit 3, shows the location of the Property.   
 
The County Board previously authorized the acquisition of the permanent easement across the 
Property.   However, that authorization was contingent upon the County obtaining the permanent 
easement for nominal consideration.  Negotiations following the Board’s authorization 
determined that obtaining the permanent easement would require more than nominal 
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consideration.  Therefore, this request for the County Board’s approval of the attached Deeds is 
necessary. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The compensation to be paid by the County for the easements in the 
amount of $9,831.00 is available from the previously approved Street and Highway Bond (Fund 
313, Cost Center 43526 & Source of Funds 0319), Project Number DS34.  
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Exhibit 3 
 

Vicinity Map 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Lee Highway (Route 29) Intersection at North Harrison Street 
Project 314.43513.S04/DS34 

public sidewalk 
traffic signal pole 
public bus stop  

Labels on this schematic indicates the location of the local improvement  
Deed of Temporary Easement and Construction Agreement 

&  
Deed of Easement  

 
 
 

March 17, 2008   
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