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County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of June 17, 2008 

 
DATE:  May 20, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  National Association of County and City Health Officers (NACCHO) Medical 
Reserve Corps (MRC) grant 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   

 
Accept a MRC Capacity Building Grant from NACCHO (101.350900) and appropriate     
$5,000 in FY 2009 to the Department of Human Services, Public Health Division 
(101.55001).  
 

ISSUES:  This is a request to accept grant funds and no issues have been identified. 
 
SUMMARY:  The Arlington County Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) volunteers assist the Public 
Health Division in emergencies and in other public health priorities. A part-time contract MRC 
Coordinator recruits, trains, and manages the project. These funds will be used to support MRC 
capacity building efforts.  
 
BACKGROUND:  In October 2003, the Public Health Division received start up funds from 
part of a 3 year grant project to form a MRC.  The MRC currently has 223 members who are 
licensed health care professionals or others with relevant skills.  Volunteers receive ongoing 
training in how to respond to public health emergencies.  In 2006, the National Association of 
County and City Health Officers (NACCHO) decided to award mini grants for MRC capacity 
building.  The goal of the NACCHO MRC mini- grant program is to strengthen the ties between 
local MRCs and the local public health system.  
 
DISCUSSION:  The grant will be used to provide training materials (texts, CDs) and to increase 
on-line training opportunities for MRC volunteers; to acquire materials for volunteer emergency 
go-kits; to provide public health education and outreach materials to Arlington’s ethnic 
communities; to increase MRC volunteer recruitment efforts; and to provide a portion of the 
contract coordinator’s salary. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  This grant is for the period of March 2008 through December 2008.  All 
expenditures are covered by the grant.  No local match is required.   
 


